
THE NATURE Op A REVIVAL OF RELIGION. O

prominent part in sorno recent revival niovernents ; ' your vicw of the doctrine
which revives, if 1 rightly understand it., does not correspond -with lacts. What
I niean ii, that, in some revivals whieli have takers place, the prenching lias by
no zacans been uniforinly of the kind yon recoamcnrd. We lîad, iii thc revival
near my residence, very inuch of arousing, and of %vhant nîiight eveii ho calied
terrifying preacbing. The enormities and dcserts of sini, and the -twftul naiture ut
its penalty, -%yere not seldoni the topice discussedl."

Veacon.-"' But they were discussed 1 hope in connelxionl mith a fil vicw of
the divine rnercy in the plan of salvation, and in such a '.vay a., raither te draw
the soul te, Christ, than to, attenipt tu drive it V"

Farnr.-"I Wlîy sometirnes only. WVe had sernions %vhicli coritained rnuci tw
alari, and but littie to soothe."

Deacon.-", Then yoti suirely do not nan to saiy, tliat thege sernitirs -%vcre the
chief ineans of the revival ?-that appeals te the feelingp, and efflorts te alarni andl
agitate, were instrumental ini in parting liglit and life ?

i'arrcr.-- alî s to the effeet of individual serimon.,, 1 do flot prctcîxd cxactly
to l<now ; but I arn certain of this, that wlhile tlieserinonis 1 relèr tu were preced,
the work of revival was going on.";

Deacon.-"l Did you flo observe another niovementgoiag on besides therevival ?
Did you not see that while some were fanding the clear lighlt and the wvarni lifé of
Christian faith and hope, others were labouring under turnultuous eniotions of
more excitenient? The intermixture of the class of serions yoti describe, wviîl
cthers of' a really reviving character, geoes far, inii ny vie-t, to acecount for
the undesirable cireumstanees, the violations of order îînd sacred decoruin, whviceh,
ia a degree, accompanied sone stages of' the revival in your neighibourhiuod."

3lcreiait.-" But înay flot sermions Nlîich alarin, do good in an incidenta i way ?
Though they are not the rmeans of reviving the soul, rnay they flot be a mens te,
excite it to seek revivals ?"Y

Deaco&.-"l Why an alarrned or agitated person, ]et bis alarmn or agitation arise
whence it rnay, is peculiarly in need of repose to his mmid, and will anxionsly
seek and highly appreciate it. And 1 do not doubt that rnany %Vho have been
shaken out of stupor by the sort of preaching in question, have eventually and
perhaps very soon obtained, a, truc knowledge of God, and truc pence of conscience,
through acquaintance with the doctrine of the cross. Stili 1 would flot choose,
even with the prospect of the incidentai good whieh may arise in this 'way, to in-
cur tbe responsibility of creating sucli exciternent, or alarmi as rnay ho iiiistakea
for conviction of sin, or as in sorne cases, may t5rniinate in a very different ivay
froni the individual fanding peace and a knowledge cf salvation. The Bible rule
is the only safe one--the only one which ie legitimate-the only co fromi the
observance of which we may expeet genuine revival; and that rule undoubtedly
is to ' persuade' to, 'draw with the cords of love,' to 1 beceech men te lie recoticîled
te God,' te ' preach to them Jesus Christ and bim crucified,' te ' testify te them.
repentance toward God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.' If yen want te,
make a 8inner truly penitent, show him the Saviour's cross, exhibit to bun tbe
stlrpassing love, the atoning sufferings, tbe gloricus obedience, the niediatorial ail-
sufficiency cf Immanuel. Ail would go iveil for revival if mninisters and people
steadily bore in niind the prcphecy. 'I1 will pour upon the bouse cf David and
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalei, the spirit cf grace and cf supplications: and
they shali look upon me whom, tbey have pierced, and they shali rnurn for him
as one that mourneth for hie oxily son, and shall be in bitterness for huai, as one
that is in bitterness for his firet-born.'."

Sheffield, N. B. R. W.

WArCIrULNESS.-WVhon wc are alone we hiave our thougbts te watch ; in the
fe.mily, our tempera; in cornpany, our tongues.-11 More.

Our prayers and God's morcy are like two buekets in a wel; while the oee
aece'nd8 the other descende.
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