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CUHIT-CITAT AND CIIUCKLES.

AN AIRY POEM.

Current Literature credits tho following “ Song of tho TParachute” to
tho Pall Mall Gazetle with these oxplanatory words :—

“ Addrossed to Prcf, Baldwin, now porforming in London, but appli-
cablo to all balloon jumpors in this country.”

As a matter of fact, the poem was writton a yosr or two ago by Capt.
Jack Crawford, tho famous government ecout and Indian fighter, after
witnossing ono of Sam Baldwin's asconsions. [era it is :—

1 oon sit on n broncho’s hurricano deck
Whon ho kicka as high as the moon,
But darn my skin if you')l get mo in ~
T'o an untamed Yankeo balloon,
That goes liko a Winchoster rifle shot
Up toward Heaven's ack garden plot.

I havo run sowe risks on the wild frontier,
When the Reds war about in the land,
But tofump in the alr from awny up thar

Would oxhiaust my sup{»ly of sand;
You bet I'd hang on to that old balloon
If she bumped her side against tho moon.

Sapposo that overgrown parasol
hould happen to make a kick
An’ fail to do as lio wanted it to,
Ho'd drop to the earth too quick,
And would sink o deep that his friends, no doubt,
Wauld go to China to dig bim out.

I'm kinder glad that the old balloon
Refuned to straddle the cloud ;

When he cut her away ho meant to atay,
Tho' he landed to fifl a shroud ;

And soun or late, you hear e toot,

He'll break his neck from that parachute.

And if I'm around when the corpse cones back,
And is laid in tho last low bed,

And the soft winda sigh « sweet lullaby,
O'er the poor balloonist’s hend,

I hardly think it'll be amiss

To write bim an epitaph just like this:

‘s Hero lies tho body of one who flew
Like a moteor up toward Heaven's blue,
Apd then, with a reckless sort of grace,
Flew just as fast toward the other place,
Sometimes t'ward Heaven, somotimes t'ward—well,
He changed s0 often it’s hard to tell
Whether upon his final scoot
Ho works a balloon or a parachute.”

Our objection to the foolhardy man is not thet ho is a fool but that he
is hardy. He nover scems to die.

The clergyman in an Enpglish town, having published tho banns of
matrimony between two persons, was followed by the clork, reading the
hymu beginning with these worda : * Mistaken souls, who dream of H caven’

Young lady (to turnkey)—Can I take theso flowers in to the prisoners,
sir? Turnkey—Yes, mom ; the thieves and pickpockets 'ill be glad to got
‘om. Thoy dotes on flowers. But thore ain’t no murderers in now, wemw.
Tho last one was pardoned out yesterday. Young lady—Oh, I am so sorry,

Improved Appearances.—Dentist—* What can I do for you, madam 9"
Mrs. O'Rahilly (suddenly rich)—*“I want yezto bo after prying the
amalgum fillin’ out o’ me back tooth an’ puttin’ in gold. Since Dinnis got

the contract on ther new squedook 't is not tho expente we bo winding in
any ways.”

Husband (pettishly) :—“ Why, Nellic, do you spend so much time at
the lookiag-glass ?”  Wifo :—* To make mysolf look as attractive as possible.”

H :—*Pshaw? You aro too vain. And what docs it all amount to?
Idon’t admire you any more” W.—“I know it, but you are not tho only
man in the world.” H. puts on his thinking cap.

The hygroscopic quality of table salt, and its tendency to pack togother
in cruots and containers, may be entirely overcomo by thoroughly drying
the salt and intimatoly mingling with 1t a small percentage of dry corn
starch or arrowroot. From 8 to 10 per cont is amply sufficient for the most

humid atmogphero (as on the sea coast,) whilo & much less percentago of the
starch is sufficiont for inland points.

An Eastern potentato onco nsked a group of his courtiers which they
thought the grostest man, himself.or his fathor. At first he could olicit no
roply toso dangerous a question. At last a wiley old courtier said;
“ Your father, sire ; for, though your are equal to your father in all other

respects, in this ho is superior to you,—that he had a greater son than any
you have.” He was promoted on the spot.

Mossrs. Hancock of London have on exhibition a wonderfnl ruby. It1s
1 inch in length, § inch in width, and weighs 24 carras, and 18 said to bo
tho most important ruby in the world in respoct of tho three essential
qualities of color, sire, and briliancy. When Mossrs Hancock, after
spending months in traaty for its purchase, finslly securced the stone (which
is supposed to bave lain hiddon for years among tho ancestral treasures of
ono of the Burmah princes), it was larger, but badly cut. To sacrifico sizo
to the requiroments of art was a bold resolution, but it was taken, and the

result of puiting the gem into the hands of an ominont lapidary is the
Dpossession of a stone in every way uniquo.

TO THE DEAF.—A Person cured of Deafness and noises in tho head of 23 years
standing by e simple remedy, will send adescription of it ¥REE to any person who applies
to N1cHOLSON, 17rhIcDougaﬁ Street, Now Yorx.

SOINNGES OY THEHE SEHIRT.
Paddy In fi meets a friend. )= Where did I get this shirt? Bedad
(Paddyin ful dress mee ) 1 got it where they can be had
Ry auy decent caller, .
At Clayton & Sons on Jacob Sthrate,—
Now aan it iligant and nate,
Aud ONLY CO3T3 A DOLLAR !

A Dollar ** ** Yes, bedad {ts thrue
And Barney dear ! i1 was you,
1'd go ‘and git another.”
“ 1l do st Pat—1 will me friend—
Wan for mesitf—and | will sind
Wan to our Mick, ne brother.

Sandy at market, j=1I guess «tus s a® 1 want the noo,
¢ Y )—Aid glad 1 am at bewn’ throo,
So I'll be toddlin® ben :—
BBy Georgel 1 heana finished yet,—
To-tmorrow’s Sabba—l maun get
Ane o' thae shirts ye ken,

“I'is but a step to Claytons’ place—
I'here’s no needsessity to race

Aund I'ULbe hame jn time ¢
And Jenct Jass~-the scoldin’ jade
Secin’ the bargain 1 hae made

For ance witl hush her chimel

SOUTE-BEIND

Door, Sash & Moulding Factory & Planing Mills,
81 & 83 PLEASANT STREET, HALIFAX, N. S,,
E. GIBSON & SONS, - - - Proprictors.

Doors, Sashes, Frames, Mouldings, Planing, Tongue and Grooving, Turning, Scroll
Sawing, Band Sawing, Ete., Et.,

‘ lesceiption of work wiually dune in a first-cluss Fuctory., Estimates furnished
‘f‘\‘:"l‘:(:‘e‘f{";::gr‘g{o“ of' '\\'nrk I-I\er);y facility fo. ‘oading .ll‘r:ct emm‘ thYo wharf, Orders
" from c‘:o Conntry promptly attended to. TELELHONE NO. 130,

W.e C. STI.VER.
MANUFACTURERS OF CLOTHING.

New Fall Suitings just opened, Scotch and Canadian
Tweeds, Nova Scotia Homespun, &ec., &c.,

SUITS MADE TO ORDER,
UNDERCLOTHING IN GREAT VARIETY.

GEORGE STREET, - HALIFAX, N.S.

PIANOS & ORGANS.

By the Greatest and Best Makers.

SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS THIS MONTH TO
REDUCE THE SURPLUS STOCK.

DON'T FAIL TO CALL OR WRITE FOR PRICES.

W. H. JOHNSON,
121 AN!)_ 123 HOLLIS STREET, HALIFAX, N. S.

REODES, CURRY & CO.

AMHERST, NOVA SCOTIA,
MANUFACTURERS AND BUILDERS

1,000,000 ¥FEET LUMBER EKBPT IN STOCH.
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*CABINET TRIM FINISH,” for Dwellings, Drug Stores, Offices, etc,

SCHOOL, OFFICE, CHURCH AND HOUSE FURNITURE ETC,

BRICKS, LIME, CEMENT. CALCINED PLASI T, ETC.

Manufacturers of and Dealers in all kinds of Builders! Materiala,
“¢7 SEND FOR ESTIMATES. &g
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