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,mrork that wvil1. swcep it away. It may bc~
àaafely left te thse Abolition party of Brazil.
They cannot fail tu improve on the record
we hAve mnade. IL is the question of the
day; and while it threateils the commercial
prosperity, and dieturbe profoundly tise
relations of society, there ÎB another evil,
mlserited wýitli siavery front tihe nother
country, wvhic1i is far more dangerous te
the nation'e existence, and tisat ie Roman-
iam. If there is in -hunsan history a dark,
diemal failure anywhere, it je that of the
churcli cf Rome in Brazil. It lias held
for three cenituries undieturbed sway over
-a docile, intelligent and naturaily religious
people, aided by ahl the prestige cf tise
State and the.poWer of tisepublie cofferes
b eing wvoveil into .thse very texture of thé
qovernmeîît, and witls a resuit tlîst je çp-
p;aliing. Among thse conmmun people it
lias plaîsted ignorance and superstition, a
paganisai as repugnant as aîsy in Africa;
and iii the isiglier classes religious indiffer-
ence, ekepticiemn and opein atheisin. Pat-
rietic, thiîîking mien are îvaking up te the
fact tliat their chiîdren are pot safe in the
ars of Romie.
.A WHEOLE NATION REPT INi IGNORANCE.

- Accordiag to tise last cesasus, %vitli _-
population cf 9,930,470, there wcre 8,-
365,9bj7 aitalphabetos-tsose wlio could net
Tend or write! Tisero le a growiisg senti-
nient axuong J3razilians tisat the Cisurcî s 
largely responsibie for this condition cf
affaire. And wlsen tise vexed question cf
slavery le dieposed cf, tisait cf divorcii
the dead Churels froin tise living iiation
-will corne up. Already a great step) lias
beesi talen la inaking education free. The
new and, very liberal scîsool law gives abi-

- . solute fis'eedoin te any co te opens scoils
anywhere, and coutaime an ielaborâte plan
for thé comiplete reorganization ôf tise
public-sclioùl sysecm. Tise riaforiis 11oSt.

exceliènt, but for obvieus r.easonecit ilow
exi8s clîiefly on papier. A classe of tuach-.
ere, a eystessî. cf eclîcols, a good series cf
text bocks, cannot be crcated by legisia-
'tive enactmnent, but are of slow growÉth.
An attempt lias beesi ns<eý to. orgamize
normal echeole for training teachere, with
,only partial succesýs. *Thse Iniperial "Col-
leg-io" of Pedro Il. thse only acadeny la
the empire, -cbrresponds te co cf our
Ea-stern ýgramnsar ancd.:ilisechools. It
lms -a eevens-year -course, -and acconinso-
dates b'etween 300 -and.'400 pupils; its.
cosiMe cf etudies la fueuly overloadëd,

axsd according te a recent zinber of tho
1'xiz the auenti ycar containe but a singlo
pupil. There are two excellent medical
coileges with a seven year course, two law
echools, a weii.equipp cd polyteclinie, and
several nîiiitary and naval echools. WVhat
the empire lacke is echoole for the peopule
-primary schoole, whleru thieir chiîdren
snay bie educated tlîrougi wvelI-trained
teacisers in ordinary knowledge, and,
through the Bible, in personal purity, Ini
tise love of coutitry, of Éruth and justice,
and in the hopes of. the Gxospel.

Tiese etatemiente are isot mnade iii a
spirit of unfriendil criticismn, for lvu who
mnakes thieisi loves Mfte J3razililas and their
country; but -in order. tisat tise friende of
Christian education îa understand tho
situation.

HOPEFUL SIONS.

During tho twenty years referred to,
Brazil lias advanced iviti immense strides
ini every departnicut of life. Many of the
old Portuguese barriers te progrees have
been broken doîvn. Ail efforts, freint
whatevcr source, te raise tise standard of
educatiosi are warmily seconded bý ail l)at-r
riotie Brazilians. Tise persistent wor1ý of
Gospel miissionaries, witiî puljpit, press
and schoo ] as had miucli to do in bring-
ia, thie about. ~hnw nwta u

of the leadin, mien of tise empire, îvhulo
liot abjuriîsg the State-Ohurcs, te whicls
lie is attachied iuainly by social tics and
fainiiy tradition, declares opealy that lie
would like to sec the Gospel missions
spread over the wiiole land and rescue the
youts of tisis country frein tise demoraliz-
ing influence of pi!-eeb.craft, and whien we
know that this je the feclissg of many of
tise beet mcae of tise empire, wie snay juetly
claini tliat tIsç way is open for Christianl

.werk. The question is neot Éliall these
fourteen mnillions of native-1boin Ainen-

-catis have ais educatioss-they haVà an-
swered that tliêniselves,-but ehaîl it be a
Christian educatiomi, or -shall it bie tlue'ra-
tionalisem cf European growvtli,
THE RtELIGIOUS INFLUENCE 0F SCHOOLS.

As a meane of evangelizatien, .the value
cf school work cAnnet be c retmtd
Let tise chiîdren be taught independent
thoùght;.g* thesa the word. of the living
God for hersole -text-book cf faith aM
morale, aîid'the eeed- of the kingdom ie al-
ready sown.

The centre of ýtie nsission-school systeas
is at.preeent at. Sao -Paulo, where there si


