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GRUBBING.

IN OUR W00115 I N I.

'l'le farrnr's day in winter is -a short one, anti bis
obstacles are many. He gets bis cattle fcd and attendeti
ta. WVhen lie hias too nian>' lic kilts thcrn anti prepares
themn for sale. fflien you sec long rows of nice fat pigs
in the butchers' stalls, fraï.en, with their féet and arrns
stretcheti out, then know thit they camie frorn the farrn
of somne af aur brave farmers, wvho have somectimles a
very bard life, that wve rnay get cating ail their nice
things. Then thcy go in the woods, tao, to fell, and
cut, and split cedar rais for their fentes, ta be rcady
%vben the spring cornes. 'rhen cord-%voad for the tire,
for their fire anti ours, bas ta be eut, hauied hiome and
pileti. Logs, tao, for the saw-mnill are eut and drawn.
Many a long day does the Canadian woodsrnan's axe
flash in the sunshine. But lic is happy, is aur fariner,
witb his grain ail threshced and rcady for rnarket ; bis
rosy boys and girls graoving up, and bis thrifty wife in
the dairy and in the kitelien. Some day 1 %vill tell you
ail she docs. She is a busy womian. No farîn ean get on
w~ithout lier.

There is a little titmause. In the vcry coldest day, you
may sec the mcrry little creature in bis ivaxni fur coat
among the branches, chirping as if it were summiiier. rie
gets tiny littie morsels ai food in the bark, insects that
are biding away frara the colti, spiders, a few flics. andi a
feiw seeds of ev'crgreens for dcsert. %%,lin lie cornes
upon the pupa ai a moth, lie srnacks his lips andi sits
down for a goati feast, a regular Christnias or birthday,
feast. Haw he knows where ta finti anc. \'ou andi 1
rnigbt hunt about for a vcry long timne wlicn wc want ta
find a pupa.

13v thc way wbat is a puia ? 1 think 1 wiil tell you
for this time, but another day whcn %ve go out grub.
bing, I shail cxpect yau ta turn up these things for 3'aur-
self. There is no better habit. Better than reading ail
the b)ooks iii the iarlid is the habit of finding ont for
yaurscif cverything you c'on't know. cia pupa is a
,snug littie bouse that the caterpillar lias mnade for himi-
self ta kccp hinm warmi in tbe %vinter, andi to give bimi
peace ta tbink upon tbc colour bie sbouid have lis wvings
when he cornes out as a rnoth, andi a snug littie house
it is. How the titrnouse enjoys nibbling it.

But bush, do not stir. There is a littie field inouse
stealing over ta the barn. Sec the ciainty marks it
makes in the snowv with its tacs anti the tip) of its tail.
And that trait, stilli more curiaus. shiov. that a1 reti
s(îuirrei bas been here. His two forc-paws ire short,
anti make marks cîbse ta cach other; tic hind oncs arc
wide apart, andi there is now andi then a brush froni bis
tait. He kccps his cyc ou the barn for whcat. grain,
andi oats.

I{owever, it is col(l, andi ie hati hetter get borne -oan
just anc mare look, at the snow. Why is it sa Nwhite
andi the ice so blue ? %Vhy can %wc sec thraugli ice and
nat through snaw ? A flake ai -snowv is crnposed of
minute films af ice, ail resting upon each other at evcrv
imaginable angle. A single film is quite transparent.
If thcy ail rcstcd on cach other in the sanie Ievci,. tbc
whole mass would be as transparent as ice.

AN OLD GRJIX

HOW OUR PRETTY CHRISTMAS BOOKS ARE MADE.

ïMarvels thcy are 1 Arc they not ? With ttheir chubby
baby faces, their fascinating: boys and girls, thecir bc-
%witch ing pictures of lifé, serious aîid cornie, brighit and
shady, gay and sad. How we wish wve could always
look, as ))retty!

And yet so ceeap, it is wonderfui. Vou would
hardi>' believe if 1 told you they take two years to pre-
parc. The publishcrs begin in good tirne to think of
what wve sbould like, and no srnall business it is. 1
darcsay rnost of you think the stories are the first thing,
but it is cxactly the reverse. 'l'lie pictures arc the first
and chief consideration. Aftcr they are finishied, thcy
are sent away to have stories writtcn for tbenm.

l'le piclures are first drawn on stone, a fine-grained
lirnestone ; traccd on in chaik or îvith a fine pen. Everv
separate colour needs a separate drawing on a separate
stone, containing that and nothing cisc. In sorne Christ-
nias books as mainy as cighitecn différent colours and
stones are used. First one calour is printed in its pro.
per position froni ane stone, then the next frarn another
stone, then the next, and so on. Imagine the skill andi
care ta print eightccn différenît colours, one after the other,
soD that the picture looks as if it had becn donc at one
stroke of a brusb.

'li ii ost of this work, for Engliih books, is donc in
G rmnv, though somcetirncs in Paris.TeGenn
work is the bcst. Th'le labour there is cheaper, and the
hours are longer. The papier, howcver, is nearly ail1 of
English miake, but foreigners have an ativantage in
mianual skill distinctly traccabic to kinderga,ýrten drill in
their carly ycars. 'l'le business is an expensive one,
and full of risk, as aftcr ait that is spent, soine freak of
youthfül fancy goes agiinst the hook, that rnay have
hiat best prospects at first. Arrangements arc inade
for French, Gernian, and Italian, as wcil as Engiish
edîtians, and the market is the whoic world. Every
country lias its young foiks, andi ail young folks must
have their Christmas books.

Early in the nionth of june traveilers start from ].on-
don andi go ail over wvitb samiples of their books. Each
is calîcti into the cliief to receive instructions as to con.
tents andi charmns of each book. The traveflcrs set off,
inake appointmcnts with bookseilcrs, and discourse on
the nierits of their 'vares. The booksellers listen, ad-
mire, iispect, and ordcr. The arders arc at once sent
iii ta hecadquartcrs, and long before wc are drcarniing of
our Cbristrnas stockings the wvbole thing is decideti.
The books are ail ordereti, packed up, andi shippeti off.

'Ne know wvho does the rest.

HOW, WHEN, WHERE, AND WIIY WE GOT
OUR BIBLE.

1 need not expliini ta Young Canadians wvhat a fat/ar
is. The duties whichi a father performs ta bis chilti,
and the blessings a child cnjays in having a father, are


