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thereunto, the subject was enabled toý
realize the experience of the Prophet,
1'Thou ivili keep hirrn in perfect peace
whose mmnd is stayed on thee because
he trusteth in thee.» The author
appears to be an English clergyman
who had been associated wit h Friends
in philanthropic work for more than
twenty years, which of course adds a
greater force to bis *testim ony, which is
as follows, viz: " A distinguibhed-
statesm-an, himseif a Friend, spoke on
one occasion of the smail and incoii-
siderable sect of .which I arn a memn-
ber." Had ail larger sects been as
anxious as that of the Quakers to do
justly, and to make that their ind
v. -ich was the end of Christ's work,
and ministry-the relieving of the
sufferings, and the pegfection of
humaniiy, a very d iferent worid should
we have had to live in to-day. If 110w
the Society of Friends' hab ceased to,
augment in niumbers, ]et theni -know
that flot oniy have miost of the human
princi pies they have advocated triumph-
ed, but rnany aiso of their. customs,
have been adopted by other evangeli-
cal Protestants. Once-. they stogd
almost alone in their testimony against
an exclusive ministerial caste in the
church. Now th1eir principle of
recognizing the preaching gifts of
Iaymen is ail but universaily adopted.
The danger at present is that of flot
guarding, as they have donpre, the liberty
of prophesyirig But in these days,
lay evangelihts are ungrudgingly
honored, and among Christians in the
two hemispheres they are o ften held to
be among the ablest preachers of the
gospel Further tlan t his, that
recognition of the public service of
woman in the furtherance of the
wvelfare of men, wbich once was alrnost
pecuhiar to Friends, is now a mark of
the Christian community generaliy.
The inconsisient s neer of worid[y
persons who can iibten witb approval
to the public and solo singing -of
'vornen , and to their favorite ac.tresseý,
is no longeýç alloi.ed .to .s!upport. an
objection to the public advocacy of
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women on behaîf of what is pure and
merciful. There wats a time when
' suent waiting on the Lord' %vas a
customn aimost exclusively confined to
Friends'. Such silent seasons for indivi-
duai petitions, and for that 'lcontriting "
and "tend eri ng,'counted the sign above
ail of the spirits preserice, are now
far from unusualin Christian asseni-
blies. It may be added, the political.
purpose of the Friends to take part in
making straight the crooke-l ways of
the world, and making plain its rougli
places, is in these last years rnuch,
xnore the mark than formeriy of devat
perbons. If the witntsses clotl'ed in
sack cloth for rnany years have finibhed
their testimony, it is because the truths
have been *accepted for which they
suffered. One supreme principle of
the Friends remains to be more and
more maintairied and developed. That
is, that the Spirit of Christ is the silent,
patient, inspiring and ever -guiduing
presence among men, and is the abid-
ing witness for Jesus in a worid on
which the Cross of Caivary bas been
lifted up. In these last days, wlien
the faithful application of the teaching
of Hoiy Scrip-ure to the new condi-
tions of Society is perplexing and diffi-
cuIt, the, Spirit wvil1 guide and couinsel
as we supremely aim and tiray to he in
complete subjection to His perpetual
motions. Then wve shall have hieip
wisely to wor><, and patientiy ta wait,
for the final setting Up of Clirist's
Kingdomn among rnen.>
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Our Xeariy Meeting, which is ahvavs
looked forward to as a time of friendiy
greeting and social commingling as weil
as a spiritual feasting, has corne and
>gone, and there will aiso be aý'çîc1a1ed
with it many pleasant recolec-titins in
the minds -of those wvho ;verc tavored
to be in attendance.

These atanual gatherings art: alwaysI
cherished opportunities whicb, maflJ
ioved , onesi who bave gorw Ihefoi4
have highly prized, and our lieliv


