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Bethlehem Town.
BY RUGENE PIELD.

As 1 was going to Bethlchem town,
Upon tho earth I cast me duwn

All underneath a little treo,

That whispered in this wiso to me.
“Oh, I shall stand on Calvary,

And bear what burthen eaveth thee l”

As uD 1 fared to Bethlehem town,

I met a shepherd coming
down,

And thus he quoth. “A
wondrous sight

Hath spread before mine eyes
this night~

An angel host most fair to

Beo

That sung fult sweetly of a
tree

That shall uplift on Calvary

What burthen saveth jyou
and me !”

And ag Y got to Bethlehem
town,

Lo! wise men came that
bore a crown—

“Is thero,” cried X, “iIn
Beathleaem,

A King shall wear this dia-
dem 7"’

“Good sonth,” they quoth,
“and it Is he

Theat shall be lifted on the
tres,

And freely shed on Calvary

What blood redeemeth us
and these!” i

Unto a child in Bethlehem
town,

The wise men came and
brought the crown;

And while the infant smiling
slept,

Tpon their knees they fell
and wept;

But, with her babe upon her >
kneel -

Naught recked that mother
of the tree

That should uplift on Calvary

What turthen saveth all and
me.
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Again I walk in Bethlehem

town,
And think on him that wears
the crown—
Y mey not kiss his feet
L]

agaln,
Nor worshlp him as I did
then;
My Kiog hath died upon the
tree, .
And hath outpoured on Cal-

vary
What blood redeemeth you
and me.
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*IN THB OITY OP
DAVID-A 8S8AVIOUR"

Bethiehem s stili a little
city. and 1t does not take
many people to crowd fit;
but, besides being the birth-
place of Israel’s great wer-
rior-king, David, it is the
birthplace of Jesus. There-
fore we all love it and with
Phillips Brooks. we often
think ;

« Oh, to have dwelt in Bethlchem
When the star of the Lord shone
bright ! M
To have sheltered the holy wanderers
On that blassed Christmes night!
To ha‘;e kissed the tender, way-worn
Yoe
Of tue mother undefiled,
And with reverent wonder and deep
Selight,
To bave tendsd the Holy Child !

Mr, Bd¥in S. Wallace gives the follow-
ing. description of the Gity ot David.

Beathlshem to-day has barely eight
thousand inhabltants, and in appsarance
{s not attractive, ‘The streets aure too
parrow for vehicles; in fact, ihse Is but
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_one.street ix the town wide enough for
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carriages, and {t 18 so very narruw that !

thoy cannot pass each other in it. The
streets were made for foot travellers,

i donkeys, and camels.

| Bethlehem 1a about five miles suuth ot
Jerusalem. Leaving the iarges city by
the Jafla gate, we take a carriage and

H ride rapldly over the flne ruad buiit but
a few gyears ago. Tho carriage we are
in and those we meet are wretched
affalra. The hurses aroc to be pliled,
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It 18 larges, and better bullt, Now, as
then, the houscs arc ¢f atone, and, as
cities and customs change but little in
tho East, wo may safely infer that
Mudern Bethieaem aouses ars much like
thuso of nlncicen hundred gears &gu.
Fethaps sumo ol the vid buundings that
were in cxiswence so lung ago may still
be sw.nding.  Of course the great Church

of the Nativity was not then crected, nor

were any of the large religlous buildings .
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Hark ! the herald angels sing,
*“ @lory to the new-born King,
Peace on earth, and mercy miid;
God and sinners reconcifed."
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim @
*Chrlst Is born in Bethlehem.”
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Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may dfe;
Born to raise the sons of carth,

Born to give them gecond birth.

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace,
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness'
Light and life to all ho brings,

Risen with heallng in his wings

first, because they are not well
cared for, and second, because their
drivers are regular Jehus ~ho drive them

furious!y ~” up hill and down. In less
thaa an hour we are in the market-
place of Bethlehem, in front of the
Church of the Nativity.,

Of course it tas changed in appoaiance

sizce ths tims of the birth ot Christ

wo see. tThese are tho memorlals of a
iater date, built in honour of Him whosoe
eartiily life began hére. Omne would have
to be anmindful of his surroundings and
very animaginative not to wonder what
the place was like on that night, the an-
aiversary of which we are celebrating.
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Wo know thel then it was fiilled with
people, Baut those people had come for,

a different purpose.  Augustus Casear,
the master of the thea known world, hed
issued an Imperial decree cordering a
general reglairation of all hls zubjects.
This waa fur tha purpuse .{ reviaing or
completing tho tax ilats. According to
Roman law, peogyic wers to sa2gister In
thelt own citles- that Is, the city in which
they lived, or to which thelr village or
town was attached., According to Jew-
fsh methods, thoy would register by
tribes, famiiles, and the
houses of <chelr fathers.
J aeph and Mary were Jews.
and confcrmed to the Jawish
~ystom It was well known
that he and Mary ware of
the tribe of judub and family
ot Davld, and that Bethle-
hem was thelr ancestreal
home. Accordingly, they
left the Nazaroth home, in
o)} the territory of Zebulun,
and camp to David's *own
city,” in the territory of
Judah.

Thoy came down tho east
bank of the Jordan, orossed
the rviver at Jorlcho, and
came up among the Judean

hills and valleys 11 they
reached Bethichem. It was
a long journey, and a weari-
some ono; and, on arriving,
a place of rest was the first
thing eought Evidently
they had no friends llving in
the place; or, 1f they had,
their houses were already
filled. In the khan, or inn,
*2 there was no room; so there
was nothing to do but to oc-
cupy A part of the space pro-
vided for catile. It was not
an unusual thing to do, and
fn fact they wers about as
comfortahle there as i{n any
khan At a khan ore may
procure a cup of coffes and
8 place tc 'iv down on tho
floor; but each guest provides
his own bed and covering.
This waz all Joseph and
Mary cnuld have obtatned in
the {nn, had thero heen room
for them. And here In
Bethlchem, in a stable, or a
cave usged for stabling ant-
meals, Jesus was born, and
Mary “ wrapped bim in swad-
ditng clothes and 1ald him in
a manger.”
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WHERE TEN DINE ON
ONE EGQ,

“ One, two, three, four,
five, six, seven, eight, nine,
ten,” sald the farmer, count-
ing the guests he had invited
to spend the day at the farm
with him. "I guess that one
egg will be ennugh.”

Harving given qtterance to
this expressivn, he went to
the paddock and soo3 brought
to the house an ostrizh's
egg

For a whole hour it was
bolled, and though theros wero
then eome misgivings &8 to
its being cooked, the ahell
win hreken  frr curlostty
could no longer be restrained,
and a three-pound hard-
bolled egg was Iald upon the plate. But,
apart from {ts sizo, there was nothing
peculiar about it. Theo white had the
bluish tinge ecen in the duck's ezs. and
tho yoke was one of the asual colour. ft
tasted as It Jooked—like a duck's ogg.,
and had no flavour peculiar to ftsclf.

As it takes twenty-eight hens' eggs to
equal in welght the ostrich’s egg which
was cooked, {t was evident that the host
knew what he was about in cooking only
oue,
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Tapleasantpess at the Window - Pay
in, Teller—' Excuse me. madam, but 7
don’t ¥pow yoy "

Lady with Cheque- “Know rmme”
Well, T shnuld think not  There ate no
bank cashiers in sur set™
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