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ticeable that ail thronglh the debatu, wlîile there wore
abundanit references to usage and historical priniciples,
there îw'as no appeal to the Nev Testament. The dis-
eussio'ns wvere pre-eniinently able, wvell-autined, logi-
cal, and intereating. No one who Iistened to thoim
with ability of appreciation, couli fail to) fuel that they

WQVeinded nimorale.As proof of thu f art thal the
subject ivent through a l)1oCess of evolution, it iay ho
atated that the followvitlg ivas the reort of the coni-
iiuittee of lhve:-

TUhe ('oiinînitt.ee to ivhoiii was rtiferred the resolutions
reported hy the Coînimittee on1 the I>astorato and ifin-
isterial Standing-, begy leave to malte the following re-
p>ort, %-z. : That iii place of the said resolutions the fol-
Ioviiig be substituted, and wre advise their passage:

I tsldThat standing inî the Congyregational
Ministry is acquired by the fulfilment of these three
conditions, riz.: (1) Memibership iii a Congregational
Chiurcli; (2) Ordination tu the Christiaii Miniistrýv; and
(3) Reception as an ordained mnuster inito the fellow-
shi) if the Co nire,,ati, nal Churches, in accordance with
the usage of the State or Territorial organiziitions of
Chutrches iii wlîich the applicanz niay reside, and sucli

stanidingo to ho continued in accordance n ith these

IL flesolved, That ail Coi)gregational iiisters thius
in goo>d standing iii tlieir respective States who havec
been installed by Council, or who have beurn regularly
called to the pastorate by the specifie vote of aonie
elîurch, have f;rnally accepteci sucli position, and have
been i-ecogn,)ized aa sucli by sonie def nite act of the
ehlurch., should ho enrolled as pastors; anid %ve advise
that al] our de-jninational statutes, and direct that,
s0 far as possible, our Year Booli coîîforîn to this priii-
cîple.

Th.s report iras signed by such naines as Hlenry 'M.
Dexter, Alouzo H. Quint, A. Hastings Roes, J. E. Mc-
Lean, Nathan P. Dodge.

Aftcr successive discussions day ai Wr day uiftîl the
sixth day, and the appointient oi a third connttee
ivhose report led to a very ]en 'gtiy discussion, lit ap
with volleys and cross-tires of amneudînents and substU-
tutes, the following resolutions defining pastorate ani
mninisterial standing, were adopted:

BR ooted, That standing iii the Coýngyregaýtional min-
istry is acquired hy the fuifilment o>f these three con-
ditionîs, viz.: (1) Membership in a Congregatioiîal
Church; (2) Ordination WÀ. the Christian TM-iiistry; and
(3) Reception as an ordained. ninister initt the fellow-
ship of the Congregational Churches,ini aceerdance. with
the usage of the State or Territorial organization of
churches in 'vhich the applicant înay reside, and such
standing is to, ho continuied in accoi-dance îvitli tliese
usages: it beiing understood that the pro re nata couni-
cil is an ultimate resort iii ail questions.

L'sleThat al' Congregational )-iniisteis thus in
good standing ini their respective States who have been
installed by Council, or who have been regularly called
to the pastorate, by Uic specific vote of some church,
have fornially accepted sucli position, and have been

recognizedj ta such by 501110 delinito act cf the Clrrh,
should bu enrolled as pastors; and wue adtvise tixat aIl
our deonoiiinitt:olltl statutes, and direct that, su far as
possible, our Year Book conforin to this principle.

Uesolred, That the National Counicil coinniends to the
churches in accordance
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tho importaince cf properly catled ecclesiastical councils
ordinarily t3elected froin the vicinage, and especially the
gi-eat importance of installing ministers to the pastor-
ate by couneils îrhere it is practicable or conducive to
the purity of the îninistry and the prosperity of thle
churches.

Rc-soled, That tihe State orgaiîiatioîîs and local or-
ganizati>ns of chureties are recommended to consider
such modification of tlîeir constitution as wvill eniable
theas to become responsible for the ininisterial stand-
ing of ministers îvithmn their bounds, iii harntony vrith

tpprinciple that the churches of any loca lity Jecide
upon their fellowship.

P.tesultrcd, Tfhat thu Year B3ook designate paistors who
have been installedl or recognized by counicils called to
examine the pastor and induct huai into iinice, by the
letters P. C., and pastors otherwise inducted by the
letter P., it being understood that these changes shall
be first made iii tie Year Book for 1888.

Dr. George R. Leavitt, of Cleveland, on behaîf of the
Cominittee on Ministerial Supply, %vhich had beeni iii-
structed at the former counicil to prepare a report on
the subjeet, presented a paper on 1 le question: "Would
the Interests of the Churches bec Served by -ýRelaxa-
tion, in tue Customary Testa for Admission te Mcmi-
b'erslip )?" The custoinary testa, hie said nere of two
classes-of doctrine and of experieîîce. The former
inicludedl the fundanieîîtals oi Christianx faithi; the latter
ivas coniprised ini the churchi covenants prescribing such
matters as proof of a sober and gcdly lile *and p]edges
of faith, love, and fellowship. Thiere were also the un-
wvritten tests applied by persoiîal exainination, byr ihichi
the candidates' lives wr :0e scrutinized. The stanidardî
was high. Jn Rome instances pledges wvere denîanded
a,,,ainst card-playing, dancing, theatres, and any work,
on the Lord's day, except acts of neýcessity or înercy.
Should these testa be îndified? In support of nmodifi-
cation it iras urged that the doctrinal tests required oo
niuch intelligence in the candidates; tlîat children and
uneducated people fa.iled to fully comiprehend. theiii.
It was also urged thxat thte practical tests required. ton
niuch self -denial. In illustra~tion of the latter point il
was noted that the people excluded f romn church-meni-
bership inceludt;d editors aud reporters of Sunday news-
papers and players of progressive euchre. On the other
side, il. iras urged that the doctrinal tests are biblicaîl
and comprehiensive and that the practical tests are ne-
cessary ini teLtimony of conversion and a Christian life.
Sumniing up, the report was empluaticalhy against re-
laxation.
1The report w'us imniediatety accepted and a vote of


