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ing their tregpasses unto them, and hath
comnutted to us the werd of reconcilia-
tion. Now then we are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God did besvech
vou by usy we pray vou, in Christ’s
stead, be ye reconciled to God.”  Such
passages indieate the truth that the min-
sstry of the Gospel, the oral and public
teaching of the trath as it is in Jesus, is
to be regarded: as the great instrument
of imparting and apply ing this Gospel to
the world, till the workl be evange-
lised and the oflice of christianity ful-
filled.

If, then, the ministry be thus conneeted
with imparting the hlessines of the Gos-
pel to the world, there is a solemn call
on ue whe exercise that ministry, dili-
gently and accurately to study the con-
stitution of the Gospel, and to ascertain
and acqnirve a perfeer and mature know-
lIedge of'its contentss and having done
s0, there is also a solemn call, freely and
faithfully to declare it to onr fellowmen.
If there is one trath more than another
on which we are called to dwell, it is
that delightful theme of reconciliation by
the meric of the atoning sacvifice, the
prominence of whicl causes the Apostle
to call the ministry of the Gospel, the
ministry of reconciliation.  And if at
any time we are compelled to lead men
by the thunders of Sinai, or to open
the Decalogue and remind them that
God spoke all these words, or to bring
before their view the torments of futuri-
ty, every statement, even appar ntly the
most remote and  disconnected, must be
made to concentrate and meet, as inone
common centre, around the doetrines of
the ¢ross.

And il ever there was a time for car-
nestness in this work, it is now. The
aspect of the times, from the mutual re-
Jation of the church and the world, and
from the gigantic efforts which are made
by the envimies of the truth to <trengtlen
them in thair impions warfave, all theee
things arc urging us to stand forth, as
with a mighty and more flaming zeal,
between the living and the dead, and
hold up the cross with faithifulness, and
ealling on men to belold Him who
taketh away the sin of the world. Tt is
well that we stir up one another by re-
Hecting on these things.

This, then, is the olject of our minis-
iration, the salvation of souls in connex-
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ion with the manifestation of the divine
¢lory, to promote aml advanee the dlo-
rious future of the churen of the living
God. That is our business, this we pro-
fessed as owr object in war ordinativ,
vows, this the chureh expects from us,
and =0 does the world. Tt v one of the
mysteries of God’s moral government
that ITe has made g watter of sugl
transcendant importance as the salvation
of sonls, in & measure to depend on cur
influence over others. Tt however, is
the case. and therefore how tremendo
is our responsibility ! It is indeed ny
ordinary maiter to be an ambassado
from the King of kings.  Anzels neve
had committed to then a matter of suc,
deep and everlasting toment. Thereis
not one who hears our voiees, but will
take an impression which will neve
wear out.  Myriads in timeto come uay
depend for iheir eternal welfare in some
measure on our instramentality.  Oh’
then, let us forget everything 10 minishs
in the fidelity of our soulsfor the service
of Christ. Let as look anew at our re-
sponsibility.  Well mu, we say, “who
is sufficient for these th a8 ?” Letw
ever remember the encomaging truth
that « our sufficiency is of God.” and le
that lift up our hears in the ways and
work of the Lovd.  Qursis the minisin-
tion of the Spirit, and that Spirit emyploys
our ministry as the instrument of convey-
jng Iis heavenly influence to open the
blind eyes and quicken the spinatually
dead.  Toenconrage usstill mave, It
remember that we are on the side of vie
tory. The Gospel isincapable «f defeat
It shall be victorious, proving vither the
savor of life or the savor of death. T
shall bear down alt opposition, and fl
the whole world with the glory of Gl
“ Lo, I am with ydu alwavs,” is enconr
agement sufficient Lo sustain and chee
the servants of the living God.  Whik
He is with us. there can be no just cae
of fear or faintness. Lut us then dif
gently work the work of I tlater
us into the world, for,it God be on o
side,who or what can presail agains &
Theve is also 2 solemn call on all sk

attend on the ministry of the .\\fotl
The call on you is to honor the masf
by giving carnest heed to the this
which ye hear.  © Let a man so ¢l
us s ministers of Christ and stewankd
the mysteries of God.”  With the fie



