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sullered i the reflux of thet impotuasity which impeited it an.
In the United Sates during the temperance mama ihat existed
thero some years ago, crchards were cut down under the in-
fluence of fanaticism, and many hundred barrels of ale, of
cidor, of beer, aud spirits emptied upon the high roads. The

man who presumed to tako any ardent gpirits was looked up(m|r l ot R l
Jremly tecolved to atiend to our relr

asa Turk or & Heathen,—all morality, all obhgatiens to so-
ciety, every duty, religious, civl and political was to consiat
in one magic term alone, and that term was ‘Lemperance ; or
raihicr, it was a burlesque upun that sacred virtue properly un-
derstood.  Tivery impostor in that country who wished to tiot
ovevthe spails acquired from ignorance oz eredulity, began s
care2y by preaching up temperance—by ereating outlets where
every meddling babbler might cant himseif into aotoricty, and
the consequence is. that in the great cities of that Union the
caus: of temperance is in a sad condition indecd.  People,
wondared at the delusion pracused upon them, and .as i the
time of Charles the Second in Faglaud, vwhen puritarism sud-
dealy degeneratad into the vilest licentiousness, the principle

< . . .
af temperance adyacated unwisely fell into such contempt as it
neither merits nor deserves.  The movement in Treland and its
kindred branches in the Colonies have been more successfol ;
but we eannot conceal from ourselves the fict that both in
Tingland, Treland and Scotland ard in the Colonies tha various
Associations springing from, or claiming kindred with Father;
Matthew's own Associanon at Cotk, have lost a great deal of
the fervour which characterized them in the beginming.  Hun-
dreds have fallen anay w Cork under Father Matthew’s ownl
eves.  Dublin, Tondon, Limerick, Wiserford, St John's!
Newfoundland, St. John Brunswick, and many othec places,
that we conld mentinn can count their defections by handreds
tao,~—and 1s it wonderful then that Halifax should not have
escaped the storm which spread itstavages ever so many strong-
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holds of ‘L'emperance.  We do not wonder at the defection
here. It was perfectly natural it was owing to a general
cause at worlk every where, the depravity of man—his rest-
less inelination to evil—hisz weakness, his folly, his having to
contend here as elsewhere with ail the evils which flesh is
heir to,~his presmipuon in faneying that he is all sufiiciem
for hiwself, und that he can procurc every grace from Heaven
by merely refraining from intoxicating liquors.

But it may he asked, and what remedy will you sucgest 1—
How will yoa prevent the spread of intemperanee ! Do yvon
think your mectings will do it? Do you tiink that mere talk-
ing will change man’s nature, and transform tie drunhard into
a sober mian T If we regarded mentings as the only micans of|
advaucing the causo of temperanee, we shouid abandon them
ultogether, for wo feel convineed that they are quite inadequate
to that object—that their consideration enters but slightly into
the motives which make peopleretain and give up their pledge ;
but still, 25 they do contribute something to the advancerent
of tho cause, they should be rathier fostered than treated with
cooluess.  But the grand remedy, the only reasonable ang that
ean be suggested, the only one that will stypd, the test of time,
a remedy of general aud particalar adpliention, a remedy com-
pared with which every other is mere trash and nonsense,—n
remedy for all places and all seasons, a remedy which every
Catholic has an opportunity of applying in his own case,
proinptly and eliicaciously,—=a remedy for every ovil as well as
that of intemperance; is simply this : Attentivn to your reli-
gious duties. Temperance based upon any other foundation is
nothing more than hypocerisy perched upon a mass of rottenness
that will be felt more sensibly the nearcritis approached. IHow
can tue virtues survive the wreck of the principle whichegives
them existence ! Temperance 1s onc of the Cardinal virtues—
itis not applicable to intoxicating drinks alone,—it extends to
every action—it enters into every channet of man’s duty—it is
the handinaid of every virtue,—it correcte averv excess or de-
fect 1n the practise of the others: itcomes from Heaven. How
can the man who has not complicd with lis religious duties

dutiag aix, ten, fifteen, twenty, or thirty years, how can he
stand up 24 an advocate of temperance 7 How can he rause lus
voice consistently in favoue of a causo upon which his hifurs
a scandalms bl b With what graco ean hio tath of morality
wha lives as if e helioved his rebigion a cheatt Noo if we
wish to tako tho pledge wih profit-——to reahze eversibieg
which we had promused surselves by taking wr, ve must be
aons duties. Without
this 1t wiil be a mere mockhery to apoproach —it wonld be het-
ter a thousand times never to take that jledge at all, for in th
majonty of instances a shameless violation of the pledgo will
follow where the resoluiton to aitend to our relystous duties 18
not fiemly taken, carnestly pursucd and recommended to Heaven,
Iive-ything that should be valued near-st and dearest to vs, 18
involved in that resalution, and any attempt to mah > men sober
without making them rehgious will meer what it deserves—
failure, scora and derision.

We hiave now arnved at the holy seasan of Advent—itis a
season at which the Church reminds her “eluldren that they
wmnsy rejeet the works of durkness and put on the armonr ot
light, for that the $oa of man would be seen coming 1 Ul
cloads of Hraven with yreat pover and majesty to judge tho
world,  ‘Uhz aespel tells us that we krow not ihe tine of our
visitation, but certain at is that the hour of deathr. though one
which we neither wish nor expect, wiit come, and perhaps
suddenty.  Likethe wretehed Jews who were deal to every
warning the sinner, maygo oun in Lis ecreer of iniguity—-he may
add habitual drunkenness to the catalogue of his other fright-
ful viees—Nhe mav leave his wife and lus children without the

ies of life during the scvere winter expericuced in this
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country—ho may btist all lus prospects earthly and eternal,
hut as sure as these is a God in Heaven, a duy of ternble retn-
bution is in stoie for lom. I there be anv among ovr readers
who feel that they have nced to take s pledge, or whose
example inight stunnlate others, let them go forward in the
name of Gad, nat only detraaunaed o abacdon the use of intoxt
catng drinks, bat still mose fully determumed to purgs their
souls from ihe guilt of si.e.
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A Tovewixg Iscroext.—The Now Crleans Picoruns says
that a few days since a pentleman of that city saw in the sireets
a lovely little girl of tender years standing on the barqueito
bathed intears. "Fhie good man approached her, andtaking her
by the hand inqnired the eause of Fer anguish. ‘T'he dear hittlo
creature continued to sob hitterly, antil at length she exclaimed:
¢ My (ather 20d Aother have been taken to Heaven, and 1 am
left an orphan.”  There were three or more persons by at this
ume, and the feelingly eloquent words of the engaging little ono
broucht tears fromevery eye.  ‘The worthy gentleman who first
addroesed hersaid a few kind words with a view of relicviegy
fier, and then'said : ¢ I will bo to you afather, and ny wita
(and no man has 2 hetter one) will greet you with 2 mother’s
smiles.”” 1le then took her by the hand and carried her to Ins
residence.  This is an achiovement on the ficld of merey, of
which any good man ghould he prond.— Nat Tutelligracer.,



