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son came thundering at the head of his
staff, and, according to my best recollection
his body guard. e had evidently just left
the last conference that he ever had with
General Sherman, near the Howard House.
and was on his way to see what the rapid
and sudden firing npon his left all meant.

General Sherman i8 certainly mistaken, in
his Memoirs, when he says that he was al-
most, if not entirely, alone, for I estimated
his rank entirely by the size of his retinue,
and in that estimate I fixed his rank at
nothing less than a corps commander. e
had a considerable staff with him, and ac
cording to my best recollection, a body
guard followed him.

He was certainly surprised to find bimself
suddenly face to face with the rebel line.
My own compeny and possibly others of the
regiment had reached the verge of the rond,
when he discovered, for the first time, that
be was within a few feet of where wa stood,
I threw up my sword to him as a signal to
surrender, Not a word was spoken. He
checked his horse slightly, raised his hat as
politely as if ho was saluting a lady,
wheeled his horse’s head directly to
the right, and dashed oft to the rear in
a full gallop. Young Corporal Cole-
man, who was standing near me, was
ordered to fire upon him. He did 8o, and
it was his ball that brought General Mc
Pherson down. He was shot passing under
the thick branches of a tree, and as he was
bending over his horse’s neck, either to
avoid coming in contact with the limbs or,
more probable, to escape the death-dealing
buliet of the enemy that he knew was sure
to follow him. He was shot in the back,
and as Sherman says in his Memoirs, ¢ the
ball ranged upward across the body and
passed near the heart.”

A number of shots were also fired into
his retreating staff. .

I ran immediately up to where the dead
general lay, just as_he bad fallen, ‘upon his
knees and face. There was not a quiver of
his body to been seen, not a sign of life

~ perceptible. The fatal bullet had done its
work well. He had been killed instantly.
Even as he lay there, dressed in his major-
general’s uniform, with his facein the dust,
be was as magnificent a looking picture of
manhood as I ever saw.

Right by his side lay a man, who, if at all
hurt, was but slightly wounded, but whose
horse bad been shot from under him. From
his appearauce I took bim to be the adju-
tant or inspector-general of the siaff,
Pointing to - the dead man I asked him,
* Who is this ly'ng here ?* e answered,
with tears in his eyes, * Sir, it is General
MoPherson, You have killed the best man
in our Army."”” This was the first intima.
tion that we had as to wko the officer was
and as to his rank.

General Shermane allges in his book that
General McPherson’s pocket-book and
papers were found in the haversack of a
prigoner afterward, That may be so, but
that prisoner did not belong to our party.
Captain W. A, Brown, of Missiseippi, picked
up his hat that had caugnt in the branches
-of the tree under which he bad fallen, and
that was the only piece of McPherson's pro
perty disturbed by any of us.

As I stood over the body the bullets were
beginning to whistle rapidly around that
locality. Soon after an order was sent
commanding the divisicn to move by the
right flank, ~ Major Richnrd Person, a gal-
lant officer, who commandad the regiment,
wag on the extreme lef! ..ad in front of it,
and did not hear the or.i-:, but pushed on
to tho Federal entrenchnents, which wera
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beforeand in sightof us, 1 was salistied then
that, detached as we were, the movement
would only rasult in our doath or capture ;
but feeling it my duty to stick to the colors
of my regiment and share its fate, no mat.
tor what it might be, [ did so, and the
rosult was as I anticipated—we were all
taken prisoners. After our eapture we had
several conversations with Federal officers
in rogard to the killing of McPherson, and
1 bad myself one conversation with an offi
cer of his staff who had been fortunate
enough to escape our bullets when McPher

son fell.

The next day wo started on cur way to
Northern prisons, the officers to Johnson
Island, near Sandusky, Ohio. A short dis-
tance this side we passed through the little
City of Clyde, the birthplace and the howe of

teneral McPherson. “We noticed that the
flag was at half-mast, and asked some of
the crowd standing around the depot what
it moant, and were told they had just buried
(feneral McPherson, whom the  -* damned
Rebels had murdered, and that the flag was
at haif mast for him.”

The tragedy that I have just described
was the last one that I ever took part in
during the war, and it is as vividly pictured
upon my mind a8 if it all had occurred yes*
terday. The oircumstances under shich
General McPherson met his death where
perfectly justifiable, Ile had every oppor:
tunity on earth to surrender and refused to
do 80, but preferred to tske the chances of
flight. Although he was considered as a
bost in himself, against us, his ultimate end
was ‘mourned even by the Confederade
army, for he was universally csteemed as a
soldier and a gentleman.

RicBARD BEARD.

Preparations for Robbing Windsor
Castle.

One of our English exchanges, dated the
28th ult., contains the following singular
statement of what Jooks to have been a wall-
planned and singularly defeated scheme for
robbing Windsor Castle: TheSouth Eastern
Division of the Bucks Police, under Mr. Su-
perintendent Dunham and Inspector Pear-
man of Eton College, are at present engaged
in somewhat extraordinary matter, About
the 9th of this moath, in order to permit
some building operatious upon the premises
of Mr, Goodman the boat builder near Wind
sor bridge, the waters of the Thames were
drawn off, lowering the river by several feet.
While the stream was thus lower than usual,
a man who was walking near a back way out,
adjacent to Cuckoo Pier, which is about half
s mile from Windsor bridge, and at the
Buckes side of the river, observed a piece of
string fastened to the lower branch of a bush
overhauging the water course. His curiosity
was excited, and seeing something attached
to the string, he pulled it up, and found that
it was a gentleman’s japanned dressing case.
Turning the small key, he opene:d the case,
and found it contained a large number ol
keys and other things. Ile at once placed
the case in the hands of the police, and Mr,
Superintendent Dunham, upon examining
its contents, found that in all there were 125
keys, the larger ones having been fastened
in a bunchat the top of the case. Upon
one side of the flat, smooth surface of the
handles of two of the medium-sized keys are
the words ¢ Equeries stables—one hundred
steps,’”” and on the other side the word
¢ porter.” The 125 keys vary in size from
such aswould open gates, posterns and room

doors to the jewel cases in the Royal apart -
ments of the Castle. Besides this extraor-
dinary collection of keys, there wore on the
case pieces of wax bearing the impression
of the key-wards, two boxes of lignid for
smearing the keys in order to ascertain the
shape of the locks, a box of vestas, and two
large canvasmoney bags such as are used by
bankers—one apparently, from the coin
marks, had contained gold, and the oticr
silver,

Tt is tho Leliof of the police authorities that
the dressing case and its evidontly burgiari’
ous implements were intended to aid scme
person or persons in effecting an entrance
from the ** hundred steps’” to the private
apartments of the palace occupied by Her
Mzjesty and the Royal family, and to sweep
off the rich aud priceless jowelry. Whoever
designed this daring sci:eme hus been frus-
trated in a most singalar wsy. Those who
placed the case and koys in the stream till
some dark night or favorable opportunity
might arige for the grand coup, fastened the
string to a branch of the bush, which when
the waters of the Thames are at their ordin-
ary summer level, was a {foot below the sur
face of the little stream, and thus well con-
cealed from human eyes. They had not
calculated upon the sudden drawing off of
the water—an unusal circumstance, which,
by revealing the hiding place of the dupli-
cate keys, has nipped their enterprise in the
bud. On Friday Mr. Superinten lent Dun -
ham, accompanied by Mr, Iuspector Pear:
man, proceeded to the oflice of Mr. W. Sea-
brouk, in the Lord Chamberlain's depart
ment at Windsor Castle, and had an inter~
view with the alace authoritios, who will
doubtless institute inquiries into this re-
marable affair,

War Strength of Germany.

The way in which an ‘“army on paper"”’
melts away bofore the stern ruls of the drill
sergeant, 18 well illustrated by the actual
condition of the Gerwan Landwehr. Accord
ing to the last returns, based on the census
of 1871, the nmber of young men of twenty
on the liets was 502,000. Of this number
96,000 had been by mistake entered twice
over, 42,000 bad emigrated.or had otherwise
become unsavailable, 14,250 were qualified
as one year's seryice men (einjahrige), 240
were ‘‘morally disqualified,”” 25,000 were
* totally unfis for service,”” 5.590 * not sufli-
ciently fit for service,” 232,000 * not suffici-
ently developed physically,” 10,600 wero
exempted for family and other reasons, and
400 were in prison or under trirl. The ori-
ginal number of 502,000 men was thus re-
duced to 76.000, to which were added 97,000
men, who for various reasons had not joined '
in previous years, making n total of 166,000
men, Of these, howover, the number actu-
ally taken into the service was only 145,550
—viz 1 143,050 for the army and 2,500 for
the navy. Yot this number is largely in
exce;s of what it was at the opeuning of the
Franco German war in 1870, whon but 2}
per cent of this “ sedeuntary” force was made
available for service in the field. Now the
movable Landwehr battalions can, under
ihe new organization, be partly attached to
the divisions and brigades of the regular
army, while the fourth field battalions will
be available. These 148 battaliops, which
are only to be called out in case of war Of
mobilization, will consist of 2,664 officers
and from 118,696 to 148,296 men, with 6,
horaes, thus raising the total force of the
German army when on a war footing to 1,02

batt.lions,




