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perience of 1866, partly acting on their mili-
tary inslincls, adoptod now tnctics and met
tho fresh requiroments. They quickly ro.
futed tho arguments that had found favor
witha groat many military men, that the
improved arms would give so undue a pre.
cminence to tho defensive, that war would
resolve itsolf into war of posts.  Un the con.
trary they took the initiative with bold at.
tacks, only in placo 0» manwuvring n
masges, or even in lino with skimishers in
front, they adopted an extended order for
their succesivo waves of attack, thus giving’
the men the free uso of their weapons, and
allowing the rapidity of loading charactenz.

ing  tun  broech loader to have fult
scope,  They instilled into their soldiors
the necessity of cconomizing their

ammuopilion, and of oclosing with the
enemy, not in :tho- old sense with
the bayonet, but in order to mako overy
shot tell from: their comparatively short
ranging tifle. In-theirinstructions they.laid
special stresz on what has been transiated
as fire discipline, ‘teaching their men (o0 act
individually, or in'small- bodies in extended
order with tho same steadiness as when-in
close order undor tho oyo of theircol. The
steady discipline and the instruction in their
prefession of every grade from the general
to the privato, and especlly of ‘the reg
mental officers, produced admirable results.
‘The French,velying on.their long rangerifle,
firing rapidly. 1ather than carofully, and
trusting to -the defensive, ‘contrary to tho
traditions of their army. and the- aptitude
of their soldiery, wore beatey ; and nlthough
many other causes muy here contributed to
their defeat, yet those here given, together
with the laxer discipline of the men and the
inferior military education of the officers,
were someo of the principal .reasons which:
led to the- success.of the Germans and tho
distruction of the armies of what had’hitheras
to beon considered the most military nation
of the continent.  What then do we learn
from thelistory. qf {his war 2 That with the
introduction ‘of {he breechloader, moro
stringent discipline, greater steadiness, and
individual intelligence, is required from tho
men, and more careful study is demanded
from the officers, cspecially from thoseof
the lower grades, on whomincreased respon
sibility will devdlve. If wo march with the
age in military as well as other matters, wo
need not fear evil resulls from tho introduc-
tionofthe brecohloader. The stendiness of our
Infantry which. Tins recently received such
praise from 'a French military writer. L
allude to.General Trochu's quotations from
Marshal Dugrand’s opinions, ivillstand us in
good stead. “‘he Herrible. fite for which in
old wars they hod been famous,will still char
acterizo them when they have to use the
new improved weoapons. Oaly wo miist
adopt modoin ideas m regird Lo tactics,
rememboting that Sglting in extended order
docs not mean Igoseness in drill, but rather.
increased steadincss and: grealer submission |
to discipline, and that rapidly andaccurat-
cly shooting riflésare not inténded toen-
courage quick and careless firing, biat ritlier
economy of ammunilion and'a desire never
to throw away=n .shot, . The men must be
taught that whén onco lanached forward to
the attack,.ithere: is no retreat. ‘They
must advance rapidly over the ground swept
by the cnemy’s -fire, the supports and re-
serves, to use the old terms, closing onthe:
abyanced line :ds it :approaches -the enemy,
filling up the gaps and .adding the strength
and impetus to the final rush, Ifso hand.
led, the rapidly loaded bracchloader will do-
much {o restore to the attack the advantago-
which accurately shooting muzzle .loaders-

had given to tho defence, whilst it will se.
cure 10 the Infantry tho pre'chiinece it hias
long held in modern armies. I venture
merely to throw out these hints, taken
mostly from recently published (Germn
words on tho last war, for the consideration
of those who aro nteresterd in military mat
ters, and who seelc a solution for tho many
questions which the recent charges in weap:
'ons have given rise lo among wil who study
military listory. [ do noc apologizn for
these remarks,as although I am addressing n
hterary and scientific audience, T know that
among them nre muny who have devoted
thiesr time,their onergy.and theic knowledge
to strengthemng the defensive power of their
native country by servico i the inks of
ber noble constituted firm, tho Militia of
of Canada,and consequent will be able to ap-
preciato uny romarks that I may have m:de
on military subjects.”

On thoe conclusion of the lecturo n vote of
thanles was proposed by Liout.-Col. Powell
and scconded by Dr. VanCortland it is
bardly necessary to say that the proposition
was cordially adopted. ‘The gallant colone)
briefly acknowledged this mark of apprecia-
tion, and then exhibited to such of the audi-
enco as remained the soveral rifles ho had at
hand to illusteato s subject.—Free Press.

TUE ASHANTEE WaR.

THE FLCT ENCOUNTEE,

Tho following is Sir Garnet \Wolscley's
official report of tho first eacounter with the
encmy, which took place on Uct. 14.—The
despatch is publisho L in the London papers

¢("are Coast Casrng,

of Nov, 19.
October 15, 18173, }

Sir,—I have the hionor to inform you that
a column— namely, twenty nine Blue jack-
els, with one seven p.ounder gun, one rocket
trough, twenty Royal Marine Artillery, 129
Roysl Marine Iaight Infantry, 205 Second
West Indian Regiment, 126 Houssas, ten
armed police, thirty axemen, and 270 car
riers—marchied yesterdsy from Elmins,
under command of Lieutenaunt Col. Wood,
V. C., and destroyed the dizaffected villages
of Essaman, Amquana, Akimfoo, and Am-~
penee. Iaccompaneid the columpv, in order
to make it plain to the natives thatIam
sont here, not to administer the Govern-~
ment, but as a general officer to command
her Majesty's troops, and that lintend per-
sonally-to take part in all military opera«
tions. I had resol“ed to destroy these vill-
ages, becauso I hid for some time known
that thoy were occupied by detachments of
tha Asbanteo forces, and that their inhabit-
ants were in.leaguo with tho enemy. Our
officers could not go to any distanco from
‘Elmina without be’ng insulted snd threat-
ened. with attack, aad I had tha best au
thority for knowing ihat tho large force of
Ashantees in camp at Mampon dreew their
supplies through theso villages. I had
summoned their chiels to present them-
selves at Elmina. They, however, had not
only refused to come, but sent insulung
auswers, to which they wero prompted by

lages and prevent any reinforcetnonts ar-
viving from Mampon, 1 carefully spread
falso intelligonco that I was about to move
with a foreo in another direction, on tho
night of tho 13th, and I gave ncarly two
days for the nows to roach the enemy.—The
ruse was entirely successful Lhereis overy
reason to believe the cuemy were complets
ly surprised, and tho distanco heotween
Mawmpon to Essamon m :do it impossible for
tho Ashantecs to reinforce Essamon in time
without pravious warning. As soon as 1
had decided on my plan [ invited theco
aparation of the Senivr Naval UfHcer, who
held in readiness the Royal Mariues and
Blue jickets above spocilicd, and landed an
offiver and forty two blue jickets at Cape
Coast, nud an officer and twonty blue jack-
ets at Elmina, to garrison thoso places dut.
ing the temporary abscnce of tho troops.
Tho detachment, Sacond West India Regt:
ment,embarked on board hier Mnjesty's ships.
Decoy, on the cvening of tho 13th, and I
embarked with some of my etff on Loard
iler Majesly's ship Barracvuia at nine p.m,
‘T'he IToussas were already at Elmina. At
about 1 a.u, 14th, the Barraocutia and Des
coy steamed for Elmina Roads, and about 3
a.m,, the disembarkation of the troops com-
menced,—Owing, liowover, to the stato of
the tirdo and tho heavy surf, the last of the
Royal Murines were not landed till 5 a.np.
Abaut half past 4 a. m., the advance guards
ol lloussas had marched off, and the main
boly moved at a few minutes past §,.—About
a quarter past 7 o'clock, after a march along
a tra i, whichat times led wusthrougha
swauy hoeo deep, and at times through
high Lush, we encountcred the enemvina
dense bush at a short distance from the
village of Essaman, and after a short action
drovo him in, omploying shells and rockets
to dislondge bim from the village, which full
into our hands at ten minutes to eighta.ui.
I caused tho village o be destroyed. .\
largo quantity of powder was found, together
with many guns and some Ashantee war
drums, indicating the presenco of Ashantee
war chiefs, and proving that our attack was
asurprise. A feww dend bodies were found
but the nature of the bush renders all esti-
mato either of .ae enemy s numbers of losses
80 conjecturai that I prefer to make no at
tempt to define them. Uur own losses
werosmall, but I deeply regret that our
list of wounded includes my chiefl staff offi+
cer, Colonel McNeidl, V, C,,C. M. G., whose
teroporaty abscnce fromy  the duties for
which lie 1s so0 cfficient 1s a serious loss to
the service at tlus time ; and also Capt, Kre-
mantle, R.N., the sentor naval officer on
the station, who was shot tbrough tho arm
whule superintending tho artllery.—After a
short halt we again marched at a quarterto.
ten, and arrived at Awmquana at twenly
winutes past twelve, This sillage was de°
serted, and I caused it tobe destroyed, Wo
werohalted on the beach, and about two
o'clock, after 1 had despatched the wounded
withan escort of native troops to IElmina,
left tho greater part of the Royal Marines
whom was anxious to spare uaduo fatigue,,
halted at Ambuana,, where they kept up
my communcations with Elmins,atd moved
with the remainder of the native{roops
and a fewvoluntcers from the Royal Mar
inos under commiand of Capt. Creaso west-
ward along the bheach. Alfter beingjoined’
by all the availablo marircs and blue jackets

tho Ashantees at Mampon, who tord them
thdt the Ashantees were more courageous |
than the English, that ths English would |
not dare to march info the Lush to attack |
the villages, and that cven should tiey do
so, the Ashantccs wwould come to the help
of tlié chiefs. In order to surprise the vil-

who could be landed. from Her Majesty's
shipa «rgus and JDecoy, we procéeded to.
Akimioc, found this wilinge deserted andt
destroyed it. Weo then continued the:
march to Ampanee, This village was-also

deserted, and wo destroyed.it. - The.twe. . ¢

last named village§ had been - shélled by- .}



