NEW PUBLICATION.

Tue CoMPLETE FONETI.' ALFABET, where-
in by use of five obscure vowels the
accent and pronunciation may al-
ways be non. A.l.Graham, publish.
er, 744 Bway, N. Y, Price 35 cents.

This pamflet of 36 pages is comonly
credited to Mr Edwin Coombs, Wash
ington. D.C. We wish we cud exclaim
Eureka of it.  Providing for over fifty
distinctions of sound . we mean discrim
inating divisions of sounds — ther being
not many over 30 sounds) is too many
for practical popular purpos, aitho of
use perhupsin a dictionary. A diction
ary alfabet must be an extension of a
popular onle and so must be invented
after setlment on the latr. As obscure
vowels ar much considerd, this givs the
pamflet special value as a contribution
to literature of a vext subject. ‘Qb-
scure’ apears used in Worcester's sens
—very sweeping as alredy complaind.
Actual count of the vowels in over 11
pages of V. A.Review was made by the
author. Of 5922 vowels. 3492 ar put
down obscure and 2430 as fixt - 59 and
41 per cent. We hav reuson to expect
that a very large part of those deemd
obscure wil hav their quality deter.
mind redily enuf, & smalfer part wil be
found to lak quality altogether or to be
mere toneles breth --a washer between
the wheel and axl of two other sounds
—while a stil smaller part must remain
doutful until qualitis ar determind by
critical comparison. This must be wel
acomplisht ere the last has been said
as toan alfabet. We largely endors the
folowing from the Washington Cronicl:

« His object has been to furnish & means
by which evry elementary sound in our lan-
guage might be represented—a complete fo-
netic alfebet. That he has succeeded in pre-
senting it in precisely the best form, he does
not flatr himself, but he may justly claim
to hav done excelent work in that direotion,
If wo regard his alfabet as designd for actual
use, wo incline to_think that he baserd on
the side of redundancy, making “‘nnecesary
or even non-existent distinctions,as between
0 in wave and, w in worthy, or vocalized s in
wisdom and z in zero; but as an alfabet for the
consideration of filologists, orthografists, and
orthoepists, it is not opexi to seriug objeotion,
One peculiarity is that it contains separat
caracters, not only for the elementary sounds
and for such difthongs as o1 and ou, but also
for frequently ocuring combinations, as ir in
arksome, gu in language and ia in civilian.
As one caraoter of this olas he retains x—the
equivalent of ks—and he uses ¢ asequivalent

of kw (or 1) speling the word quest, for ox-
ample, qcet, This use of singl caracters for
frequenily ocuring composit sourds wud
materialy abreviate the labor of ri ing and
on that ground at least ther is much to be
said in its favor, while the labor of lerning
the aditional caracters wud be very slight.
A feature on which he lays especial stres is
the recognition of the obsoure sounds of the
vowels. Mot funeticians hav faild to recox-
nize any distinction betweon @ in the last
sylabl of guidance or serpants and a in the
first 8ylabl of action or kazard, treating each
simply as a short. Mr. Coombs troats the
latr as a fixt and definit sound and the former
as a variabl and indefinit one, contending
that in the unaccented sylabls the vowel is
ofn variusly pronounct in the same word,
acording to the ocontext. the mood_ of the
speaker and the vate of sp ech. He pro-
ruses. then. to fix those vowel sounds which
ar fixabl representing oach invariably by the
same sign and ataching to each sign in-
variably the same sound; butin adition to
these he wud use for each of our five vowe's
one sign more and alow that to stand for any
sound which is comoniy atacht to that vowel
and which canot be acuratly represented by
any one Jf the definit vowel signs. One thing
which deservs mention is the simpheity of
the new script forms and the care taken that
diacritical marxas shal fall on the letrs most
rarely used, matr of very great importance in
practice when an alfabet comes to be used in
riting. Mr, Coombs’ book givs evidence of
care and laborius atention to detail, which
Lapily suplement the ripe scolarsnip and
thoro famuliarity with fonetis principls mani-
fested in its pages. It is not too much to say
that «The Complete Fonetic Alfabet” is a
work which no one interested in the correot
representation ot English speech can aford
to neglect reading.”

ONTARIO.—Atb a recent meeting
of University of Toronto Senat. ruling
the provincial university., Mr Houston
gave notice of motion that foneticspel-
ing be receivd at examinations. Rev-
ised Speling wud hav betr chance to be
alowd. It wil be discust next meeting.

U. S.—A congresman has introdust
a bil apropriating $50 000 to enable a
Chicago jurnalist to promulgate and
propagatea system of speling by sound.
We supose the bil wil be kild, It waud
be money much betr spent than most
that congres apropriates if ten or one
hundred times $50,000 wer spent soas
to abolish the existing want of system
and put & sound system in its place.—
Mirror & American, Manchester, N, H.

The FON@T1C HORALD iz publ'sht
monthly (ecsept July and Aug.) [t iz devoted
tu PRONUNCIATION, and tu explaining and ex-
emplifying the simplicity and practicatility
ov amending our ORTHOGRAFY, S0 az tu spol by
gound insted ov by memory. 25 cents a yoar.



