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are 10 administer gospel remedies, to heal its
moral maladies, and to prolong its Joyful
<deys ; and you are to restore it to * an inher-
itance” that is “ incorruptible, und undefiled,
-and fadeth not away,” which it hath lost, and
to carry the case from court to court, till you
see the soul settled in Canaan for ever. O
God, what wisdom, what grace, what gxeal,
and what help from thee, does such a work
as this require!
teacher, who does not aim at this; he does
not deserve the name of a teacher.

‘Teachers, I want you not to uim at any-
thing new; neither shall [, in the address
which | am about to deliver to you,—but
shall simply endeavor to put you in remem-
brance of the great things wlhich you have in
hsud, and the great duties which you have to
perform. Pray for me, and pray for your-
selves, that your reward and your work ray
both vividly appear before you.

T shall therefore ask your attention, first,
to the aubijectu, about whom you are to be
unspeakably interested : *souls,” human
svuls, young souls. Secondly, I am to point
cut to you the manner in whieh that interest
is to be expressed ; you are to endeavor to
““win souls.” And then, thirdly, I will en-
deavor to place before you the estimate which
God puts upon all efforts, thus exercised, for
the accomplishment of this purpose: * He
that winneth souls is wise.”

L Firat, let us lcok at the subjects, about
whom you are to be unspeakably interested.
They are * souls.”

Let us now lock at what a soul is, in three
aspects.

1. Let us now look at it, first, in its struc-
wure. Itis a living thing, distinct and sepa-
rate from its body. Matter is wholly pas-
sive ; it cannot act, or niove, or think, with-
out this vital spirit. “The body, witbout
the spirit. is dead.” Take nrere maiter, com-
pound it, alter it, and divide it, as you will,
yet you cannot maxe it see, or hear, or feel,
or think rationally. But though the scul
acts with the body, it is distinct from the bo-
dy; for Dives was in hell, while his body was
carried, in state and pomp, in the funeral;
Lazarus was resting in Abraham’s bosom,
while the poor, wretched caicase was cast out
to the dogs, who had formerly * licked his
sares ;" the penitent thief was with Christ in
paradise, while #s body was suspended on
the cross ; and this has been, and will be the
oomfort of the saints, as long as the earth
lasts, that when they are ¢ absent from the
body,” they are * present with the Lord.”

The human soul is spiritual and immateri-
al; it is not compounded, or made up of the
most subtle matter ; it cannot be touched, or
handled, or divided, as bodies can. * Handle
mo and see,” said Christ, “for a spirit hath
not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have.”

1t is immortal, and cannot be dgstroyed ; it
has no seeds of death within it, a§our bodies
have. Corruption, it is true, afilicts the soul,

He, my brethren, is no-
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spoils its be‘g, and damages its powers;
but it cannot ¥duce it to its original nothing,
A soul has a beginning, but no end—a birth.
day, but no dyag day.

Its powers and capabilities are some of the
most wonderfal things whioh ever could en-
gage our imagination. Why, what can a soul
do? It can ascertain the relative size, na.
ture, and properties of all the wonders of
creation—f{rom the snonad, several millions of
which may be found in a single drop of wa-
ter, to the behemoth, which destroys men and
cattle, and the varied preductions of the
earth ; it can mount up toheaven, and ascer.
tain the motion of the planets, foretell the
eclipses of the sun and moon to a second of
time, count the stars, and discern the system
by which they are governed; it can invent
the most ingenious and useful productions
for the service of man, and even for the de-
struction of its own species; it can penetrate
the secrets of hidden unature, and abstract
from the bowels of the earth the greutest
riches and wonders ; it can trace, survey, and
enjoy the beauties, the wonders, and the glo-
ries of redeeming love; it can hold fellowship
with the eity, as a man holds fellowship
with his friends ; it can revolutionize the feel-
ings, and hopes, and joys of myriads of indi-
vidua s, and turn the worid upside down, in
its tenderness, and in its actions ; it can make
the men, who by vice have become like de-
mons, by its agencics and instructions, act
like the suus of God, and the friends of heo-
ven; and above all this, it is capable of an
immediate vision from Almighty God, of
living in the presence of God, and of serving
him in his temple, for ever and ever.

A man's soul is his all. ‘Take this from
him, and he is but a lifcless, and soon becomes
a formless mass of corruption itself, Or let
its powers be deranged, so that he is an idiot
or & lunatic; and what is the man then?
Nay, only derange its comforts, and let anxi-
ety prey upon the spirit; and what is he
then? His soul, in 1ts vowers and its influ-
ences, is his all—the chief part, the honor,
the dignity, and the glory of man,

Now this is the object, about which you
are to be interested. Isit not worthy of your
interest ?

2. And come tram a view of its structure,
to view it, secondly, in its lost estate. Our
Saviour says, that this soul is lost. “ What
shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?” Then jt is
capable of being lost; and if it continue in
its present state, it is lost. “The Son of
Man has come to seek and save that which
was lost.” Hence he describes himself under
the figure of a shepherd, going over the
mountains, seeking for a lost sheep, and re-
joicing when he has recovered his sheep.

Orignally, mark, this soul was a pure spi-
rit ; it was created in the perfect image, and
living likeness of its Creator, “ in righteoue-
ness and true holiness ;" but row it has lost



