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turil ta Goci, and preparations for the
baptisni of the 1-ing as also of the pea-

ict wcre irninediateiy beguin. On
Cl'îristias DaY, 496, A. D., the mienia-
rahie event took place. Howv the hieart
of' Clotilda miust have ieaped for joy
as she sawv lier geatcst desire thus ac-
colnpliied l

St. Reniv, whom Bossuet cails the
Samuel af the Frenchi people made
(rreat preparations for the imposing
cerenîony. Hineniar lias leit a niast
cloquient description of tlic magnifi-
cetncc dispiayed on the occasion of tlîis
flic niost inipressive event iiithii hstary
of the Frencli kingys.

The street froni the palace ta tue
chutrcli had been spiendidly carpetted.
'l'lie clîurclî itseli wvas gorgeously de-
corated ancl liglîted Up wvith periunied
taplers. A procession starteci froni the
palace at the head ai wvhicli were carried
thcGospeisaîid the cross. Tlien caine the
kzing whosc lîaîd wvas lîeid bySt. Remiy.
Tl'le quecu and the twva sisters ai the
kýiiîg -foliowved :the rear af tue proces-
sion was broulît up by the flowvcr ai
the Fr'ieîci armiy.

Àrrived at flie ciiurchi tue king wvas
s0 inuch struck wvith tie mîagniificence
dlisp)la)yed that lie asked the lialy fatlier
if thiis were the kingdom of Christ wvhicli
lie iîad promisediîim. "No, Sire," re-
jhied tlîe bislîop, " it is but tlîe hegin-
iîîgi of tue ývay tiîat leads ta it."1

On reaclîiig the baptismial font the
kýing a,ýsked tabebaptized. The bishap
acIressing Iiirn said " Sicambre, * bow
dloivi thy lîead ; adore thiat whiich thîou
hast burned, and burn what thou hast
ad(ored." Tlieî hîaviîîg professed lus
faitli in tue Biessed Triîiity, Clovis
wvas baptized aîîd aîîoiîîted. -The thîree
thotisand soidiers wvhi wvere with Iîim,1alongy wviti tliir wvivcs andc children
îvcrc al.so received iîîto the ciîurclî by
diec bishops aîîd priests wlio wvere pre-
senît on this soicmîîi occasioni. 0f the
sîsters ai Clovis, Aiboflède wvasbaptized
,iiid afterwards eîîtered a convent,
wilie Lantlde 'wlo, liad iîîîbibed tue

*Câlivis %vas decsnid froii flic trib-- knowz, in the
PNI~.ri Oï GCralany as thei& SiCarnbrcs.

I TH-E OWL

Arian hieresy became reconicilct ta the
true faith, and \Vas aîiointedi.

This 'vas ýan occasion for great re-
joicing tiiroLiglout the reaIi. The
king wislîing ta banishi tears and sar-
raw from his kigdanî releaseci ail pri-
soners and made liberal donations ta,
the church. He wvare the whlite robe of
the nieophytes for a periodl ofeighitdays
and once during this timie wvlien St.
Reniy wvas reading ta iîii the Passion
af aur Lord, the king, moved ta indi-
g-nation by the description of the cruel
torments endured bv the Saviaur, ex-
ciaimed 'I Oh, would 1 hiad been tiiere
wvith my soldiers ta avenge Him !

The newvs af the conversion of Clovis
spre.ad joy throuighout the christian
xvoricl. Expecting iii hini a valiant de-
fender of the Chiurch Pape Amastasitus
wvas particularly happy. Clovis was
now the onl[3 Catholic sovereign iii the
xvorld, the others being either pagans
ar having embraced the doctrines af
one or the other of the great hieresies,
Ariaîîisin or Eutychianisni. The cmi-
peror Anastasius liad gone over ta,
Eutychianisnî, while Theodoric, king
ai thie Ostragotlîsin Italy ; Alaric, kinîg
of th.e Visigoths iniSpain and Aquitaine;
Gondébaud, king of tlic Buîrgondes in
Gaul and Trasaniond, king of the Van-
daIs iii Africa, ail prafessed Arianism.

The date af the baptisni af Clovis
wvas alniost coincident wvith the acces-
sion oi Anastasius ta the papal tlîrone.
The newv pope loaked upon tlîis as an
amen af goad. He therefare wvrate
the folaoving letter ta the king af the
Franý-ks.

XVe congratulate Ourselves, niost
glroriaus son, that youir eratry into the
christiati faitti concurs; with Otir entry
into the pantificate. For inay nat the
chair of St. Peter start for jay wvhen it
secs the nations hasten ta it ; Mihen it
secs the net wvhicii that fishier ai mcen,
that porter of hecaven, lias becti coin-
nmanded ta spread, being filled tlirowgh-
out the ages ? This is wliat we wish ta
make lcnowvn ta yotir Serene H-ighniess,
throughl thc priest Eumierius, so that,
knowving the joy of your father, you
may increase ini good wvorks, you înay


