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,cim In this connection inay Le reaà verses 14 and 15 of
Chapter xx.

(6.) Tie sixýhw~oe is againtisdissolute ,jIud"ges 'vv. 22-,23). As
in verses Il and 12 drunkards, iii genaral were descrilbed, so
here the sin is spoken of as practised by a certain class, the

judges who, drank heavily, andl who, under the influcee of
intoxicating drinks, perverted judgnient, justifying imii who
was in the wrong and condenining li- wio, was in the
righit.

Some regard verse 23 as denounci.ng a class distinct froin
-the persons referred to in the preceding verse. But against this
view is the fact that verse 23 commences with a plural participle
in the construet state, showing that the verses are in apposition:
4Woe to thein who are strong to drink, wvho, are the justifiers

,of the wicked VV1for ré-ward."

The announeetnênt of the first two, woes (v'v. 8 and 11) is
fc11'lowt 1 by a stateinent of the punishuient. But the third,
fourthi and flfth woes (vv. 18-21) have no suchi detailed punislh-
ment. Verses 24 and 25 which speeify punishment would seenm
to refer not nerely to the sixth woe in ver.,e 22-athougui
they iay have been suggested by that so to speak Iast straw on
the carnel's back.-but to ail the sins which had b-2en enrmerated.
Because Judahi and Jerusalein had trampled upon the law of the
Lord they wvould tie consuînied as the stube. ln viewv of the
frequency of the occurrence of the prophetie preterite in this
part of these prophecies, verse 25 which starts with f~~-

xnay be regarded as another instance of its occurrence, and not as
Spast referring to judginents already infl icted.
Since the refrain at the end of verse 25, "For ail this lus

auger is not t.urned away, but his liami, is stretched out stili,"
,occurs in Chap. ix. 12, 17, 21, and in Chap. x. 4, Ewald, ýv'ho is
Yol1owed by Cheyne and others, supposes that the occurrence
here! should be connected wvitli these passage.Pz. But for sucli a
view there la no good reason, since similar plienomena occur
-etsewhere. For example, compare Chap. il. 9 and L'hap. v. 15,
passages which contain an assertion eszentially the saine with-
-out proving that originally t bey stood side by side.

In noticing the prophet's terrible arraignment of the sins of


