
this coninodity, a position they retained for c-enturies. But during the

past thirty or forty years, cane sugar lias found a strong conipehitor in
beet suar. Nowv, Gtnrman). Stands at the head of the- sugar producing

nations, and tht- i)Ct ftirnishcs the principal portion of the sugar ( nl the
market. T'his position hias not ht-en attained through the sul)erority 0f

the bt-et as -i sugar producing, plant - -for it is more difficult to manu-

facture sugar frOnn it than fromi tlàe cati -- but through the- energy,

peyseverance, and almiost en-dlcss 'vork of men of science.
In 1747, MLarggraf, a Germian chemnist, the directoroftlieAcadeily

of Science at Berlin, discovered sugar in différent nieiers of the bect

famiiily. I-is pul)il and successor, Kari Achard, bujît in 1799 the first

beet sugar factory near Berlin. Hie sI)ent a fortune and a large portion

of his tine in developing the industry-, and lie may be said to be the

father of it. Shortly before Achard's death, Napoleon I. placecl such

restrictions on the importation oif sugar mbt the continent of Europe that
at one timie it reached the price of about 75 cents a pound. In addition

to this inl)ort tax be comipelled farniers to plant a definite area with sugar
beets, and in other ways assisted the beet suglar industry. It lourislied
for a timie, l)ut al)peared to be almost dead, especially in German>', after

these favourable legisiations weie remioved. I-owever, iniproved

rrethods of iianiufaci(ture and a carelul attention to the cultivation

of the beet, together %vith reduced prices in other farmi crops, have

made it an industry which, instuad of receciving a bounty, pays a hand-

somie revenue to the state in the formi of an excise dutv.

It is largely, toi the l)roinoters of the beci. sugar industry that we are

i.-ideb)ted for the great reduction in the price of sugar. They have lacud
it within the reach of al], and transformied the luxtry of yesterday into

the necessity of life of to-day. They have also revolutionized the cane

sugar industry-an industry wh ich, althoughi perhaps a hundred timies

as old as its young rival, still looks to it for instruction.

Th'le plant froni which sugar was almost exclusively made tilI the

introduction of the sug(,ar bt-et is the sugar cane, Sa(CCIarlilloi a-z.

It is a p)lant which in appearance is flot unlijke Indian corn. 'l'le stalk

is from ont, to two inches in diamecter at its base-, and generally from

five to cight feet in lieight, alUi ough occasionially, especially in the -more

southt-rn couintries, it reaches fully double that length. 'l'le colour varies


