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wero under discussion. They even blamed
the English Premier for his warmth, A lew
also blamed him for concentrating so many
troops at home. Foreign critics havo
echoed their own words. A Gorman semi-
official organ has made light of England's
strenglh and security,  What has been the
auswer? Onoeofscorn and semi-defiance,
uermany is answered that even without al.
lics we can hold our own, and endure a long
and setious war, with every vrospect of suc-
cess, Pulling sentimentalists have evoked
th answer to their own cowardly taunts.
Wo havo been driven o take stock of our
resources, and sve issue from tho process
without weakness and without dismay,

Again Russia has tried toplay upon thenld
string of **identity of views," this timo not
about Turkey, but about Central Asia, She
professes to bo satisfied with her rescarches.
Couat Schouvaloff’ has been purring at evey
court on his way home. But we find no
purring in Russin. When journalists are
forbidden to discuss, there is asually some-
thing unpleasent to reveal. The Count
came undrr colour of negociating a Royal
marringe ; ho retires under cblour of havin
exchanged views respecting the universa
bugtear—the International,” Wo happen to
be better informed than to believe all we
hear from St. Petersburg. Matters bave
very materially changed sinco November,
1870, when Russia withdrew from the Black
Sea Treaty. Wo are by no means effaced.
‘T'he rules that made judgment go against us
at Geneva are now binding upon the United
States. The Aladamas of the Hudson are no
longer feared. ‘The Navy of the Umted
States, as we have disclosed in there col.
umns, isin astate of rotten inefficiency.
Seen afar off, through the intervening hori
zon haze, raised by Mr, Reed, Peler ihe
Gieat looked s monster. 1tis no longer a
terror, either to John Bull couchant or John
Bull rampant. England is in a position to
make her influence felt, Russia tries it on,
and *“identily of views" is not so appsrent,
though again professed. Earl Granville is
s being very unlike Lord Aberdeen, in
whose ‘ moderation and gool sense!
Princ Menschikoff so firmly believed. My,
Gladstone is not a fighting Premier, but he
has shown that he kuows how and when to

ut his foot down,and he daes not rate Eng
and's Empire in India so lightly that he
can allow it tobe imperilled out of * con.
sideration ' for imprisoned Russian traders.

Unless Couut Schouvaloff be the veriest
diplomatic dolt in existence, he must have
felt the pulse of England during his short
stay in this country. It bas been beating
firmly and steadily all the time he was hero,
without intermittence and without cessation.
‘The absense of the * moderation * expected
i3 now lamented by the Official Gazéite of St.
Petersburg, The demon is raised, and can.
not bo so readily laid, even with bell, book,
and candle. Pegce partisaus find it diffjeult
to resist the tide. Arbitrationists would

hardly consent o refer the question of the,

frontier of Afghanistan to any court or arbi-
ter. Fighting for * o sick man ™ and fight~
ing for the secuiity of our Inaian Euwpire,,
are seen to be wholly different things by the
most obtuse and_doltish.  No matter how
we have aguired our Indjan possessions,
they are in our keaping, and we capnot con.
sent to part with them, or to expose them to
the cunning of Russian intriguers.

Few persous are so sanguine as (o believe
in the absolute sincerity of Russia’s iwnten:
tion to stop short of ghie actual conquest . of
Khiva. Itfnot now, at some other time the
proper excuge will bo made, She might
have arrested her course in 1364, when she

had mastered the Kokands, occupying Douli.
otto, ‘l'urkestan, and Chemkend. But in
the following year Tashkend was attacked,
lest it should fall into the hands of Bokaria.
The capturo of Samarcand succeeded,
dinco then Khiva i.self bas Leen thieatened
only to escapo for a time. Russia’s roal in-
tentions get moro apparent. Sho wishes to
make hier frontier conterminous with our
own, for purpvses wo may casily guess,
Heavy embargoes havoalready been laid up.
on our commorco in tho newlv-acquired
rogions. ‘The I{hanates ave practi. lly closed
to us. Shrewd observers have not expect-
ed any thing else. Ier ultesior ¢lject 18 to
wealken our hold upon India, and to play up-
on our weakness 8o as to produco *identity
of views " upon European questions, and
reach Constantinople in the rear, It is of
no use mincing matters. Russia, no doubt,
would liko India well cnough, if she could
get it, and the possibility of getting it does
not seem so diflicult to her as to us.

But wo should relish nothing better than
a dofensive war ageinst Russin. We could
meet her in India perhaps better than we
did in the Crimea. Evonts have changed
somewhat since the Central Asian question
wag last stirred to its depths. Afghanistan
has not been aunexed, as recommended by
tho Russophobists of Calcutta, but the next
best thing has been done, The Ameer has
been made our ally, Lord Lawrence laid
that little matter in proper order before he
lett Indin, nnd Lord Mayo sottled tho bus-
iaess. Lord Northbrook has so far continued
the right policy that he refused to bo drawn
into a premnture entaglement by promising
the requested assistance to the Khan of
Khiva. The native races of India would like
a little fighting. Sikhs leave the Army in
disgust because there is nothing to do. The
Abyssinian campaign has restored-our pres-
tige. Russia has never yet had more than
4000 troops in the field in Central Asia, and
we could place six times that number.on the
Afghan frontier before the Oxushad been
crossed. Mr. Cardwell’s home concentra.
tion would prove useful in a new sense, aud
war would settlo matters, for a few genera.
tions. Russia knows all this very well, and
hence she drawsin like the touched leafof
a senstive plant. Sho has no notion of provok-
ing us in this direct manner, and there is
accordingly all the more need for firmness
and circumspection on our part. We be.
lieve they are both being exercised, and ina
way to bear substantial and permaunent fruit.
Events will speed.! show whether we are
mistaken or not.

Quite independently, however, of any
precise definition of the decision arrived at
—a work of some difliculty al present—it is
noticeable that we have **peiked up”ina
manner most surprising to somesentimenta.
lists. Dr. Arminius Vambéry, who cannot
justly be so gty'ed, rejoices in ourawakening
He is pleased tcbehold the frut of his own
labours. Others might justly be as proud ¢,
thoedefeat of their own vaticinations. ‘The
removal of the American difficulty has real-
1y ¢leaved the political air like a thunder-
storm. Wo see anu breathe more clearly.
The panicof 1870 has passed away, Ger
many may boast, but we do not fear her.
Sheo has yet to square accounts with France
and she is just as much interested in curb
ing Russia as we are; if anything, rather

.more 80, because Russia is a neighbour, and

might become an cunemy, cither by alliance
with France or Austria. In our own way,
wo are proparing for any emergency that
may arrive. Our Army will presently be
more efficient than it has ever beon in the
whole course of oyr Listory — better armed,

botter drilled, better trained. Our Navy,in
spilo of much to complain of, is without a ri.
val, and it grows every year. The spirit of
the poople 13 unbroken by reverses, unin-
flamed Ly successes. Whalaver non inter-
ventionists may say and do,they find it hard
to induce the peoplo to kotow to any foreign
authority. If we succumbed in 1870, it
was because wo had ceased to rely on a
mero paper guarantee. Let Ruseia repoot
the experiments that preceded the Ciimean
War, and she will understand tho meaning
of our non effacement. Our material re-
sources are abundant. What little discon:
tent wo have at home is not national La®
local. The heart is sound. OQur very ro
serye as o first rato Power rendeis us all tho
maore potent when we speak out, aud thero
hag been somo round anl plam speahing
during _the last few wechs, With a good
cause Great Britain would be as sttong and
ag valiant as ever ; and those who imagine
that becauss we do not ask peoplo (o tread
on the tail of our coat we h vo 1 lighting
left in us, commit as great a mistulc as it
they werc to interprot & moral epilepsy t
be moral sirength and five-breathing to Le
fierce genuino valor.— Broal 1iryie

THE BRITISII NAVY.

In the last fifteen years wo find that there
has been spent in erecting what was expeut
ed to he really efficient Navy, the enormous
sum of between £30,000,000 and £,40,001) .
000, and with what result? Simply that we
find ourselves now in almost the sume state
of transition ns vegards the form or con.
struction of thoslip as when in 1851 tle
Warrior, steamed proudly down the
Thames. The increasing power of artillery.
was the primary cause of the revolution n
the construction of warships. For when
Russia, in that terrible and successful attack
on the Turkish fleet at Sinope, proved the
penectrative and destructive cffect of the
then modern artillery the problem was at
once created as to how fara ship could be
constructed capable of resisting not only
the penetrating shot, but also the still mo.e
terrible sholl. And from that day to tlis,
first the stup, then the gun has gained tho
upper band.  In those days the 6S pounder
causad most disastrous results, Now it is
the 35 ton 700 pounder gur. *hat sands its
mighty messenger of destruction, not simply
through the unresisting side of the old-three*
dceker, but penetrating the armour of the
very finest specimens of naval modern archi-
tecture. For instance, the gunsof the De.
vastion, can pierce the sides of the Hercules
at adistance o over 2000 yards.

Weare led to returnagain to this mos. vital
question of our naval supremacy owing to
u very able article having lately appeared
the present number of the Quarterly Review.
And wo conceive, as we peruse the article.in
question, that it is one likely to altract con-
siderable attention, for the simple reason
that it supplies such an array of facts that
carry the greates weight ; and though we
might reasonably wish for mure information
stiil the romarks we refer-to are worthy of
special attention.

The simple < battle of the guns' is not
ono tho article in question wishes particular-
ly to consider. And yet we may be par-
doned the.remark when we assert thut the.
gun, being the very arbuter of war, our Navy
can never be satisfactorily rcconstructed
until its true effect 1s considered. .

Uur naval sapremacy is the groundof
comparison the Quarterly Review takes up,

and in computing foreign navies with our



