
that of Congregaional Indvpuýidency, thcre wvas a as essential to tuie ,,ei-y nature of aL churcli as a
dlistinctive difl'ersýe -e twcen it aîîd the Jndcpen j company of poeirgand eonfessinge- belie-vets iii
deîicy that "'as kçnowîi iii Engi and iii Reformation Christ, This, itideed, lias continued to be the dis-
tinies, and that found a place in Scotland at a tinetive diflèrence betweeni Presbyteriaîîs and In-
later period. 'Tli diflerence consisted in the con- dependexîts front Kn.tox's time to the present day.
ceptioîi of the nature of i churcli or IlkIirk " of It is not difficuit to understand this omission
Christ hy Kýnox and his successors on the one and defeet (front the point of view of Indepen-
hand, and by the Independeîîts on the other. dency) on the part of Knox. lt may bc traced
IKiox gave the, IInotes of a true kirk of Christ," partly to the theological vicws, aîid partly to the
as thiree -faithful preaching of the Word, thie sucialistic aims of tue early Scottislî Reforniers.
right niinistcring of sacraments, and the exercise Thieir % iew of the Ilcatholic and invisible cburcb
of ecclesiastical discipline "whcresoever, then, as coùîposed of the Ilelect of aIl ages " disposed
tiiese notes are scen, there witliout doubt is the thein to, shrink front requiring personal confession
truc kirk of Chirist," to whicli the "lConfession "of faitli in Christ on the part of Church ie.mbers,
of 1560 adds the words, "lnot that universal, of lest they miglit appear to assume to decide upon
whicli wve have liefore spokzen, b)ut particular, such the spiritual standing of any individual, and to
as was iii Corinthi," etc. But tiîis definition of a aflirni whether or flot lie belonged to the inîvisible
chiurch, simiply ainounts to a declaration, tiiat ch urch kniowni to God only ; and tiierefore they
wliere certain religious acts are performed by and rcquired oniy such nlegative evidenice as mniglit be
for a certain b'ody of people, there a churcli is, but afforded in reiigious knowlcdge, and in the absence
aflirmis nothing as to the religious cliaracter or of scaîîdaious conduct. Then, further, tiîey hiad
spiritual standing of tiiose conmposing the church socialistic aims wvhich discouraged any attempt to
i short, the "n iotes"' go to show Mal-U h is, but founci clîurches upon the spiritual basis asscrted
not u'hat it is. \Vhiie the Scottisli Reform crs hid by Independerîts. They ainied at the reconstruc-
tlîat tlic performance of the three funictions nmen- tion of society, and sought to make the church and
tioned -.fforded proof of the existence of a Ilparti- the nation identical. This could be done only by
cular " church, "las at Corinth,") etc., thywul aing the conditions of good citizenship, and
not have -one tiie length of allirming that such clîurch memibership the sainîe, and by so conjoining
performances justified themn iii regarding the mcm- the functions of the Chu rch and the State that ail
bers of any such church as Ilsanctitied in Christ, the people niight bie included under one govcrn-
called to be saints," as tue Apostie Paul addressed muent of two branches, the "lcivil " and Ilecclesi-
the particular clîurclî at Corintlî, but only that astical," and hiaving one supremne sovereign and
wlîere the thîree functions wcre performed, tiiere Ilead, the Lord Jesus Christ. Our furtlier studies
a "ltruc kirk " iras. Beyond tlîis tlîey would not îîîay serve to show how, under the influence of
go, fmn only the fact of its existence in vir- this splendid, but, as 've believe, mis-g'uided anibi-
tue of certain religious acts perfortned, but affirn- ItoteerySotsîRfresditdaa

in othing as to the character or spiritual condi- fromt tue Congregational Iidpnec of tne
tion of those whvlo wvere ninhers of a "ltruc kirk," early years of their lîistory.
further thai' tîmat their conduct wvas such as was -__________

free froîn Ilfaults and suspicions" exposing thein TECUOIMEIG
to discipline. Z H H RH MEIG

Now, the point at whieh IKnox stopped short, Ulidcir the tifie of - w1lat the Clîurchcs oughit to (Io,
is the point at which the distinctive principle of Mr. R. F. Hîrtqoî, Coîîgt-cetti îod îîiacî laipllStcad(,
Coiîgregationa-l Indcpendeiîcy coines in. Indepen- Il.t.; colntrihuottd the fhidiî,~ xîIir ruadurb n ii
dents hield thiat that which constituted P. Il truc t hafflk us foi' rcproduci g-

clirch wa "te joining of faithful Christians I am going to take up niy parable on the
into fellowship " (to use the woi'ds of Johin Cotton, subject of the Church Meeting, and to describe a
inIiis lVay of ilu' 6'kure/Iu'q), and "'tlîat every truc meeting at wlîiclî you, iiiy reader, were not, I
visible cîu-ri is a company of people, callcd and believe, preseît ; as, indeed, if you lîad been, it
separatcd front the wîorld hy the Word of God, would not be necessary for nie to describe it to
and joined to,,etlier by voluntary profession of y u.Nor must 1 spcak as if I nîysclf haci been
faith iii Jesus in the felloîvship of the Gospel "~ an eye-witness or an ear-witness, except, perhaps,
(I>elition to Tailles 1.) Wlîercas, according to iii the sense tlîat one of old tells us, thiat, he was in
Knox, the chu rch 'vas an institution providing, a vallcy of dry bones, and w-as commaîîded by the
the meatis by wvhicli nien migkit become believers in Lord to prophcsy. -"And," he adds, I 1prophe-
Christ, according to the carly Independents it was sied as Ile conmanded me, and the breath ceme
thmis and sonietlîing miore ; it was a lioiy fell.wslîip into tlîei and thcy lived, and stood up upon tlieir
of thmose 'vho siniceî'ely avowved that they zr.tîe be- feet."'
lievers : thiat wvlich Kuiox left out tliey incÀuded Lt chîanced tlîat thec churcl inl question wvas
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