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signals, The result of the experimentsso
far as they wero carried out was counsidéred
to be very satisfactory, and more trials will
be mado.

Active Warfare in Cuba,

tiavaya. Dec. 16 —On the morning of the
30th of Novewber from 900 to 1,000 Cubuns
attacked the fort and town ot Cascorro avd
ufter & sharp strugglo succeeded in captur.
ing the fort and hauling down the flys of
Sphin,  ‘I'his act, however, causoed the loss
ol tho leader of tho stovminy party, Major
Arango, who was killed inside of the fort,
the Spaniards algo losing «w colonel and two
licutenants, aud about twenty soldiers
killed and wounded, A large Jot of arms
and smmunition was captured in the fort,
which the Cubans took off safely.

On thenight of the Gth the village of Sier
1a. near Ciet fuegas, .mas captared by the
Cub.ans numbering about eighty, and the
“nts defending tho pluce were nttacked, but
without sucerss  Alter thoesucking of the
stores they wera burit, tho forts n the
meinwhile Reopins up « Gio on the Cubiwug
wh lost three killed and five wounded
However, their coolness did not deawmt
them, and they took plenty of time in ar
vanging tho captured property for transper-
tution.

QOo the samonight about thirty Cubans at*
tacked the fort and village of Muttiempo.
and truly the place was not itl named, for
the Cubans mado is lively for the Spanwrds.
‘T'hioy captured large quantities of stores, as
well as arms, nmuunition, and grovisious
‘The Fort was  gartisoned by guardin civiles,
wito wers snugly enscoaced iu the fort, and
having hesrd o noiso for some tme,
thought tlat the Cubang had pone off ugma.
So they wtustured up courage nutd mde »
sally, but much to their discomliture, wera
tree ed with s disclinrge” from the 1ifles of
tite Cubang, whio wern watching tue fort.
Tho Guardis civiles returned at & quicker
rate than they catao out.  After the Cubans
had ticen all that suited them, they lett
very quierly, without being molested and
withone losing & single wman,

.

Several other small skirmishers between
the Cubans and Spanixeds have taken prace
Iately in tho Cinco Villus.

Tho troops from Spiin do vol arrive.
2.0st of the regutar soldiers are sick in the
huspitals, and the few thet aro well are help:
ing the volunteers and the nowly drafted
men, together with tho colored firemen, in
garrisomng tuo various forts and intrench
ments, very seldom daring 1o show their
faces outside themr. ‘There are imes
when they paes days without food on ace
count of the nop arrived of a convoy, said
convoy having most probably leen gotbled
up by the Cubuns. How the Spuuiards are
to end the iusurrection Ly pursuing this
line of couduct is incowprehensible. The
Cubansaro Increasing in sirength daily by
reinforcements from the Spanish ariny,
regulur as well as draficd men from tius
island, the regular soldiers objecting to
being mowed up in intranchments und lorts,
without anything 10 eat and no pay, so they

&ladly join fortune with tho Cubans, whero !

at lensi tho get, enough to eat, and enjry
wmoro liberty,

The Cubansin IHavana aro somewhat dise
appointed by tho meeeage of President
Grant. They had strong bopes that somo-
thing definito was to Luve been recommend:
ed. Still, the Cuban nature is very sabguine,
and they build {heir hopes and expectations

upon the-shightest of foundations, and are
now awaiting anxiously for that special
metsage which President Grant promises,
upon the uffairs of Spain and Cuba,

The Spaniards,on the contrary,are wrothy,.
but tnke it very cauly. Nevartholess,
there is & fecling of apathy, engandered by:
the disgust and suspiclon inspived by the
acts of Gen. Concha and his whole ataft of.
oflicoholders., They know that they ave
being bled fqr the support of the armyof
cormorants who arrive weekly from Spain
tr fill the int positions under Governtant,
but as they seo no remedy thoy remain pas:
siveo, pRy ns littlo aa they can in the shape
of taxes, and as for the voluntoers they vow
that not another one of them will goout
campaigning.
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Threatened War With Spain.

Wagmyaeroy, Dec. 2.t is ang epen se
cret hera that oudrelations with Spain at the
present time axe very unsatisfactory,. and
thut a war hetween the two countries may
bo yprecipitated at any momeat, Spaiu,
while complyicg with Great Britain's det
mand for indemnity in tha Virginiys case,
bas thus far t«en v steps toward comply*
ing with our deniwnd in the samecas ), and
which should propery have precedencs,
Anactivo correspondence is going on be
tween Secretary Fish and Minister Qushing
concerning tho points at issue, which shows
a strong dusire on:the part.of this Govern-
uient for the abolition of slayery in Cuba,
ad  equally strong desire for the in
dependeuca of that island.  With regard to
uffvirs in Cuba, Secrotary Fish writes ;

War still yages; thero is no chunce in
the mnlitufy situction, and this conltition of
things grow dsy by day more unsupport-
able to the Usited Stutes. ®* * * ‘The
p-hey of the United States in referencsd 10
Cub, at the present tme, is oneof éxpec-
tancy.

Tne poin‘'s ut least between the two
Governmenis, hrielly-stated. are as foltows ;
First— Cho exitence of slavery in Caba,

Second—Injury to American citizens in
Cubawithout adequate memns of démanding
itamediate repiration on the spot, :

‘I'hird—Wroins done American citizens by
the embhargo of their property for u leged
distoyalty. Restoration is domauded by the
Government. .

Fourth— lademnity in the Virginius

oase.

Fifth—The expressed desire of this
Governmont for the indepenidence of Cuba

‘To this must.sion be addeéd the offence
comunted by Spain in the detention of the
American schoner Wm, Wilson, No oificial
inform«tion has yet been vecéived here of
the boarding -of'the Awerican scheoner
Wm. Wilson, -six miles from Porte Richo,
in the passage fromx & porte in Span to
Turk's Islind, by a Spanish cruiser, s ver
ported ir the presa despatchés of the.13th
mst It appoara the schooner was hove to
by the firing of three blank cartridges from
& Spanishh war vessel, boarded, her cargo
and destinntion ascértained; and she wns
then allowed to proceed. This easo when
oflicially presented by tho Government will
demand its immediateattention. Az ro
ported, Spaint bus beon guilty of a breech of
tatecustional law, for whichshe must be beld
to ncconnt.

On.the 16th-of June, 1858, the Senate of

the United States unanimously- adopted a
resolution in these words ®

Resolved, As thejudgment of the Senate,
that American vessols on the high seds in
the time of pesce, besting the "Ametioan
flag, remain under the jurisdictiol of thik
country to which they belong; sod, thers
fore, Ay visitation, molestatiom or deten-
tion of such vessels on the part of A foreign
power is in derogation of-the sévérignty of
the.United States, : i .

After the passage of this resolution Great
Britain formally .recognised the principle
thus apgounced,'and other wmaritime powers
and writers on international law aesert it,
‘The ‘President, in" his tessage transmitting
the Virginius cotr:spondence to: Congrees
LEI

No state of war.existed counferring upon
& wmaritime power 'the right to .molvst and
detain upon tho high seds..a documented
vessel. c e

And the Attarney Generil; in his decision
ia the case, said : .

Spain ,:no0 doubt, has a right to capture a
vessel with an American register and carry:
ing the Ametican flyg 10und in hér owa
wators, assisling of endeavaring {o assist
the ineutrection.in Guba; but ghe .hss fo
tight to capture such a vessel on the high
se:;xt's upon ap apprehension that, in violation
of'tlic* neutrality or navigation laws of the
United Siates, she was on hier way'lo assist
tho said rebellion. . :

‘The deténtion of the Ameérican schooner
Witliam Witson on the high seas by aSpanith
war vessel is therefore clearly nbreech of the
nteanational law \v§_zich this ' Government
cannot alford to overlook, .

1t is well known to the authorities here
that for months past Spain bas been making
extenstve naval preparations to defend
China. ) S0t
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Geneéral de Cissey Las just written a high*
Iv complimentary. letter to Colonel Reflye,
Director of tha Arsenalof Tarbes, on the
sutject of the'breeech loading fisld.piece in*
vented by him, and now sdopied. in .the
French servica. Tiie. War Minister says
that 1he regiments:huve the .greatest.con-
filence in.their new piece;: and :that the
ounly guns which have been damaged: were
some mude by .privats firms during.the war,
¢ The system of artillery, §hich--{he; army,
torough gratitude, has calied. after: your
name, his allowed.us .thospace.of fifteen
months to re'constitute our fiuld batteries.”
QGeneral De Ciesey .alao .mentions that ** our
first lino of defonce’ will also soon be arm*
ed 'with the R-fiyn guns.’ These guns were
tirst used in Paris during the siege  Gene
tal Ductot had thedi whea he crossed theé
loop of the Mdrne «iid uttacked thé Germin
lines ut Chatopigay'; the Reéfiyes were then
highly spdken of ; but not ouly wers the
troops ot used ‘to them, but ‘the weather
wis 30 buterly ‘cold’(hit the bréech apparn
tus hiad not fair play - '

A letter from Berlin, the writer of which
is entitled to ciédit, says: ** To the qrdinaty
military badget 226,000,000, has'to be ad:
ded, devoted to tlis wanufacture’ of mus.
kets and canmon, the oonstjuction of
strengthening of fortresses, and ‘the £on*
atrdction of strategic railways, This axtras
ordidary expendature, 'spresd_Over yeirs,
lius been long voted, und the £26,000,000f.
to be vdted for 1875 brings up the eatire
war budget to 626,900,000f. with .36 mil.
lions for the navy. ‘lhe bill bn the Lunds®
turtn will be passed withous any amend:
ment, and it ia culculated that for the cadres
of this new contingent, 6,262 officers will be
required. T



