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had nothing to lage, but overything to gain, by the mobor exeroise
of areversus progcetsive orirical epiris. Workors in this fleld
nmust hold themaslves fres to roooive light from sli quartors ; nnd
philoaophy rightly studied shomld teaoch thom to bo unos only
aggressive but also oatm, juodiolal, and shorooghly induotivo in
their soaroh for truth. Buy tho geoas domiuariog philosophical
upeculations now daily woven into popular literaturo and soionce
wero direotly autagoaistio to tho cautral truthae of thoology. This
was the oago with varions forms of materialiem. Its universal
negatlon o? apirit struck ad tho being of God and all depeodent
dootrines. Its attempt to rednce man’a conatitution to onofaoter,
to make him all body and no soul, a cuaningly consteuncted ma-
chine ¢et in motlon and directed by physioal foice, lelt no room
for elther fresdom or moral responaibility. He was in the iron
geasp of a relentless nocessity deprived of freeagenoy andinoapable
of virdue or vios, as theso were dosoribed in Boripture. All this
rested upon pure assumption, for waterialists bad not given aovi-
denne of thas whioh shoy confidertly postulated. They assorted
withous proof that all mental, moral, and spiritnal phenomens
wero acoounted for by she investigations of physicists, while the
truth wae that physicists, by every method of analysis knowa to
thom, had failed to disoover tho sonroeof a mingle thought, volition,
hope, joy, sorrow, or aot of consoience, When theyhad done their
atmoss the wholo mass of apiritaal phonomona was ssill nio
counted for, untouched. The hypothosis of evolation had of lste
ponairated all departmonts of thought. Is was need to explain the
origio and growth of all things. One thing was commeon to ail
processes of evolution, namely, tho anhmited time required to
bridg about resuits. The gonesis of the world duted away back in
the paat eternity they know not how far. Rogurdlessof whatGod
said as to man having been oreated in s own imsge wo woro
atked to believa in an irperceptibly geadusl evolution, an un-
speakabdly slow ascent from primordial germa through couotless
millions of ages, and throogh as many brute ancestors of various
ordere, Religions life in like maoner rote from the lowess fetish-
ism, and diversifled itaelt into all the formu of she prehistorio
past. Christianity was nothing more than an eolestic belief,
evolved out of all the corrups cnlis thas preceeded it, This might
please Pagansg, Bnddhists, and admirers ot the pariament of re-
ligions, but it was in fiagrant contradiotion of Sotipture und his.
tory. (Applanse.) Whatever truth and beanty great epecinlists
migbt profess to ece in this hypothesin, it was obvicus that asat
inficonoed current thoology and the beliel of the masses, 1t dia-
oredited s supernatnral revelation, rendered void fai:h in the
miraculons appearance of the Son of God among men, and conse
quently in all the distivotive dootrines of the Gospel. In lihu
manner & oritical examination of Pantheism, and of many other
ourrens philosopbies and epeounlations woald revesl both theie
woakness and antsy,*niem to Biblioal theology. 1t was atill trae,
after the lapse of ages, that the world by wisdom koew not God.
Hencs the folly—ons wag constrained to say the wicked folly—of
preaching philosopby to perishing men, inetcad of the sumple
Gospel, which was the power of God and the wisdom of Ged unto
salvation to every one that believeth.

SABBATH SCHOOLS,

Rav. Dr, Coobrane, in presonting the report on Sabbath schoole,
on behalf of the Western Beotion said that Sabbath schools in the
ninoteenth century did pot neod any defcnce whatevar. Even
infidels and sceptica sent their children to them, and he was glad
to sey that the attendance was increasing every year. Sabbath
aohocls wers really a part of the Church, and the eldor or minister
who took nointeress in them was not only doing an injary to his
own soal, but was crippling the work of Christ. In Great Britain
thers wers to-day 71,550 teachers, 837 000 echolars ; on tho Earo-
pean Continent, 83,000 teacbors and 374,000 scholars ; in Asia and
Africs, 2,258 teachers and 28,750 scholars, in Austratia and Now
Zealand, 9.350 toschers and 110,500 scholars; total, 118000
teachers and 1,851,060 scholars. In the Upited States thero were
162 500 teachers and 1,571,000 scholars; and in Canadas, 18,000
teachers and 163,000 scholare. The total for tho Western Saction
was 297,000 teachers and 3,085,463 scholare. In an ago when
sacular ednostion almost seemed fozeed upon certain Churches in
order to meat the demands of Romanism and ritualism, it was
necessary that the youth of tho land should be groonded in the
greas dostrines of their faith, They from Oanada breathed moro
freely now because that morning newa had been flashed across tho
Atlantio that in Qasebeo, whora thoro were ton Catholics for every
Protestant, the people bad ssid shas they weold rather sruss the
State in the hands of tho Protestants than to the Biabo,aof Rome.
Qasbeo had ssruck the blow whioh he hoped woald reach the

yatfoan that dsy., He hoped tho Pope wou!d aoderssand what is°
msand, and also thas Westminster wounld underatand it,

WORK ON THE CONQYLNT,

Ia conucotion with a psper un work on she European continend,
Rev, Peinoipal MaoViocar expressed eatisfaotion thas she Counoil
had at leogih como $0 practical work, and omphanized the sugges-
tion made as to sho planting of Eoglish okurohass on sho contigens.
It bad fallon to his lot to bo in contaos with similar work for moro
than twenty-oight years. In tho college ovor whioh ho presided
thoy had a prof.seor whose wholo tima was givon to the training
ol Frenoh and English speaking wisasiovaries, In the province of
Quaobeo they had ninoty points as whioch they had planted mission-
arios who spoke both Fronch and English, und who Ilubored suo-
cessfully in oulightening tho million and a quarter of French
Roman Cstholios who inhabited the province, The growth of a
liboral evangelioal spiris was greatly promoted by tho labors of
theso missionaries, and thoro wae this advantage in the plan sug-
gested—anamoly, that the Romich populasion folt thas they had
tho sympashy of ths great Protestant Charohes of the Dominfon.
Ho could conceive of nothing thas would bo more effective in
bringing sheir work practically to bear on the continent of Europes
than the suggestion ol Pastor Dacdier, and ho hoped one or other
of tho commatioas would take sho matter into conmderation, and
submis to this or nexs meating of Conooil something thas might be

aoted upon,
BOME MISSIONS.

Rev. Dr. Coohraue pressated the follosing valuable statistics
and suggestions: Humo Mission work in Great Beitain, he aa d,
wa3 in inany respects cssentially different from what it was~and
muat bo for years to como —oan the American Continsnt. Hero wo
had a compaoct and humogenous poople; there thoy had a hetaro-
ganous mass of pooplo gavnored from all parts of the globe. In
Greay Beitain our offsrts wors conflued to oities, towns, and
villuges within vasy reash ; while on the Americaa continent they
had to deal with vast districts over prairies and rockics. Hero weo
required » fow thonand pounds; but there, it tho work was to be
dono at all, it demanded millions of dollars. The adherents of the
Presbyterian and Roformed Churches in the world numberod about
80,000,200. Of these thore were 2,000,0.0 communicants in the
Usited States, and 200,000 in Canada. In connection with thess
Churches thers woro over 80 Presbytertan Universitios or Colloges
aad 21 shealogical seminaries and some 7500 missionaries engsgod
in Home Mussion work, and supplying nearly 8000 stations evory
Lord’s Day, with an oxpsaditnre last year of $3,000,000 The
deld of Home Mistions 1a the Uaited Suates covered its entire
tercitory of 3,6.0,000 square miles, that of Canada nearly the same
—3,470,257 square miles. As to population, tho Uaited States
had gow 70,500,000, and Cinada 5,000,000, with territory
unoccupied capavle of providing homes and furms for 300,000,000
more. Homs Mission work in American towns and cities was
vory much what it was 1a the Old V'orld. Thore was the same
widespraad indifforence to religion, as indicated by the fact that
some 32,000,000 1n tho United Btates never enterod a place of
worship, and cheir children never recoived Biblical Instruotion.
More and more it seemed as if the working classes wero getting
out of sympathy withthe Cauvch. Sixty-five out of every hundred
young nien woroe Christleas. Then there was immorality of all
shades and colors, drunkonnces, Sabbath-breaking, gembling,
fraud, violence, detianco of the law, and traps and temptations fur
the youag iu the more public as well as losa frequented streota, and
unblushing mfldelity that laughed to scorn the sacredneas of the
marrisge tie. But it was atill worse in the newer and moro
sparscly settled portiona of tho weat and north-west, whoro certain
forms of ovil assumied a fiendishness and ferocity unknown in the
great centres of comuiorco, No subject could como before the
Alliance moro practical 1n its bearings than home evangehization
on the American Continent, not only upon tho massea—not oaly
as regarded the fature of their common Prosbyterianism—bat
because of the mighty iofluence that sach a groat missionary
church must have upon the American Continent viewed simply as
o Chruatian nation.  With them in the United States and Canada
the Protestany Churches had no State connection~—could not have
—aad, he mught say, would not have if thoy coald ; and yet from
purer motives and a higher standpoint than party politica they
could exercise o muighty tnflucace upon Cabinot and Parliament
and Senate. For thia thoro was no Charch batter fitted than the
Churches represonted at the Conncil of the United States and
Cannda, Standingas they did botweon a powerful hisrarchy of
Rumo, that would intimidate the Statc and use it as her sld  to
obey her maodaments, and those ou the othor hand who would
chiminato from tho Stats overgthing that was Christian and
introduce the reiga of anarchy and infidelity, aho occupied an
exceptionally commanding position. Oa the American Continent,

whera there wero such & vast multitudo of creedsand **isne,”
thore was need for a Church that held by the old creed aud
Coufession of Faith,




