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excellent public record. but who had been dismissed in another
town for political reasons.

**Chattanooga, Tenn. Plan in effect May 8, 1911. Populs-
tion 44.000. On August 7, 1911, the mayor wrote: ‘The fin-
ancial eredit of the city is already evidenced by the fact that
our honds are selling at a better premium. All useless offices
have been abelished, partisan politics have been removed, a
Civil Service Roard nas been elected and principles of non-
partisan adiinistration of city affairs have been applied in
each department. Already the appearance of the streets has
been : uproved. the nevessity of enfoicem~nt of law is recog-
nized and the general tone of tiie community has been lifted.
There is .ot only marked efficieney in public serviee, but a
marked interesi in such serviee at the hands of the taxpayer.’

**Birmingham, Alabama. Plan in effect April, 1911, In
the frst month under the new plan the eity borrowed $£500,000
at the lowest rate in its history. The commission cut dovn the
annual running exponses by £75.000 in the first week.

-FT~ing from these reports. and a great many others, you
will see that the first advantage noticed was that of a hetter fin-
anecial condition in the city. The ecivie credit seems to be better.
Then the city’s revenue is nearly alwayvs inereased owing to
the fact that back taxes are collected and the tax coilection is
more nigidly enforced. There seems to be a better enforcement
of law. politics seems to be eliminated. and in addition to that
there seems to he a better civie spirit developing smong the
citizens.

** But, of course, there are !wo sides to every shicid, and there
are objections raised to this form of government, the chief of
which is that it 1s an untried system. Well, the first {'ommis-
sion (Government was appointed in 1903, so that is a very legi-
timate objection. Then they say the checks provided are not
reliable.  For instance, by the initiative a commission or voun-
cil may be compelled to pass a bad law, and by the referendum
they may be compelled to repeal a good law, and by the recall
they may recall a good commissioner as well as a bad commis-




