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N vore the lives of our modern missionarlesto
R (!l thelr congregations about them, The
I ¢lors expressed seemed to meot with general
B8 qssent.  The conference closed Thursday
B .t noon, Prof, Watson glviog the last lecture
Binthe form of answers to questions put in,
§  Mention should be made of the debate
A .o the slogle tax held Wednesday evening.
B8 Rev. Salem Bland, and Rev. M. Cralg, of
B Oakville, supported single tax, and Prof.
IR shorttreplied.  The audience was decldedly
3 agalnst e single tax theory.

Ths alumni before leaving sattled the
B oext year's programme. It is a very satis-
R fictory cne, and the members are already
B 10king forward to it with interest. Mr.

;yda: Begg continued his lectures on ‘* The New
s‘oph\; B8 1ie io Chist" for the benefit of the

NN students. .

OF PRAYER ON PUBLIC
WORSHIP.*

—

@  One of the greatest defects In our form
R of worship: lles in the excessive length of the
Wpayers generally offered. The express
command of our Savlour, regarding the
g leogth of prayer, seems to be wholly disre-
B garded, and the words not belng few, are too

B frequently not well chosen, Instead of-con-
sistlog of ascription of praise to God, confes-

slon of sin, and the offering of petitions, they
Ebecome diffusive, discursive, and often times
sermoniziog,  The attantion of the worship-
B per is sometimes called to watch, with some.
i thing of apprehension, whether the leader of

4 his devotlons will be ably successfully to
"B escape from the entanglements of some long
g acd involved sentence, or will fail in the at.

BR¥tempt. Ordinary worshippers complain
greatly of the undue length of our public
I prayer, and confess to inability to malntain
B doe attention, while strangers to our forms
Bt are, to say the least, not attracted by this
 feature in our service, Tha remedyis simple,
§andif our prayers were shorter, more pum-
9% erous and more specifically confined to
-JOE speclal subjects, the advantage to minister

B and people alike would be very great,

g Thequestion is sometimes asked whether
it might not be expedlent to have some litur-
B gical form of prayer. This is a wide subject
B and glves rise to a diversity of opiuion. Any
B suggestion 2ven of such a thing is usually
met with the cry that it is not Presbyterian,
‘Those who raise this objection forget, what
B s often overlooked, that Presbyterianism is
jneither an order of service nora system
jol doctrlne, but a form of goveroment.
§They display ignorance of the fact that
the use of liturgles is a very anclent custom,
Eso ancient Indeed that expressions from
some of them have found thelr way into the
B received text of the Scriptures, and that in
B Scotland, for upwards of 100 years, a litargy
j§ wasindailyuse. Theyssemunawaretbat Koox
I bsd much to do with it’s preparation, and that
many godly men were much attached to
B . It must be remembered that the histori-

B cal oppostiion in Scotland wasnot to a litargy
b but to a particular one. The Scottish iitar-
gY, or Book of Common Order, permitted,
R or indeed expressly enjoined, extempore
‘ prayers, or ** concelved” prayers, as they
g were then quaintly called, to be offered by
Jia the minister at certain places in the service.
P That several churches holding the Presby-
terian system use liturgles to this day seems
‘0 be unkuown to many Presbyterlans, and
while they allege that the use of any set
§ form of prayer is unscriptural, they condemn
such churches as the Waldensian, the Mora«
viax_xand the Dutch Reformed. One thing
15 certain, that ¢! « want of & liturgy has lost
thousands of members to the Presbyterian
Church, Oar seyvice is too much depend-
snton the gifts of one man, and our people,
K Confessedly, have too little part in public
Jhd "orstlp. When a church is provided - with
aliturgy its members can meet together for
worship, at home or ‘abroad; in the absence
of 2 minister, and many who would not ven.
tore to ofter extempore prayer could yet use

§ % Dxtract from & papes- o3 Pablic Worship, prepared
;zlhe reqoest 'of the Toronto Présbyterian r(,fo%nnl Ly
- Wa. Monimer Clatk, Q.C., chairman of the Board

B of Mazagement of Knox College.  ~
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a liturglcal service with propristy and ad-
vantage., In many places and at many
times, public worship is celebrated by means
of the use of the liturgy of the English
Church when otherwlse 1t would never be
performed, and many Presbyterlans who
have lived abroad or been In foreign service
by land or sea, have thus become {amillarlz-
ed with It, and on thelr return home have
not renewed thelr connection with our
Church, Those who have travalled somewhat
can bear testimony to the truth of this, and
to the fact that a continual draln on our
members is thus going on. So much is this
realized that the Presbyterian churches in
Britaln have unitedly established services on
the Continent of Europe, duriog the season
of travel, at points most frequented by
tourists, Some of the older Presbyterlan
divines suggested the proprlety of ministers
sometimes writing out prayers and readiog
them. It is to be presumed that our minis-
ters premeditate the subject and order of
their public prayers, and to some ex-
tent commit them to memory. Such being
the case, It is difficult to understand what
objection can be raised to any minister pre-
paring special prayers and reading them,
The duty of 2 minister 1s to conduct the
prayers of others, and It is submitted that
the use of a carefully prepared mhouscript
prayer would be greatly for the benefit of the
congregation. An avoldance of repetition,
of an irreverent use of God's name, and the
insertion of dogmatic statement, scmetimes
of a questionable accuracy, wounld be secur-
ed, and probably the fact that prayer is
petition might be more likely to be remem-
bered. i

It must be regarded as unfortunate that
the antipathy of Presbyterlans against pre-
lacy and popery, should have led them “to
deprive themselvesof these rich stores of
devotional assistance which are found In
many of the anclent and modern liturgles,
aud which have no necessary conunection
with one or the other. The conclusion ar-
rived at by many thoughtful personsin litur-
gical and noa-litargical churches is that, a
union of the dignified and reverential forms
of anclent prayer, with the use of free pray-
er, would be superior to any existing
mathods.

APPROPRIATING MISSIONARY
CONTRIBUTIONS.

MRr. EpiTOorR,—Wrlting in a recent
number of THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, it
is asserted by “One of ths King’s Chil-
dren,” thatitis “high time that the ques-
tion of dividing the funds collected inthe
different congregations for schemes of the
church were discussed,” It {s very doubt.
ful if any practical good would result from
the discussion of this question, What s
needed 1s not discussion, but the practical
application of missionary principles, and
the prayerful cultivation of the spirit of mis-
sionary glving in all our congregatione,

It is evident that feelings somewhat
stralned do at present exlst in certain quar-
ters touching the raspective clalms of mis-
sions. especially home and foreign, This
ought not to be, and Is nawortky of any of
the members -of the great Presbyterian
Church, On the one hand, the needs and
claims of Home Misslons are clearly and
forcibly presented by pen and voice from
timec to time, by the Rev. Dr, Robertson,
the energetic and unwearying superintend-
ent of missions forthe North-west. Onthe
other hand, the claims of Forelgn Missious
are io a most interestiag and inspitieg man-.
ner brought before the Church by onr highly
esieemed Forelgn Missice secretary, the
Rev. R. P, McKay. As an illustration of
this I only naad refer to his “Leaflet series
for Young People’s Societies,” issued in
catechetical form, three numbers of which
have been issued. Theyare simply charm-
Ing and highly instructive. Why should
ths soperintendent of missions for the North-
west, and the Forelgn Misslon-secretary be
held up by some as If they were antagonistic

‘to each other, when they are ‘honestly seek-

‘.

ing 10 accomplish in the very best possible
maunoer the work assigned them by the
General Assembly of our Church? Would
that more of us did our work as faithfully
and diligently as these honored servants,
then there would be Jess of the splrit of fault.
finding. Whatever misglviogs may prevall,
certaln it s, the blame does not rest either
with the superintendent of missions for the
North-west, or with the Forelgn Misslon
secretary. Probably a study of the reports
of the Assembly’s Blue Book may throw a
little light on this subject. Mot a few of the
congregatlons are reported as paylng from
$1,000 to $1,700 towards stipends. That
they are paying tco much,l do not fora
slogle moment wish to be regarded as
thioking ; what I desire to direct attention
to Is, that these same congregations are re-
ported as contrlbuting from $i25 to $400
towards all the other schemes of the Church,
What is the Inference drawn? One of two
things : the amount pald towards stipend in-
dicates wealth in these congregations cap-
able of much more being done for missions
thaun I3 belog dona ; or if not, the amount
pald for stipend is altogether outof propor-
tion to the amouat pald to the other
schemes. When one of-the King's Chil.
dren declares that, * No congregationis do-
ing the right thing that does not send for
the definite spread of the gospel in heathen
lands dollar for dollar that they spend on
self to malotain gospel ordinances,” the
fact that the claim made for Forelgn Mis.
sions, holds equally good for Home Missions
is lost sight of. And to speak of *this
piece of humbug in theory” and that con-
gregations sending nothing to Foreign Mis.
sions have no right to sing,  Jesus shall
reign,” etc., breathes, to my mind at le=ast,
rather of the Pharisee than tae Christian
splrit. What is specially needed is that we
who are ministers should see that the claims
of the varlons schemes are faithfully pre-
sented to our respective coagregations, and
seek at the same time to impress upon the
members of churches that all their glvings
should be made a matter of prayer and con-
sclence. JAMES A, BROWN.

FOREIGN MISSION FUNDS.

MR. EDITOR,—Will you allow me to
draw the attention of your readers to a few
facts :

1st. "That the General Assembly’s esti-
mates are, for thls year, $71,118 for the
General Fund and $44,273, for W.FM.
Soclety work,

2nd, That the funds of the W.F.M.
Society cannot be applied to the work car-
ried on by the General Fund, 1t is for
women and children,

3rd. That if congregations in making
their appropriations lean upon what the W,
F.M. Socicty are doing and do not deal gen-
erously with Foreign missions, we shall cer-
talnly have a deficlt and serious embarass-
ment,

4th. That last year we were saved from
a deficlt by a legacy amounting to nearly
$12,000. No suchlegacy hascome this year
and we have by new appolotments largely
increased our respoausibilities.

sth, That the work in our mission fields
is steadily growing, and if we are to gather
in the fruits of our own labors, we must ia-
crease the staff from year to year. To go

back and withdraw missionaries wouald cer-
tainly not be creditable—would bz an into!l-
erable reproach to the Church. These poiats
are often repeated, but are not yet recogniz-
ed by many coogregations. We simply
ask an equitable distribution of funds, hav-
ing due regard to every other scheme of the

Church. R. P. Macikay,

Sitting room wasata premium last Sundey
night in Chalmer’s Church, Woodstock, when Dr.
Mackay gave the second of his addresses to yonog
men on the subject’** The Young Man Whois in
Demand.” “Ilock,” said Dr. Mackay, *¢ for 2
time wilen our young men will beall consecrated,
our business purified, our politics Christianized,
our poor made tofeel ‘that they dwell among
brethren, righteousness in our streets, peace in
our homes, and an altar at every fireside—Ilook
for this because I believein the powerof the
Holy Ghost.”

181
Teacher and Scholar.

BY RRV, A, ]J. MARTIN, TORONTO,
Mar. 2qth
e }

1896, REVIEW.

CATRCHISH =), 3get2.

Luke i,
Luke xil.

GoroxN Texr.~Luke xu 8.
Mxnoay Vizsrs.~Pu. 2.

HoMr RrabinGgs,—#M. Luke i. 1-80. 7.
Luke ii. 1-3, 38. ¥, Lukeiv. 1. v 39. 7%, Luke
vi. I, vil. 0. £, Luke viil. 1, ix, 50. S, Luke ix.
56, x. 42 Sab. Luke xi. 1, xii. §9,

As usual it seems that the line of reviewing to
be followed with most profit 1s that suggested by
our golden text, We remember what the man
born blind,whose sight had been restored by Jesus,
said in answer tothe question ‘* Dost thou believe
on the Son of Ged?" '* Who is He, Lord, that I
might believe on Him "’ So when we ate called
toconfess Jesus before men, the most patural thing
is toask, Who is He? In the twelve lcssons of
the quarter we have twelve *‘ cartoons,” each pre-
scoting this Jesus to usziv some striking and in-
stmctive aspect.  The first lesson shows us that
this Jesus is the fore-announced of God. From
the gates of Eden onward we find Him promised ;
all the Peophets spoke of Him and were io some
measure forerunners of Him, and their * going
before *’ found its culmination in Joho Baptist,
the Divinely prepared foterunner.  This Jesus
must be some great one indeed come with a
mighty purpose to be so heralded. The second
lesson shows us that this Tesus is one who has
passed through all the stages of development and
experiences incident to human life from childhood
up to full manhood. He is thus fitted both to be
a0 example and 2 helper to u3.  The third lesson
shows us that Jesus far transcends in excsllence

and power all His forerunners. In His presence
Joha forgot everything save that hefore him stood
the *¢ Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of
the world.” So should we never forget the
peculiar excellence and glory of this man Christ
Jesus. The fourth lesson presents us with Jesus
own estimate of the work assigaed Him by God.
He was annointed to ‘preach the glad tidings of de-
liverance and eternal life, and to show men the
foundation upon which his proclamation is found-
ed, viz: Hus self-offering. Lssson five gives us
an illustration of the power of this Jesus to forgive
sins snd to heal of ali infiemites.  Thus we see in
Him the one fitted to do fur man everything man
requires for restoraticn to God. In lesson sixth
Jesus claim as to the authority of His word and the
1mportance to men of His receiving and acting upon
it is plainly set forth, A mere lip profession can
avail nothing, it must reach to the heart and thelite,
Lesson seventh shows Jesus agein as Lotd over
all thiogs, for even diseascand death inobedience
to His command let go their victims. The eigbth
lesson shows us Jesus tender and compassiopateand
caraest to give the veryjbest gifts within His power
to them who sought Him. The poor woman and
the ruler of the synagogue both came for a temporal
blessing, but were led oo step by step both to
desire somethiog better and to believe to the sav-
ing of their souls. Lesson nine exhibits Jesus as
inent on not merely finishiog His own work, but
layiog strong and fiem the foundations upon which
His disciples could proceed, that through them
the work might be carried on to completion.
Lesson tenth shows us this Jesus loyal to the
Word of God, and msking that Word glow again
with new life and new meaning. The word of
the truth had long been knowa but its spirss was
first made clear by Jesus. *¢ Thou shglt love thy
neighbor as thyself,” He showed to be a com-
mand whose observance is not conditioned upon
who is our neighbor, but upon a heart filled with
neighborliness. Then what encouragement do we
find ia lesson eleven, as Jesus appears bafore us
with those promises of blessing to be bestowed 10
answer to prayer.  And what comfort and incen- |
tive to carnestness and faithluloess do we desive
as we regard Jesus as the coming one. Thus we
see Jesus as the long promised of Gody as the
example and helper of mao, as the preacher of
good tidings, as the healer of diseases, as the
Savioar of souls, as the interpreter of truth, as the
answerer of prayer, as the returning Lotd—as the
One dominated through all by the intense desire

to accomplish the Father's putvose. Shall we
not then conf.css that be is our Lord ?

The Rev. Alexander MeMillan, of St.
Enoch’s Church, Toronto, lectured in the South
Side, Presbytenian Church, Toronto, on Tuesday,
March 11th, The lecturer gave a munute and
very fascioating description ot the origin agd de-
velopment of religious life in Scotland, and in a
specially interestiog manver spoke of the im-
portant facts to be gleaned from the ruins and
relics of buildings and places in the historic town
of St. Audrews, There was a very large attend-
;mee. and every one greatly appreciated the
ecture.




