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NOXIOUS WEEDS.

In some parts of Qfanitoba eovident-~
ly there is still great carelessness
shown in carrying out the law re-
garding the destruction of noxious
weeds,  We notice by the last official
crop report that more attention is
being giveny, o tlhe destruction of
weeds., This may be the case in some
districts, but it is evidantly not the
case In all distriots. It is not necey-
sary to spend moro than an hour or
two driving out of Winnipeg to dis-
cover the mogt flagrant violations of
the law regarding the destruction of
weeds. In St. Charles district, the
other day, the writer noticed whole
{iclds of thistles and othier weeds, now
matured or rapidly maturing. There
is nothing to be gafned by cutting the
weeds at this late date, as thie seeds
are about ripe. In fact some varie~
ties, sueh: as French or stink weed,
were ripe some time ago,
and thistles are now beginning to
blow about witt the wind,

FLAX SEED < BOOMING.”

So much has been sald about the
wheat “boom’” that the upward move-
ment fz prices of othier commoditics
has teon iost sight of. ‘TDhere are
otier cummodities, however, which
compare quite favorably with wheat
in respect to the advance in prices
during the prosont season. TFlax seed
is ane of these, W ycar ago flax asced
was selling in the neighborhood of 65
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conts per buphe! at Chicago, while
lagt week flax geed was quoted in The
Commercial at $1.20 por bushe! at
Chicago. The exact quosation a
Year ago was 6.1 1-2 conts at Chicago.
Thls shows a very remarkable ad-
vance.  Linsced off will, of courpe, be
foreud up rapidly In price on account
of the vastly incecaged cost of flax
poed. The price of oll ot Winnipog
wal advanced 3 cauta early in the
week, and the commodity is held very
ptrong, with further advances ltable
to be mado any time.

MANITOBA CROPS.

The provinecial government crop re-«
port wus fssued on SBaturday afters
noon, Auvgust 21, Weo had oniy spaco
last week to mention the government
extended gummary of the govern-
extondod gumminary of the govern-
ment report Is given this week. The
wheat yleld, which is placed atl16.49
bushels per ucre, is probably not far
astray. Some estimates made by very
competent  authorities  place  the
yield at fitteen bushels per acre, but
otlier c¢stimates range o {ew bushels
higher even than the govecrament re-
port, so that the official figure may
beo consjdered as close as it is possible
w estimate crops belore they are
harvested. Threshing returns may
change the figures slightly. The yield
is not large, but with the prospect of
very remunerative prices the crop
wiil be a profitable oune. Oats and
barley also show hght yields, The Red
river valliy districts give decided)y the
largist yields all throvzh the lists,
according to thie official report. This
agress wi.it whay The Commercial had
previously stated. The hay crop is
light. :

Compared with the final estimato
o! the crop of 1896, the yleld of wheat
Is near.y two bushels per acre larger

this year. This combined with the
fucreasad area in whext this year,

makes the total crop figure up to 21,
284,000 bushels, according to tho
governmentd report, agocompared with
14,371.000 bushels last yeur.

Tho total crop of oats is practically
the same 88 last year, bejug placed st
12,500,000 bushels in  even figures,
sach year. Twis will not leave any
surplus for export worth mentioning,
as there are no reserve stocks to car-
ry over to the new crop, and there
was only a limited quantity available
for export from last yoar's érop,
though  a considerable quantity of
ola oats were carried over from the
crop o! the prevous year. The aver-
ago yield of oats is a little less than
last year, but the area is larger, mak-
ing the total crop about the same.

The {lax crop is alittle larger than
last year. The latter crop is not re-
celving the attention from Man-
ftoba, farmers that it was formerly
expooted it would necelve.
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A oouple of years ago the
flax aren {ncrcased remarkably, but
tho Jast tiwo seasons tho crop has been
reduced to o very limited area. As
sho price of flax seod {s comparatively
high this season, 1t would bhave been
a profitable crop this year.

Tho crop estimutes given in the re-
purt, of say 20,000,000 bushels, i
columaty of this issuekl It must be re-
wembered apply only to the prevince
of Manitoba. In some districts in the
territories, particularly n  castern
Assiniboia, there will also be & ton-
siderable surplus of grain for shipmont,
which will go in with the Manltoba
crop for shipping br export puroses.
The wheat crop,of  tho territories,
added to that of Aanitoba, should
caslly bring the total up to 25,000.-
00¢ bushels, and from this there
shovld be o surplus, avallable for ex-
port, If say 200,000,000 Dushels, in
round figures. On tho vresent basis
of prices this will bring in a sufficient
return to place our farmors I u vory
comfortable position, even allowing
that all other crops wiml be reguired
for home consumption. Of course a
portion of the othoer crops will LE €x-
ported in the form of live stock, meate,
dairy procucts, ete, which wiif &dd
considerably in tho aggregate to the
incomes of our farmers.

NEW CANADIAN TARIFF,
4 copy of the mew Canapdian sariff,
in handy pamphlet form, can ve se-
cured {roe by sending in a subseription
to The Commercial. This i3 nct a
summary of the tariff, The complete
tarlff act is given, word for wordg,
as contalued in the olficiol copy.
Semd $2 for ows year's subscription to
The Commorclal, and reoeive a copy.

The Lumber Trade.
The Rat Portago Lumber Co. hus
beea obliged to bulld o cons.derable
addition tu thar sash aad door fac-

tory, owlng to the Jargely ijn.
creasa!  demand for sheir manufac-
tures  Several new machines of the

wost improved type have also Loen
acded te the factory.

The Minneapolis Lumberman says of
trade on United States PPacific coast:
There 15 an fncreased demand for fir
lumber on the coast. The raif trade
18 good but the coastwise and forelgn
traqae {s better.  Vessels are Joading
al! the time at Sound points, for ship-
sient along the coast and across the
Pacific.  But the best thing about
the ccast trade {s the demand for red
cednx shingles. Every mill on  the
ccast is running to its capacity. and
they cannov keep up with their or-
ders. In three montls the price at
the mill has gono up from 95 cents
to §1.20 and {8 still tending upward.
Many of the manufacturers are still
filing low priced orders that were
taker some timo ago, though there
{s & great temptation to accept orders
at a higher figure. The demand for
red cedar shlng;les is largely from the
states woest of the Mississippi river,
but it is s0 large as to more than
test the capaclty of the present facile
ltiwttox: manufacturing them on the
coast. .
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