
THE CANADIAN MANUFACTURER

ti

ti

naces and* steel plants in Canada without a certainty that the Belgium and the United States 10w prices prevailed. Therecircumstâtices under which it was invested would flot be un- ivas a better chance therefore ofattracting to this country wherefavorably changed, at least for a tinie sufficiently long to give they would he sure to meet encouragement those' who hada'guarantee of the remuneration to which it was entitled. If, teclinical skill and experience in iron produciDg. He saw nothen, a bonus were promised on the production of pig iron, it reason why, with the encouragement of a bonus, Ontarioshould b. accompanied with a guarantee that it wouid be should flot enter upon an era of prospe 1rous iron production.continued for a definite termi of years. A consensus of opin- Mr. Thomas Cowan,' of Galt, agreed with the view whichion showed that if the Ontario Government deemed it ivise to had beeni expressed. The whole province would only tooaid in the establishment of the industry, the bonus sliould be gladly welcome a policy which would tend to the develop-$2 per ton upon the production of pig iron, and that it sliould ment of 011tario's untold minerai wealth. Canadian mnanut-be continued for the term of at least ten years." facturers would be much better pleased if they could get theirTheSecretarywent on tostatethat, so far ashle was aware,no iron in Ontario instead of having to import. it fromn Greatmember of the delegation present was interested in any blast Britain, the United States or e]sewliere. It' was adznittedfurnace industry, but they were ail hopeful for the establish- by all writers on political economy that the production ofment of sucli, which would provide pig iron for tliem. Neither iron by a nation tended to increase its wealth. Hie need notwere they speaking in belaf of any part icular part of' the point to the great efforts made in Great Britian in the past toprovince. Tliey merely asked that if a bonus were granted it develop lier mineral resources. That policy enabled lier toshould be upon tlie production, no 'natter in wliat part of the control tlie situation and to command the commerce of theprovince it might take place. world, whilst the sails of lier slips whitcned every sea. ItIn reply to an enquiry from Hon. Mr. Hardy, the Secretary was generally conceded that the nation wliicli produced lhestated tliat the Associatàon had reliable information that ail most iron was the most wealtliy and most solidly prosperoius.the varieties of ore necessary for the manufacture of pig iî.on Mr. W. K. McNauglit thouglit it would be very mucli in thefor ail purposes were to be found in Ontario. There wvas interest of Ontario that a bonus should lie given. As hadplenty of suitable wood for making cliarcoal ; and if coke were been pointed ont, sucb encouragement to the smelting of irondesired it could easily lie obtai ned from the usual soiurces. We would not only lielp the manufacturers, but would give employ-think, lie said,, that an inducement of $2 per ton for ten years ment to a large amount of unskilled labor. Hie quite agreedwould be adequate to establial tliis industry; and if no iron with tlie idea tliat instead of furnishing capital to any ironwas produced no bonus would lie paid. producer, a bonus ouglit to lie given, wliicl should be earnedMr. -R. W. Elliot oliserved that this question was consider- before it was paid. The bonus sliould lie guaranteed for aed to be one of tlie most important that the Association had number of years, otlierwise capitalists wouîd lie cbary -of in-ever presented to tlie Government. Tlie deputation did not vesting their money in lilast furnaces.ask tlieGovernment to provide capital for those who might Sir Oliver Mowat, before the deputation wihdrew, saiddesire to engage in the smelting industry. On the contrary "We are alive to the importance of dev'elopiDg the ixrontliey thouglit it would lie ratlier unwise to advance auy capital industry, and it is receiving otîr very earnest attenthn."by way of bonus to start the manufacture of iron. Before tlie Those whose memory earries tbem back to tlhe events ofbonus asqked for could lie paid the capital would have to lie in- 1893-only nine years ago, will remember tlîat the opinion ofvested and the work done. Taking the terni of ten years inanufaictirils andl business nien generally, and the Associa-spoken of in the meoil lie did flot think the expenditîu,.e tion ini particular w~as that au Ontario iron industry should beon tlieaverage would exceed more than *$90,000 to $100,000 a estalilished, auil none vere- more zealous in advocaiting andyear. .The question was whetlier this would realhy prove a workiug floî sucli an event than the gentlemen wvho waitedlosa to the province. From an examination of the trade and upon Sir Oliver Mowat on the occasion alluded to. TLerenavigation returns it would appear thiat on two or three were se verni cities in Ontario wNhich sought to have llat fur-eiementary forms of iron the provinice was paying to other naces, and the fact that bhe Ass-ociation memorialized Premierprovinces or to foreign countries over $2,000,000 a year, and Mom-at without advocating the dlaims of any one'placeiut weresome even estimated the amount at $2,500,000. Yet aIl these working in the interest. of the entire province. is due the suc-forms could lie made in the province and in such quantîty as cess whicli very soon thereafter eventuated ; and tlie remarksto enalile its manufacturers to compete in foreigu markets. of the speakers, particularly those of M. Elliot, veie îndeedWhen- they considered they could go mbt a country absoluteîy a remarkalile pliophecy of w hat was so soon bo occur. Indevoid of auglit but mineraI resources and find that a popula- 1893 no iron was made in Ontario-in 1901 Ontario was mak-tion could lie prosperously maintained there, whicli would ing lieavy shipments of steel plates direct via our' magnificentbecome a source of strength to the people residing on farmi waterways to Europe ; and we have the assurance that lieforeands,' tley could liegin to realize what tlie real value of min- the expiration of the current year Ontario steel works wilhlibeng 4evelopment would lie. There was in Ontario wliat was turning out large quantities of as excellent rails as were everknown as "l.the disputed territory." In that district lie felt laid in tlie construction of a railroad. ln fact hundreds ofure there were ores of ail the valuable metals in great alun- tons of these rails will lie in tise liefore tlie ripening of cropsdance; but in tlie basin of James' Bay coal wvas also to lie next faîl. Premier Ross, in lis budget speech in tlie Ontariofund. Some miglit probably think that liy granting aid for Legislature on January 2-9, only a few days ago, verifying thehe 'manufacture of iron tliey were interfering witli the prophecies of Mr. Elliot, and thie other speakers of theSatignal Policy. lie could conceive, liowever, that there Association deputation of 1893, said that in 1895 tliere wasnigit lie a. National Policy for the Dominion and an not a pound of iron ore raised or smelted in Ontario; in 1896L)ntario_.policv for the province. The time liad arrived the first hlast furnace w'as estalihled ; in 1900, 90,302 tons,vlien this question reqiiired the serious consideration of and in 1901, 300,000 tons of iron/ ore were smelted in tliree1ie Goverument, and lie lioped they would see their way hlast furnaces in this province.lear to granting the necessary bonus. The time wvas oppor- Ahl intelligent oliservers are agreed tliat the hast decade ofune, because in the iron -producing countries of Great Britain, tliehast century witnessed mort importanit advances in the
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