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Tnx LAw 0F EVIDENCE AND THE SCIEMTFIC INVESTIGATION 0F HÂNDWRITINqG.

Other than what the term ixnplies. Wit-
nessese if dishonest, will be governed by
their interests ; if honest and ignorant,
by their prejudices ; and thus, of course,
both classs estify on the side whicb em-
i)ioys them, and as they can only give an
opinion, which opinion at best is merely
a guesa, a trial merges itself into a thing
of management, in which the most skil-
fui strategist gains the victory. The
jury are instructed "«Vo weigh the evi-
dence," and as Vhey have no phiiosophers'
scales ini which mountains could be bal-
anced against atoms of sense with which
to performn the act, each party strives Vo
niake it appear that he bas the greater
weight of evidence on bis side ; hence Vhe
uiposition of higb-sounding ities : and,
as I have noticed before, the introduc-
tion of ail that clas of management
which strives to make the lesser reason
appear the greater, and thus impose on
the jury. If the wîtness chances to be
botb intelligent and bonest, the condi-
tion of Vhings is no better ; for, as I have
shown before, he can only give a mere
guess in any case under tbe existing
rmethods in soune of the courts.

I have said that the present unrelia-
bility of this clas of testimony is not in-
herent in its nature, but under proper
rulinge, scientiflo witnesses (and these
alone. should be employed where tbe in-
'vestigation is of a scientific nature), would
be able Wo give labsolutely reliable testi-
Kflony ini many cases, aUd where thkey
were not able Wo do so tbey would state
the fact, and thus remove ahl elements
Of gliessing from this class of evidence.
Purther, the scientific witness sbould be
&lowed, indeed, shouid be obliged, as I
haYe said before, Wo show and explain as

fras possible the methode by which he
aPive8 at his resuits. Thuis, where a
Paper bad been wet by a solution of tan-
'aie acid, for a frauduient purpose, it was

Výs o show the fact by touching the
yellowed paper with a solution of sul-
Ph1ate of iron, when the trick was at once
lIlade evident by the dark discolouration
Of the spot where the fluid was applied.
nhe opinion of e1perts, and ail who- saw

tisPaper, was that the writing w85 very
recent, on account of its (resh appearance,

ti Very freshness being the result of
t'le waahing with ts.nnu'c acid. Thus aiso

in a case of tromp-d'oil in a French
court ; the ring or border of paste whieh
had previously united the two papers
could at once have been brought in view
by washing the paper with a solution of
iodine. It seems that in the Frenchi
courts every manipulation or experiment
necessary to elucidate the truth in the
case, even to the destruction of the docu-
ment in question, 18 allowed, the court as
a mnatter of i)recaution being first fur-
nished with a certified copy of the same.

In the rnany cases of the alieged fran-
dulent papers put in my hands for ex-
amination, I have rarely fouiid any
insurmountable difficulry in coming to a
conclusion, such conclusion being based
upon the principles which I have set
down as requisite in my opinion, to, be
acted upon in ail this class of testimony.
As in cases involving blood examinations,
each case must be investigated by itself
alone, as in aimost every case new facte
present themselves. Stili general pria-
ciples may be laid down so that with the
aid of the microscope and other necessarY
instruments, and chemical re-agents, 0one

may be prepared to, soive.this clasm Of
questions with aimost unerring cexrtaintY,

or t eas V aoid coming to, any wrong
conclusions. Thus it will be seen that
as I view the subject, this important
ciass of testimony in ahl its phases, as
now managed in the courts, so far from,
furthering the ends of justice, is more
calculated to, favour the wrong-doer; that
there is no inherent necessity of such a
condition of things, either in the nature
of the siibject itself, or in the present
state of scientific knowiedge ; but that
the fault is wholly due to the practice of
the courts, which are governed in this
respect, in most cases, by tradition and
precedent rather than by logical reSSOf-
ing or scientific dcduction.
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WIL4T IS A FPRO3fOTEB ?

The duties and liabilities of the pro,~
moter of a coînpafly bave of laVe years
so rapidiy developed, that he may now
be considred fully created as a legal
entity, subject al'waYs Wo bis infancybeing


