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3?RIZE ESSAY BY DUNCAN
CAMIPBELL, ESQ.

4TuJimu==amn rmeditamu. «tretta."

IllSrO!?ICAL ACCOUNT OF THE RISE
.AND PIIOGIRSS OF~ AGIIICULTURE
114 NOVA SCOTIA.

IT is a charactcristic of thet abnrigincs
of &il countries, where nio progreas lias
betin nadein l the sCienice of govttrmuueuit,
that they pay littie attentin ta the
cuitivation of the soil. Mati, in a sayage
condition, lias au alilost luncoliquerahîle
aversion to the prostecution of stea'iy
labour withiin a Iiiutte spiîere-:î diii-
posit.ion which is strungthenied by-con-
siaut dread of attack by hoastile,
itighsbolmrsq. and hy the fascination ali

excitetint of the Chtase. St) deupily
rooted have roving habits becunto in tihe
case of the ahorigines of Nova Scotia, that
thuy inay bu regarded as coîistittutional
aand lierttditary, as provttd Iîy tîne fact of
tint conttparativeiy rare instances iwhert tînt

:oi ine ppiy theuiseives tai agriculiuraI
vorkeven %when the nIoSt fiivomîr.î1ie

apportuitities are pricsented for conîfrt-
alte stkuent, Htnce, iv'he,î the first
lEmropeati se.ýttIers landcd ini thet Prao'incu,
they faunid tins country in Lime îild Ilux-
uiriance Of natnre-u'itiîout even tine
settihliue of culilvation.

4xmmung tint tirst Entropeaa sattlcra whlo
initiateil cultivation iii Nova Scotia were
tve Frenchnimn, Pourtrincourt andl
Lescarbot. Titey sowed, scedi at Amiia-
polis, whicm grew spantdily anti vigurotisly,

aittî'sting Élie fertility Of t SOit iii tiet.
region. Butt, passing front niere individual
efrbrts, w#tt ennu to tuit mure 8ystuoiatic
and extent3ivo labours of tiie unfortunatit
Aceadinas, wlio took possession of th-3
înarsh andi other flat lands of the couitties
or limits, Kigsand Annapolis, and, by
skilful dyking and tilluge, produced
resuitsi wviich have furnislied theines for
the descripîtive powers ini îîactry and
prose of' Loingfeiav and the Abbe
Rejetai. Making ait dute allowance for
tit forvidl imagination of tint one, and
the friendly and geniai Iprojindiccs of the
oLter, iii t'ae prcseutaition af làihy
colotured deser ptionq (if rural plenty
and moral exetllence, ta wvhich there
arc feiw practical paraiiels iii the history
of the race, thuvre c4in bie no dotitt
titat these glowitig rer'mtto have
a substrattum of trtith, batk as tu tint
skill in lihnsbaidcry, and! the excellent
moerai and religions qitalities of thet
Acadians. l sI ntn their incrits as
agricuiturists, %ve niuet take jtat accomit
tînt comparativciy undevelopedl condition
of agriculturîI science at the tiîne, andi
the very hn»ilted extelit to iwhicli iLs
î,riticiuiies were diffused. ite suceeLss
wlîielà attend<e<i tizeir efrorts pirves thuir
alîility as làunbn tii mon, in circu ,iiýsII1 cs
we'le I=otiliar iski;I andi ind:iitry ivere
requmei. Tite tidai. waters NI=~ suces-
fullly fI'ncc<I ont by sýtt.ý bktîaks, %rhich
wverù pr<îtccteil at i;ltarvals ivitli sluice

d'îonra hy %wllicll the %vatt!ri s caped ait
0111 titie. W'.w prowtt-s 'vas suùstantailly
that by mvi;ic tiucnniv ès<f Eàig-
Iaua4 I:l.tv beci reliîned and brouglit

iiter a state of. adumirabile cultivation.
Hotre it iuay bc ineitionett that tiet
wvitle suia toast of Lincuotsire and part
of Norfolk, a fine of at Ieatst 130 mtiles,
consins of marsh lands lower that lime
tides, and is protected hy batrier batiks,
besittes %wich there are litintrcds of mtiles
of tiver einbaukînents. The .4cadians
prodmtced oit their lands in grcat abun-
daince wheat, naLs, rye, barley, andi
potatoos. Weil authenticat-ed details as
to their stock at the timae of their oxpuil-
sion, piace beyond daubt tho remnark:tiii
prasperity ta wviich they had attaincil as
ai» aigricutttral pieuple.

Leaving« theso interestxtîg settlers, a
tvide field opens lxfibre us. Tho Catmty
Histories; thich, through te liberality of
Mr. '1. B. ilkins, have beeni ivritten, and
of %viich, inany stili iii ninscript, llavao

baecomme thu praperty af Kiiig's Coilege,
ireseut interttsting data ta diatormnine tint
extent ta which the agriculture of the
vatrious coîntites lias been airectedl by the
differnt classes of entignints iviti at tinat
sattlttd in thit. Tite liimits of titis palier
iviil not 4;dnîjt of a thorough discussion
tif tis. inmportant phansu of the sttlîject, as
Iî'et4îmg tut tha duvelojnemît of :agricuilitre.
il f4w geiserai remtnarks on Lime topie nmit
s.u11H ce.

Týho largcst body of uniig.rtnts whoç
zarr .Veil at unti tite tvas ini14,attn
atttieitîcnt of llulifax, whenj Cornwallis
iamm'id 'm'it't 25976 mills, ai îvhoin 1544
wtrr maiea, ilicludinig 5900 seanlaut %wlq
iait Srved in Lime Royai QS~~ , tI1o
reltiiiiiiimg Lhoat:iîl a~ 4arge i r4)>ortitj ' o 4'

.io 1 ! . .cted i~ irt îuilitary pyotes;-


