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CO0NG0RE GATIONA L SINGING.
Toronto is justly cclcbrated as a musical and

edlucat;inal centrQ and lier citiz*ens, with pardonable
pride, tell of thc rapid aclvances wvhich have been made
la musical culture during the prescrit gcneration.
Occasionally, some of us may bc more loud than
di$crcct iii souadang the praises of our fair city, and it
is flot improb.tL2, tliat out acighibors and1 counitry
cousins inay somietinies reccive tlic impression thint we
are of opinion flint Toronto lias a mionopoly of ail that
ib %vorth liaing in musical culture. ln order to ascer-
tain ta %vliat extetit nmubic ib cultivated ia the churches
%.I anc at leZaSt of aa sister cities, .1 speat last Subbath
ia Ilanmîton and attcnded the service ia two leading
1'resbyvtcrian: (lîurches. The first of these to be

iit n~,l defereace to the prerogative of seniority, is
Ktî- iîurchi, %vlisch lias ciitercd upon thec fifty-second

vc.îr of its existence with a dcgrce of hecalthy vigor
%% iich %pk wcil for the manner ta which its affairs
have bl~ic cosiductcd. 1-ailitonians would smile,
wcere 1 ta describc Knox Church as handsomc. It is
,lot. and wvab iletr inteadcd to bc bandsome, but its
quinit c.\terior ib suiggestive of a kind of dignity and
bcautty liîci,' Jearer to the hcarts of old fashioned
Preshyteriair, tb.în aay modern structure could possibly
beconme. litiit of plain drcsscd grey stone, free fromn
ail appearance of ornaientation, it preseats a taithful
idea af the stiuncil ch.aracter ai the hardy Scots who
btit it, aînd of tic spirit of the times ln wvhich it had
its birtbi. Thc isnterior prestats evidences of having
beea furaislied %vith the conifortsof wvhich aur fathers
steraly denicd tlîemsclves but. .. hich wve of the present
generationi coasiddr indispensable. Nothing lias been
adicd, hiovver, whlich would be discordant wvith the
cliaracter of the building. The pewvs are arranged la
.straigbt fines, those on cither side of the pulpit beiag
-place(l at riglit angles vith those la front. Every
available inîch of space is utilised for seating accamnio-
dation and the aisies arc straight and narrow. The
archlitect or his --dvisers miust have been Scotch. On
thie occasioni of miy v'isit everv sent semed ta be filled.
Thle congregat.on is comiposcd of an eamnest, scdate,
body oi wvorshippcrs. wvbo sccmn ta assemble with a
purpose wvhicli cant be inisuaderstood. One feature
of the seric a'hich iniprcssed ine most favorably, as
it is someivliat exceptional in aiy Canadian experience,
wva' the tact ilat 1 did not observe a single late-comer,
or ny onc Icave the Church belote the :conclusior. of
tlie service. [bhis is as it should be if the worship af
God is ta b- coadticted "«deceatly, and la order."
Mlucli annayance is causcd by tboughtless persans who
irrcvercnitly. and somectinies ol;tcntatiously enter the
1 aoise of God while serious-minded people are engaged
in I-lis wvorsbii, or icave whca the service or discourse
fails; ta intcrcst or, catertain tbcm. I think the pastor
-nist bcecntitled ta wvliatever credit is due in connection
wvith this desirable feeling of dècorum wvhich prevades
the service ta Knox Chuircbi. Dr, Mungo Fraser is of
good aid Scottish Highîland stock, and thoraughly
inititcd wvith the traditions of bis ancestors; 'ho
csteenicd the liouse tif God as highly as did the ancient
Israelitcs he linîy of Holies.

A few mlintutes belte the hour of service the
oriZnnist NIr. W. J. Cunningham, played a quiet
"Andannte " frin Seatsna Clarke and promptly nt

seven o'ciock 'Mr. J. Johnson. the choir-mastcr, wvith
bis llowcrs tank their places la the clîoir-pew la front
of the pulpit, where they wvere nt* once joined hy Dr.
Fraser. Arter the openling prayer, psalm 3o wvas
annouinced and Uic tvcll.known' tune "l«3eîmont " was
played over. 1 have freqqucady expresscd a decided
preicrence for the psalm or hyiyn being read, belorc
the-tune is plavcd oyer, ar.d observed that the objec-
tion% -%viicli 1 have tîrged agaiiîst- the inverse practice
,,verc present, liere as la otîier churches aîrcady noticcd.

The conigregation cannot be expected to catch the
tonality, and tempo of the tune after the interval
rcquired for the reading of four stanzas lias elapsed,
and the opcning lines of the first stanza are invariably
affected. With this slight exception, the singing
throughout the psalm wvas decidedly hearty. Every-
body scemed to sing. The volume of tone wvas broad
and liarmonious, while the expression was flot neglectcd.
The singing of the choir was such as is most desirable
whcre good congregational singing is a desidcration.
The attack, and accentuation wvere clearly marked,
there wvere no sudden changes of force or tempo, and
the organist and choir ;vere ia thorough sympathy
throughout. The first lesson wvas read from Prov. 111,
and folloxved by prayer. Hymn 130, "?vIy faith looks
up ta Thee," wvas next nnnounced and sung to Dr.
Mason's tune «,Olivet." This wvas excellently sung,
the congregation respoading readily to the lead of the
choir and organ ia the expression required by the
softcr passages ia such lines as
"<Olivet wvas writtea especiallv for this hymn and is
cormnly associated wvith it, still, 1 cannot refrain
from epressing a preference for 'lStobel " wvhich is
given as an alternative tune ia the Hymnal. The last
four lines of each verse suggest a graduai increase ia
iatensity of sentiment, culminating ia the last line. In
'« Stobel " this is provided forby abold me!odicphrase,
on the fourth Une which is repeated ia sequence at a
higher pitch, on the two succeeding lines, followved by
a strongly marked tonic cadence. In "IOlivet " the
music of the fourth line is repeated ivithout change of
pitch, or harmony, the penultimate phrase is a smooth,
stepwise, descending progression, followed by a cadence
s0 low in pitch as to be quite inadequate for proper ex-
pression of the exalted sentiment of the text. The
announcements were thea made alter ivhich came the
offertory and aathem. The latter which consisted of
a setting of pslaM 23 by Danks wvas very swveetly sung
by the choir. The blending of parts was excellent
especially in thepiano passages. Phrasing and expres-
sion were carefully observed, and the duet between
contraltos and tenors received careful treatment. The
discourse %vas one of a series which Dr. Fraser is
preaching on Paul's episties, the tcxt being Col. il.
14-15- 1 took copiaus notes of the sermon and could
wvish ta give themn ia full but the exigencies of space
wvill not permit. Dr. Fraser, in a definite, forceful
manner, showed tliat the hand-writing of ordinances
that was against us, cons;sted of a bond of decrees or
dogmas, wvhich made up the law as a vhole. Thewhole
law is a standard of life which is everywhere agaiast us.
1It is too high for us, and there is no man but what doth
daily break it in thought, word, or deed. It is against us
as an accuser, and as an avenger. The sermon vas fol-
lowed by hymn îSg, and prayer alter 'vhich hymn 342
ta Brandenburgw~as sung. The singing ofboth hymas
wvas chararterizedl by the same qualities of excellence
as have already been mentioned. As an example of
good congregational praise Knox Church i arnong the
best which 1 have been privileged to liear. Such
results can only be secured whcre the choir-master is
thoroughly ia sympathy wvith the work of bis office and
bias the hearty co-operation of hiq organist, and choir
and the sympathctic support of -the pastor. 0f these
I hid ample evideace during my visit to Knox Church.
The choir pewv occupies a most desirable position but
is mucb in need of severai alterations. The floor of the
church being on a level, the choir platformi requires ta
be furthcr clevatcd ia ordcr to make thec lead of the
singers fully effective. By the adoption of a more
modern form of chairs the liinited space at the disposaI
of the choir could bc utilised in suich a manner as to
accommodate a larger number of singers than is ùt
present possible. The accommodation for tenorç and
basses is insufficient for the rcquircments of so large a
church. The service was ont welI calculated ta niake
a deep impression on ail who delight la secing aur
simple, earnest, Prcsbyterian service rendered willi the
dignity and revereaçe wliich is its dvie.-TEbmpg.
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