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such ivorks restE chielly on t1hè senior
students and it reflects no credit on those
students who are not only inembers of
highier classes but are uncler obligation ta
the student body for positions of honor
and trust in other societies, tibat thcy
shirk their responsibility in this one. It
is flot very comiplimientary to the society
that certain of its miembers deign to favor
it iib their presence perbaps once a
session, inflict their speech on the patient
listeners and absent thienselves there-
after. Nor is it very encouraging for the
society that certain other of its inembers
attend duriiîg their good pleasure, or so
long as it t)Ioves entcrtaining for tbrn,
and forsake lt wben it needs a lielping
hand or voice to niake ir entertaining.
Thereare sonie students in this institution,
we are sorry to say, who regard it as an
obligation incuinbent upon sorte unde-
fined power to carry on the wvork of ail
societies fortbeirconvenience and who do a
great deal of fault finding if the course of
affairs dloes not con form to their fastidious
tastes; yetthcy never conceilvetbbc possibiliby
of a duty on their part to contribute to
the conimon weal. 'l'le I)ebating Socieby
should, watch jealously that kind of tbing
and ostracize ail parasites and drones. It
should cultivate a spirit of hostility towards
this absenteeisni and thus enforce attend-
aràce, if flot throughi honor at leasb through
shanie.

WThy there 'is this indifference on the
part of so many to the %vork of the society
%ve cannot understand, for if there is onîe
socicîy more than another that is d'--serv-
ing of the support and encourage1 nent of
students, it is certainly the Debating
Socicty. Everyone knows how aliiost in-
dispenEable it is as a training for the longue.
There are niany students, soutid, intelli
gent and ge crerally well inform-ed, 'vho yet
fail utterly ta impress you, out of sheer
inability to deliver theniselves of their
ideas. They are able perhaps to wield
the pen with force and even elega nce, yet
they could niot stand uip in a committee
of three and express themselve3 without
disconifizure to themnselves and 'their
hearers. Knowvledge is power only as it
cari be wielded. Trhis is a talkirig age,
and if we wish to live in it and with it Nve
mîust learn to talk. Let no one say, how-
ever, that the benelits of t,-his work con-

sist wlîolly in acquiring a glibness of
speech ; ài~ s l)reeninently a training for
the iiiid. One learns to be cool, to cal-
culate swiftly, to be alert, keen and ]ogi-
cal, and to niarshal bis powers in thc most
formiidable array. Besides this, it is an
incentive to thotd'lit. There is nothing
more invigorating ta the intellect than an
intellectual wrestle. Many an alumnus
who has since made bis mark in the ivorld
will tell you that it wvas in the debating
society lie tirst began to rcally think for
Iimiiself and to dare ta express an inde-
pendent opinion, and that it was there he
first conceived a rnanly, serious interest iii
the study of deeper problerns. There is
certainly no miore practical work for the
student than that donc by the Debating
Society. TiTere lie reccives a foretaste of
the cares and strifes of future life, and
learns ta apply to themi the principles
with whichi lie is being imbued by a liberal
educai;on.

Although the work accomiplishied this
year is very creditable it seems to us there
should lie something, donc to give this
feature of our college work more prom-in-
ence. It is too mucbi a matter of routine-,
there is flot that enthusiasni in it that
there sbould bie. Can there flot bc some
mieans devised to revive interest in it ?
Now we put our football teani and our
basebaîl, hockey and lacrosse teamis into
leagues tb conl)ete with outsiders in order
thant ilie keenness of conîpetition inay
arouse and sustain entbusiasrn in physical
culture. Will not the samne principle hold
good in the mialter of mental culture ?
In facr the importance of tbe principle
bias already been rccognized and
applied in the Intercollegiate debates
wvhich are becoining so popular. Thiere
is no reason why wve should not take part
in these debates. Tf any are so timid or
diffident as to think that because our
neighboring universities are larger and
richer they produce abler men, laI thern
remember that our students take first
places in themn, that our graduates are as
successful nLen, and that our college,
publiý;ation, e'en though T.1FE Owr. do
say it, talces second place to none of themn.
We could -without any doubt malte a
creditable showing. We are already the
easy champions of the field in Cangda,
could we flot also beconie the champions
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