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THE CONSTRAINING LOVE 0F CHRIST.

,,Wldare net able 'te 'détermine -whethet- this
constralning love o! whichi the apostle speaks
xnàiuns Christ's love- for us or our love for
Christ. We sec no good reason why it may -not
men cither, or eveix both. The one dtraws
Christ tous, the other draws us te Christ. And 'se,
in either case, ii that love is felt as -it should lie,
it leoks-both Wxays and exerts over us a powver te
wvhich we love te yieid.

WC have ne heaârt te resiqt it. But te wvhat
does this love- of Christ constrain us? WVe miglut
answer in a wvord that it constrains us te any-
thing and toeoverything, in theuglit, word or
deed, that we thînk wvould ho pleasing te Christ.
It -%as thc priixciple whicli controllcd the apostle
frein the time of bis conversion, near Pamascus,
tilt lie sealed bis testimeny -with bis hlood.

And it wiil incline ail, -'due are duiy ceastrain-
ed by it, te tuiik 'as our divine Master wouid
have us thinkç te s peak as Ho -would bave us
speak, and te M asHowould have us do. Thc
best o! people ceaie very far short, in fact, but
not iii puirpose of thiiikin, speaking and doing
as Ho wvould bave them. % purpose they are in
barmony,,vitu Christ.

But this love, Nvliea proporly feit, net only con-
strains, kt restrains as. welI, or keops those wvho
are under thxe influence and control, of it back
froun aIl, in thought, word or deed, whichi they
think wouid ho offensive te our Lord. Sudl is
the tendency o! thîs constraîîuing love.

Tixose -%lio are under thc influence o! kt would
ne more do -wbat wvould heoeffenusive te huai than
they would omît what lue requires of them.

The great ivant of tue churci at this day is
very mucu more of this constraining love. There
is reasouu te fear thnt many of lier members
know iothing of it.

Thue constraining love o! Christ? Wliat a
change itw~rougit, in Saut %vho Nvas. afterward
enlled Paul 1 Iii aIl -%vlo lad been beathen as
thcy -%ore breugît under tiue inifluence of it l
What a revointuon, if properly foît this love
-%ould now bring about ia the Churdli and
tîrougu the Churdli upon the world!1 Errer
-woul d fade away. It -%vould quicken our dead-
ness, warm. our coldness and mako us more and
more like Him by -.vhose love we are constrained.

Think e! a wlvole chuurch, îndividually as weli
as collectively,ý under the iunfluence of this love.
Errer fades avay hefore it. No evii doing. No
cvii speakiîig. And may «%ve not go furtiier and
say noecvii tluinking. 'EacI one labering te ah-
stai iu frei a]l 1 wrouîg and te do ail rigît.

What a liglit in the community,one person, oe
dhurci fuily constrainod by. tîuis love, burning,
shining i .It wvould basten la the latter day of
giery. It would ho tiuat day already in. Oh, for
more cf thue constraining love cf Christ in u r
community, ia our luearts.

BIBLE FIRST.
About forty years age, a Christian mian sat at

bis fire-sidc in Philadelphia. Near by bita, play-
ing oui the floor, -çvas bis only child, a beautiful
littie bey. It -%vas carl y in thc morning. The
day's werl had net yet b egun ; and waiting for
bis breakfast, it mnay be, tue fathuer toek up tue
daily parer to, read. The bey at once climbod
luto luis ap, and snatched awvay the paper, ex-
claiming, ' No, ne, papa! Bible ilrst- -ibie first,

Pfja lesson, tauglut by a little child, «was -pro-
'bahly a tarning-poiut la the lifo o! that man.
Death soon came and tore away the swcot little
preadlier, but bis niorning sermon n'as nover for-'

gotten. The business m~an, in bis lonèllness and
sorrow, wvent forth to do lis wvork: for Christ.
"Bible flrst, papa," was ever ringîing in hisecars.,

it became tlueqotto of bis life. '*He was ýe.-cèed-
ingly iosperbus ln business. *Wealth accumu-
Iated; business incrcasod; friends niultlplled.
But uppermost in that man's heart %Vas the pre-
cieus word of God. Ho read and studied it. As'
teacher and superintendent in the Sabbath-
sehool, ho tauglit it. He did more than this-hie
praetised its precèpts.

The gentleman referred to Nvas the well-known,
locomotive enigine builder, Matthias W. Bald-
wvin, of Philadeiphia. Would not the child's cry-
"Bible irst 1" be an excellent motto for aii.-Set.

THE INFLUENCE 0F CONVERSATION.
" He that waiketh, with wise in shall be

-%vise; lie that liabitually conversetli with mca of
intelligence ani gravity, and who are familiar
wvith things which have in themn inherent imi-
portance, and who talk of them, converse about
thern in a inanner -%vhiell befitteth the dîgnity of
that nature to wlcli God lias given tixis -wonder-
fui faculty of speech, wby, the inan is influenced,
îîîfluenced inecessarily by converse ]ike that.
The conversation of the ignorant, the stupid, the
duli; ýthe converse of the flippanut, the vain; the
conversation of meîu of no readiîig, or of nothuing
but lîglit reading; the conversation of the cor-
rupt, the Iicentious, the vicious-why, the in-
fluence of the hiabituai talk of one maxi like that
must tell very greatly upon the habits of another.
Let une lear a man talk unreservediy-show biia.
self by lis talk, an.d I will tell you whvlat sort of
company hie keeps, and what kind of people talk
with, him. WVe naturally fait into tIe saine
modes of thouglit, and imitate the language, and
even tile gestures and expressions of counten-
ance of thuose wve ]uabitua-l]y converse and talk
with; and so shahl we ho influenced for our
benefit by our converse withi this embodinient of
the great thoughits of God.

THE IYUTY 0F LABOR.

Labor is man's great function. With spade
and plougli, wvitlu mîning shafts, furnaces anud
forees, wvith fire and steani, amid the noise and
whirl of swift and brighit machinery, and abroad
in the silent fields, beîîeath the roofing sky, nian
-%vas nmade to be ever working, over experiment-
ing ; and while1he and ail bis dwellings o! care
ànd thil'are borne onward witli the circling skies
and the shows of heaveu are around hua, and*
their infiniite depths image and invite bis:
thought, stili in aI i the worlds of philosophy, in
the universe of intellect, nian miust he a worker.
Heis nothing, ho eau ho nothîng, lie can achieve
nothing, fulfil nothing, without -working.

Not nlycanho gain no lofty improvement
tolerable happiness. So that lie who gives him-
self up to uttor Indolence flnds it tee bard for
him, and is obliged, in seîf-defence, uniess lie be,
an idiot, te do somotbing. The niiserablo vic-
tums of idleness and ennui, driven at last frox
their chosen resort, are conipelled te wvork, te do
something; yes, te employ their wretclied and
worthless lives in "killing tinue." They must
lunt down the heurs as their prey. Yes, time,
that more abstraction, -%vhicli sinks liglit as air
upon the eyelids of the busy and the weary, to
the -idl is an enemy clothed '%vith gigaiitie
armor; and thoy mnust killi t or theniselves die.
*Thoy cannbt-hive in more idieness; and aIl the
différence between themn and others is that they
employ their activity to ne useful end. Tbey
flnd indeed, that the bardest work ia the wvorld
is te do notliing.-Sclcctcd.


