
them, and in the press of business, especially in inferior Courts, ho
xnay isucceed in gaining his point by his very recklessness and tenacity :
or at ail events hie is secure against severe remark from the Profession.
Ilis assertions rnay provoke a passing notice, but in a short trne they
are forgotten, perhaps even by himself, and the consciousness of this
very oblivion but emboldens him the more to advance doubiful points, or
at least those which, ho has but partially wveighed.

If no general publîcity be given to the decisions oi our Courts of
Justice, one great guaraittee for faithful and laborious effort on the
part of the Judges, in the examination and decision of doubtful ques-
tions> is at once withidrawn; and, practically speaking every mem-
ber of the Profession knows that in Lower Canada this publicity has
flot as yet been attained. Our Court Rooms are indeed open I0 the
public, and both the public and the Profession hear, and 'will
naturally, and according 10, their ability, canvass and decide upon the
Judgmenîs rendered in particular cases by particular Judges or par-
ticular Courts, and in this way the guarantee alluded to xnay, to a cer-
tain extent, be preserved ; although with much more difficulty, and in
a less degree, than under diffeèrent circumstances. But, with the
certainty that full and accurate Reports would be given of ail Judg-
monts of importance, every Judge and every Court would know and
feel, that his and ils public standing and reputation demanded the
exercise of integrity, talent, industry and research. Under such cir-
cumsîances the Profession -would flot bc amused, and the public edified,
*with long and well writîen addresses on public mon.aIè, ini the shape
of Judgments, or grave discussions on points of Lawv alrnost as wveil
sattled as any of the propositions of Euclid. Nor -%vould a pompous
display of indiscrirninate and ill-discerning industry any longer heap
up masses of great names and authorities, as if to beat down ail op-
position; or subtle men, w'ilh judgments sharpened tili they are 100
flne-edged 10 be useful, peer int the minuioe of cases, and wvith per-
verse ingenuity bring mbi the light the failinga of sorne unhappy
Bailifl"s retuni, or an error in a date or a proper naine. Reports faith-
fully givers would tend 10 remedy these evils in~ some respects, with
many others of wvhich Judges, znay perhaps now bo ignorant, but
whichi, when displayed in plain type, wvould becorine apparent.

But the main influence on the Bench, of Reports, would bo of a
more positive nature, and sucli as le far more pleasant to point out.
The Judge, whether rendering the decision of te Court, or expres-
singr his dissent froma il, wouid know that his opinion and the
gro unds of it wvould be fairly laid before the Protèssion aund the pu-
blic. Ho wvould feel the importance of using his best efforts in dispos-
ing of'a cause which, wvhen decided, would no longer bc of interest
only to tIse parties and Advocates actually engaged iu il, but which,
might tend 10 settle a doubtful, or clear up an obscure principle of irn-


