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From Blackwoods Magazine, for October.

THE AGES.
A THoUsAXD years—a thousand years !
So long a time has worn awsy,
And o'er the hardening earth appears
Green pastures mixed with rocks of grey;
And there huge monsters ro!l and feed,
Eadh frame a mass of sullen life;
Through slimy wastes and woods of reeds
They crawl, and tramp, and bleed in strife.

A thousand yesrs—a thousand years'
And o'er the wide and grassy plaia,
Ajuman form the prospect cheers,
The new-sprung lord of earth’s domain.
Haif-clud in skins he builds a cell,
Where wife and child create a home;
He looks te Hearen with thoughts that swall,
And owns a Might beyond the dome.

A thousand years—a thouvsand years !

And le ! a city and a realm;
Its weighty pile a temple rears,

And walls are bnight with sword and helm :
Each man is lost amid a crowd;

Each power unknown now bears a name,
And laws, and ritcs, and rongs are loud;
+ And myriads hail their monarch’s fame.

A thousand years—a thousand years!
And new besidoe the rolling sca,
Where many a saor mimbly steers,
The eager tribes are bo!d and free.
The graceful shrino adorns the hill;
The equate of council apreads below;
Their theatres a people fill;
And list to thought’s divinest flow.

A thousand ycars——a thousand years !
We live amid a sterner land,
Where laws ordain’d by ancient seers,
Have train'd the spint of command;
There pride and policy and war,
With haughty fronts are ganing slow,
And, bouad at their tpumphal car,
O'ermaster’d kinge to darkness go.

A thousand years—a thousand yoars'
And chivalry snd fanh are strong;

And through devetion's sotrewing tears,
Is seen high help for earthly wrang.

Fa.r gleams the cross with sunny light}
Beneath a dim cathedral arch;

*Tis raised, the burgher Staff of Right,
And heads the siately feudal march.

A thousand years--how swift the chain
That drags along our shight to-day !
Before that sound returas again
The present will have stream'd away,
And all gur World of busy strength
Will dwell in calmer halls of Time,
And then with joy will own at length,
Its course iv fix'd 1ts end subimme.

MISCELLANY.

body may be supported in vigour upen many different
Kkinds of aliment, and the business of seciety carried
on almast equally wall, whether men live on fish, flesh,
or fowl; ot corn, pulse, or nattitious roots; or a mix-
ture of all these together, Comsidered as a social
being, 1t 19 of Little eonsequence what man eats; but
it ® of great coneequence what he drinks. Upon the
nature of the refreshing snd stimulating beverage ¢on-
sumed, depends the nature of the animal apirite; smd
this, in its turn, has a powarful influence upon the
sensations, the mental activity, the feslings, tbe tem-
per—in a word, upon the socisl and merai character
ofthe individual. Previous to the introduction of tea
and coflee, fermented liguors of some species—rine,
ale, beer, or cider—wete the drinks universally used
by persons of both sexes, for the purposs of exhiliara-
tion. Every body has heard of Queen Elizabeth’s
muide of honour breakfasting upon besl steaks and
sle. Now, the quality of all these liquors avises from

when used in modaration, it generally confuses the
bram as much as it quickens ite activity; secondly,
that a little vhoughtlessness, or want of controul, leads
to inebrioty; and, thirdly, that when the excitement
has subsided, s proportional depression of spinits fol.
lows, while the sensibility of the system is impaired,
and in course of time worn out, by the constantly re-
curring actign of the alcholic stimulus. Let us sup.
poss, that, when these drinks were in umversal use as
articles of food, and when statesmen, lawyers, and
merchants, wers no doubt seen with muddy heads in
a forenoon, any one had diucovered a spacies of wi.e
or ale which had the refreslung and exhiliarating efi. ¢
tequired, without ¢onfusing the brain oz leading to in-
toxication, would not such s Ran huve merited & sta.
(ue from the conservators of the psace in every town
and country of the empire ? Now, this is exactly what
the introduction of tea and coffes has accomplished.
These beverages have the admitable mdvantsge of
affording stimulus, without producing intoxication, or
any of its evil consequences. To the weary and ex-
hausted, they aro beyond messure rofreshing. They
give activity to the intellect, without confusing the
bead, . being followed by that annoying depression
which impels the diinker of ale ot spirits to deepo,
and more frequent potations, tillhe ands in sottishness
and stupidity.  To the studions they are invaluable;
and they are perfectly adapted to the use of females,
which ale or wine never can be. They render the
spirits elastic, the fancy ** nimble and forgetive;” and
hence they greatly aid the flow of rational and choer.
ful conversation, snd promote cour‘esy, amenity of
manners, serenity of temper, and soc! habits. The
excitement of wine, ale, or spirits, even if it were as
pure in its nature, never siops at a proper pitch. The
drinker of liquogs has bardly bacome gay or animated,
wiien & glass or two additional carries him to the
stage of Loisterous jollity, whieb is too often followed
by beastly inebriety. Then his caroussls are succeeded
by a woeful flatnoss,  He i liatlets, torpid, unsocial,
porhaps crabbed and sulky, till he is again on the
road to intoxication, Take half a dozen men even
who are not drunkards, and observe what a difference
thers is in their convereation, in point of propriety,

UTILITY OF SIMPLE BEVERAGES.

Tac introduction of tea and coffes has led to the |
most wonderful change that ever took place in the diet !
nf madorn civilised nations—a change highly iinport-
ant both in a physical aud a moral point of view.

Feod is taken for two purposes—to nourish and sus.
tain the budy, and to refresh, stimulate, or extizliarate
the annpal spirits Solide, generally spesking, afford
tnuch more noynshment than liquids, but it s worthy
of semark, that the refieshing or exluliarating substan.

piquancy, and easy cheerfulness, in the two houts
after a coffee breakfast, and the two hours after »
dinner, at which they have been enjnying wine or
spirits merely in moderation. Lovers of tex or coffee
are in fact, rarely drinkers; and lience the use of these
beversges have benefitted both munnars and morals.

—

LONDON SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION,

Wx have the report of tlus socjety which was pre.
sented at its Annivorsary in May. It was established
n 1808, and its objects are to encourage the promo-
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instruction, to promete the establishment of sshools,
and to supply * boshaand stationary ' fer the Sundey
Schools at redrced prices. The union has s fond to
aosiet in the building of suitatle rooms for Seadey
Scheels. The amount approptiated for this purpose
last year was sbout twelve hundred dellars. Item.
ployed but one agent, who visited about eighteen
counties, deliveting public addreasee to children, tes-
chers, and parents. To encourage the ues of livraries.
the Union offered spjections of books at very reduced
prices, and supplied in this manner 164 scheols. 1t
was ascortaied that of the 37,833 scholarsin the
schools us supplied, 14,469 were able te read the
Scriptures.

In the aity of Lendon the Union has 4 suziliaries,
comprising 566 scheole, 8,370 teachers, and 82,740
scholars.

Tho sales at the depository amounted to §40,000.
The Society depands chiefly on the Religions Tract

the pottion of alcohol they contain; and hence the I8ociety for its supply of library bosks. The oaly pub.
vivacity of spirits they excite, is, merely a lower %Pe: | iications of ity own duting the year werv, & Mep,

cies of intozication. Thres evils noec.uurily attend '} = tures delivared at the request of the Union, u\d‘
the habiual use of such & beverage. First, that, even 'the ** Normal School Manusl.*’

—

In the appendix to the report of the Loadon Suadsy
School Union are tables of the returns of the state of
education i the several counties of England ad
Wales, nado to Parhamont in 1838, The resolt is an
follows—the average being adapted to the populatios
of 1831. '
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AGENTS

FOR THE BEE.
Charlottetoton, P. E. I.—My. DExnis Rann1s,
Miramichi=Mr H. C, D. Caxxan.
8t¢. J.hn.m B.—Mr. A. R. Tauxno.
halifax—~Mesnrs. A. & W:McKinray.
Truro—Mr. CHARLES BLANCHARD.
Anfsgonish—Ms. Rosxxr Purvgs.,
Guysboro'—RonxnT HapzsHoaNE,

Esq.

«e, witli some tnfing exceptions are all liguids. The

tion of religious education, ‘to improve the methudeof

Tatmagosuches=Mr. Wi_ssiw MECAAN ELE.
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