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BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

A.D, 30,
Matt. 22

-14, ( Commit tomemory verses 11-14.]
WNG'S 1 And Jesus answered and spake
unto them again by parables, and

said,
2 The kingdom of heaven is like
unto & certain king, which made a
marr| for hisson. &
3 And sent forth his servants to
\ call them that were bidden to the
e =8 wedding : and they would not come.
4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell
them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings we killed, and ail
this are ready : come unto the marriage.
5 Rut they made light of i/, and went their ways,one
his farm, another 1o his merchandise ;
6 And the remnani took his servants, and entreated
then spitefully, slew themn.
¥ But when the king heard ¢herenf, he was wroth :
and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those mur-
derers, and burned up their city.
& Then salth he to his servants, The wedding Is ready.
but they which were bidden were not worthy.
9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as
ye shall "nd, bid to the marriage.
10 S0 those servants weut out into the highways, and
gathered together all as many as they found, both bad
and good : and the wedding was furnished with guests.

General
A parable somewhat similar to this had been given
by Jesus & few months earlier, during his ministry in

LESSON 1. THE MARRIAGE FEAST.

[April 1.
11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he
saw there a man which had noton « wedding garment:
12 Znd he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou
in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was

lWles!,

13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand
and foot, and take him away, and cast Zim into outer
darkness; there shall be weeping «iM gnashing of

teeth.
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

Statement.

pany invited by a king to a marriage feast, and scorn-
ing the summons. With the tongue of a prophet he
1 the i ding destruction of their city us the

Peren, It was like this parable in its inning, but
unlike it in its ending, and may be fonnd in Luke 14. 1-
24, This was delivered in one of the courts of the tem-
ple, on Tuesduy in passion week, the lastduy of the Sav-
iour's public tenching, It was delivered before an
audience of xcribes and Pharisees who had already de-
creed his death, and had burgnined with the traitor for
his betrayal. Yet the Teacher does not hesitate in his
utterunce nor lower his cinim to be reverenced as the
Son of God. lle pictures,the Jewish people us & com-

result of their rejection of himself and his messengers.
And he depicts in no less graphic langunge the doom of
the hypocritical or deluded professorof religion, in the
sudiden judgment which befell the man who appeared at
the wedding feast without weuring the wedding gar-
ment. So, alike for neglecters, for opposers, for per-
secutors, and for pretenders, this last public parable of
Christ has a solemn warning.

Kxpianatory and Practical Notes.

Verses 1, 2, Jesus anawerel, Tlo answerad gl:l'la‘. |
! rLoen e I of his
w. The hext defini-

the )
bearers in the temple. By p

veiling a spiritunl truth under y , for nr
pose of convey ng it to minds reluctant or indifferent.”
The kingdom of he . God's vealings with men,
especially tho<: hav rofeence to redemption. s
like. Notice that t eat Te cher constuntly finls
parallels to the spiritual world in the natural.

certain king. Thi< king is God lameelf. the only reul
monareh of ths universe. (1) God rei L the earth
rejrice/ Made a marriage. Rev. V. e
feast,” Representing the tend 1 elie relation
which the Son of God h lds toward hi- Chareh on
eiwrth, his glovions Bride, and the jov attending it.
@ May we belong to that trus Church which ix the
Lumb's wife! See Rev, 21, 9. For won. Our Sv-
four, who, as the founder o' his Churel Iling it into
union with himself, is the heavenly Bridegroom.

3. Sent forth his serv, The prophets, the
apostles, and ull who weliy e mes<age of Gd to
men. Fo call them. Tn the Evst thy invitation to a
feast is given twice, first to inform the. vnests. and then
to notify them when the entertaient i rewly.
Them that were bidden, In the interpretation. this
represents the Jewish nation, who as G «I'< cho<en o-
pl» recrived the first call of the Gospel, They w
not come. As hy their comi « thev wonld <hio v
alty, 80 by their neglect and rejection they pre
themeelves traitors to their King, (D Every
who fuils lo come is guilly uf dis oyulty to God.

r on the day of Pentecost, Stephen. and
ave prepared my dinner, Notice that the
all 8 more direct and nrgent than the first,
My fatlings are killed, Ts there o figneative allnsion
here to the blood of the cross, since the Gosnel feast
was not full until Christ's blood was shed? Come
unto the nge. So God ealls still throngh his
me-sengers, inviting men to partake in the joys of the
Gospel. (4) Murk the long-suffering grace of God !

8. They made light of It, Literally, * they caring
not." This verse pepre<ents the atti nde not only of
the mass of the Jews, but, ina larger internvetation. of
the mass of the world, to the Gos<pel eall. They do
not opnose nor rejest, thev simnly do not care. One
to his farm, another to his merchandise. Here ure
two ges of the carveless. unthinking maltitude; one
enjoving the good things of this life, the other seeking
ufter them. (5) How much men lowe who nealect God's
call for the enjoyments and aims of th- rorld !

6. The remnant, Rev. Ver., ‘“the rest." Prims.
rily, the rulers of the J ws. but also the opnoser< and
ser-ecntors of Christ in every age. Touk his servants,
Rev, Ver,, “Iaid hold on his servants, and entreated
them shamefully.” So enffered Stenhen, the two
Jameses, Panul. and manv others of the early workers for
Jesu«; g0, too, have suffered martyrs for the Gospel in
many nges, Tlere the paruble looks beyond the time
in which Je«ns lived,

7. When the king heard thereof., (6) And whatis
therein the universs orin the anerof which our King does
not hg P Me wne wroth, 13 not an imme fve
Brahma, » * King Log."” withont feeling. He is stirred

4. Sent forth other wervants,  Perhaps refarring to
the preachers of the Gospel ufter the ascension of

with a righteons indignation against wickedness
nothing like passion or

f | (which, however, has in it

April |

malice), g

terly dest
sluin or sc

8. The

the Jews |
proclajmes
ding Is r
ests, un
'hey wh
whosoever
worthy of |

9. Goy
in Matt,
“unto the
of the str

uon‘ll.w al
out from tk
but they ma

10. Gatl

<lass. t
the Church
main unch
wuwn 0
me
I"urnmrrolo
thromes in
4he Lamb.
11. Whe
king does n
assembled.
spring brinj

M. The
Tu. Invi
W. Invi

No. 213, Don
A

No. 214, Don

o,
l

TIME
LAC
RULERS
ee

»
Doctrin

QUERT
1. The Fennt
To what di
enven ¥
What Orien
mentioned in y
Who were |
Christ had in ¢
What had oc
1y snovests s
+ What clasees
t was th




