THE PECPLE’'S MAGAZINE.

THE SIGNS OF THE TiMEs. '
BY J. 5, C. AI'BOTT.

The indications are very numecrous and decisive, that the
present confusion of languages with which the enrth is filled
will sc 'n disappear. A fow leading nations are diffusing their
influence over the globe, and the petty tribes which have dwelt -
i the forosts or wandered over tho plains have vanished; and
with their disappearance haye been silenced a thousand dis.
cordant tongues. Russia is moving onward in the carcer of
conquest with most gigantic strides; and where her ambition
is to meat with a check no one can tell. ‘That vast empire
already includes the whole of Northern Europe and the whole
of Northorn Asia. And in the inevitablo progress of civiliza-
tion, her langusge must soon absorh the unformed speech of
the wandering tribes over whom she has stretched her scoptre.
One.seventh part of the habitable globe Russia now occupies. .
And all the nameless influences of progressive civilization, tend
to spread over all these heterogeneous tribes the one language
of the-camp, the schools and the court. :

The number of known larguages now spoken in the world
has besn estimated at 3664. The developments ot Providence
are very decisive, that this Babal confusion will svon yield to a :
few leading languages, prevailing over vast communities. And
thus while the steamboat and the ruil-car are bringing the ends
of the earth into juxtaposition, a well educated man may soon
be able with ease to traverse the world, and to converse with
all the inhabitants.
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West India islands are Christianized.
l‘({ills ‘l‘(l[)l(l.l‘(y is ('Jhri.stlt.\!xily pervading the islands ofthe Pacific.
Where are the idols of Tuhiti, Hawas, Raratonan 1 They are
in thc;* cabinets of the Missionary Ruoms of Knoland and
America—the trophies of tho peaceful conuests ol‘L‘l;}islianily.
During the Jast twenty-five years, the groups of the Society
and Sandwich Islands, the Austral, He.vey, Vavau and Hapai
groups, have all thrown away their idols'and become Christ.
ianized, and multitudes of other groups are now in rapid pro-
gress of change. And it is now not probable that an idolater
will he found upon one of the isiands of Polynesiu, in half a
century from the present time. And as England sends her
influence up the rivers of Affica, paganism inevitably disappears,
a.m(l Christianity takes her place.  And in southern Asia, cvery
atelligent native admits that Brahma and Boouh are fust fall.
ing into dishonor. Even Juggernaut bimself is disgraced, and
at recent lestivals he could with ditliculty rally cnough of vota-
ries to drag his decaying car., °
Christians from England and America are gathering the
children of hoth sexes, by tens of thousands, into schoolsc—lho
youth into colleges; they are ostablishing churches and the
preached gospel, and the result is not problematical. These
same  causes, with vastly magnified power, must soon he oper.
ative in every section of the East. 'T'he doom of paganism s

And with what miracu-

And look at the Mohammedan power, once the terror of all
the world. Its right arm is withered. France, with cathe-

'The Christian religion, it is also very manifest, must soor, | drals is supplanting the mosques of Northern Africa. England
be the religion of the human family.—Waiuing the considera.  and France and Russia are unfurling the cross above the cres-
tion of that vital picty, that spiritunl renovation which Christi- cent cn a thousand minarets of the Moslem cmpire.  "The bell
anity is destined to cecure, let us first, as philosophical obser- of every steamer which ploughs the Bosphiorus, tolls the knell
vers, contemplate nominal Christianity, without referenco to ' of Mohammed’s power.  Every European army, which encamps
socts, either Protestant or Catholic. It is susceptible of de- "on the banks of the Indus or the shores of the Caspian, hastens
monstration, that the Christian religion will soon supplant all | the decay of that fearful delusion which was established by
forms of idolatry, and reign undisputed, arms and by blood. Every ship from Europe or America,

Contemplate the past achievements of this wonderful moral * which drops her anchor in the Golden horn, prociaims to the
power. Imperial Rome, carth’s master and tyrant, with all | disheartened followers of the false prophet, the intellectual en-
her boasted legions, and after exhausting all her energiesin  c1gy which Christianity inspires. Livery ambassador from
the conflict, fell prostrate before Christianity. From the palace | Europe, and every travelling scholar who enters the gates of
of the vanquished Cesars the cross was unfurled. Even Nero | .(.'onstnntinople, Shiraz or Teheran, even be he an intidel, is
could not build fires hot enough to burn up the cnergies of the , influential, in the overruling pr-vidence of God, in undermining
Christian church. Even the wild beasts ofthe Colliseum, as | the foundations of Mohamuied « reign.
they tore dimb from limb, could not intimidate the followers of ;|  And when weo add to all this the persevering and sleepless
Jesus, or expel the Christian faith from the world,  The phi.  zeal of Christian Missionaries, kindling, with the accompany-
losopher has toiled, with unremitting cnergy, to undermine the ing aids of the Holy Spivit, the fires of devotion—of spiritual
deep foundations of Christianity ; and the shafls of tho satirist ! renovation, in ten thousand hearts, we cannot doubt that the
have fallen harmless from her triple shield. The hostility o ' delusions of Mohatnmed will soon follow the idolatrics of Greece
earth has marshalled every possible power in every possible and Rome to ntter oblivion, and the Christian religion will ex-
combination against Christianity, and allin vain. When the . tend without a rival over the habitable globe.
gorgeous idols of Ephesus, when the immortal statuary of Athens | -And when all hearts shall be hrought under the spiritual in-
and of the Pantheon crumble from their pedestals, at the ap- . fluence of the religion of Christ ; when all men shall be truly
proach of Christ, can the miscrable feather gods of the Pacific , born again of the Holy Spirit; when all wrong shail cease,
and the mud idols of India resist his approach? When the , and the ties of brotherhood shall be universally recognized,
Roman empire, in the plenitude of its power, exhausted its en- | then will this world again appear as it did on that bright morn-
ergies in bloody persecution in vain, is it to be feared that carth | ing when, at its birth, all the sons of God shouted together for
can furnish other powers of persecution yet mora terrible? Joy. .

Wken we have seen philosophers and poets and dramatists | This general outline may lead to investigation and thought
and prices combine, with the highest resources of learning | to fill up its detaiis; it may deepen the reader’s interest in ob-
and wit and wealth, and Christianity steadily advancing not- | serving the signs of the times—those wondertul developments
withstanding all their endeavors, is it to be anticipated that ; whichare ever openingarot.ad us inthe nincteenth century.  And
othier literary opponents will be able to accomplish that which | ks heart must be indeed .cold, and his fhith must be indeed
Hume and Gibbon aud Voltaire and Frederic—the conspiring , weak, who is not animated by these views to redoubled exer-
.encyclopedists of Eurape, in vain ess: ;j¢d? , tions in diflusing a. spiritual Christianity through this agitated

' Were I an unbeliever in the divine authority of revcaled re- | world. And now, when God is overruling the speculations of
jgion, still, as a philosophical observer of cause and effect, 1 | the closet, the experiments of the laboratory, the skl of the
. am compelled to believe that Christianity possesses an inherent | artisan, the.policy of the cabinets, the tramp of armues, to usher
" énétgy Which will make it triumphent over the world. All, in the glories of the Millenial day, let not the sacramental host
. Eurcpe with the exception of Turkey, has become nominally : of God’s olect sleep. When God is compelling the toil even of
Christian. ~Every Island upon her southern and western coast , the atheist and the infidel to Lo subjocted to Christ, elevating
has becoine Chuistianized. The energies of the Gospel have | the valloy and depressing the mountain for Messiah to ride tri-
extended over the wide waves of the Atlantic, and nearly the | umphant in the chariot of paternal deity, Oh! may the Christ.
whole of this new waild, from the fow feeble savages wander- | ian be awahe to the signs of the times, and be true to his pri-
ing over the cliffs of Patagonia, to the shivering inmates of the , vileges and his responsibilities.—Yew York Ezangelist.
_anow huts of Greenland, has become nominally Christian. ' S
""Probably, fifty years from this time, not a vestage of living hea. l -There are threc soris of men-slayers; they-which kill; they which
thenism will be found on the American continent. All of the ! hate ; and they which detrac*,




