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sitting, and which might nevertheless be dis.
tinguished by & certain ecclesinatical character.
Theae buldings might eventually be superseded
by larger cdifices designed for permanence.  But
beforo the means can be provided for the greater
undertaking it is of the utmost importance to
have ready for a population, however accumula-
ted, whether rapidly or otherwise, a building into
which it might at once be gathered; nnd where,
under tho direction of the incumbent, and
through agencics xelected by him, there might be
offered to it the muustry of Christ's Word and
Sacraments, *

We feel that fresh exertions are needed in order
to bring the youthful part uf our pupulation more
generally under pastoral influence. We would
recommend the cmployment of special servicos
with sernons adapted to children, and of public
cateclising, wherever practicable.  More frequent
Confirmations, especinlly in the large towus and
populous districts, would, we believe, be thank-
fully accepted by the clergy, as furnishing them
with the upportunity of presenting a larget number
to the bishop, und that number more carcfully
selected uud prepared, so ny to ensure their im-
mediate and habitual attendance at Holy Com-
munion.

While we thankfully acknowledgo the Iiborul'

ald afforded it the canse of national education, we
feel that it is of the utmost importance to remem-
ber that the increase of schoulmastors, however
mnportant, will by no means cumpensate for the
want of increased spititual agency.
age at which the children are removed from
sghoo! creates the nncessity for the employment
of other means, in under to retain a pastoral in-
fluence over them  Among these we would
specify the retention of the young in Sunday
classes ; the general establishment of evening
schools, where practicable; classes for mutual
improvement; with lectures, under the personal
direction of the clergy,

Llut wo have reason to lament that large num-
bers of our population are even unbaptizedt ; and
we believe that still larger numbers are unconfir-
med.  For the remedy of these evils we can only
trust, under the Diviue blessing, to the results of
an increased spiritual agency, acting directly upon
the parents, and awakening them to s sense of
their responsibilities

We canuot conclude this portion of our report
without alluding ta the very painful subject of
the poverty of a large number of the benetlces o
the Church of England}.  And it is worthy of
remark, that this evil is often most apparent in
the districts from whence the wealth of this

® 1t has been suggeated that Church Building Sorfeties
might promote the ohjects hepe recommended, by loans as
tas by liberal gifta.  The former might bear intercat,
and be secured by a mortzage on the propert The latter
also might e made comlhk-nnlz. so that if from any cause
within twenty vears the bu'ldings should no lovger be
wantad for their ariginal purpose, s certain fixed pruportion
of the grants should be recuverabdle by the ety Itis
obtious that the chapels could only be licensed: and we
wouid su, t the dedirableneas of & relaxation of that rule
of maet of our Church Building Societies, by which they
are preciuded from glving aid to unmua«:nu(i buidings.

¢ 1t sppears frum & retaurn presentad to the llouse of
Commons in June. 1\, of the number of baptisms solemn-
ised in the Church of Eugland in the year 1831, that tho
total number of baptisms returned was 320,192  Four
diooses senut no returo 1f for these are added 50000 wn
should have 370,102 as the total aumber of baptisms in the
Church of England in that year. Reckonlog the births
8t 33 per cont,, the Lirths in that year would be 645,392

$The tollowing facts will g-roro the very inadoquate en-
dowments of many of our livings, and the #:ender provision
mede for many of the clergy. There are o Kngland and
Wales 377 livings under £50 per anvum; 1463 under £10;
and 1789 under L1540, making a total of 362 livings under
£150. Two thousand benefices bave been created within the
last lteumycu\ with incomes varying in value, with very
Sw exceptions, from the intervat of £1 00 to £160 per annuin
Besides this thepe ate more than 4000 cyrates, with stipends
of from £30to £150 per annum.— Se¢ prefuce lo Sermon by
Rew. R. Seymour, on the Dixine Node and Measure of Good
Works.. Rivingtons, 1854,
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country in great measure is derived; and that
clergymen who hiave to bear the burden and the
heat o the day, amidst tho thickly congregated
masses of the people, in addition to the ovor-
whelming demamds and anxieties of their spiritual
charge, are often scarcely provided with the means
of subsistence. It is o watter for deep thankful-
nesd that the men are to be found who, notwith-
staniding such discouragements, wiil labourintheso
districts for the love of God and of tho souls of
men: but, if a supply is to be maintuined of
clergymen fitted by spiritual and iutellectual en

dowinents for these trying posts of labour, their
must bo such a provision minde as shall ut least
relieve them from undue anxiety about the things
of this life.

We thankfully acknowledge the improvement
which has taken place in the exercise of patron.
age. But tho distribution of the clergy, with
reference to their scveral qualifications, hus so
direct n bhearing upon the highest interests of
religion, that we feel that our report would
be imperfect, if we were to fail to call the atten-
tiun of patrons to this important subject; and we
would add that more care 18 needed with reference
to the signing of testimonials.

11. Foreign Missions.—Upon the subject of
i Foreign Missions we feel that the prominent posi-
| tion which England holds among the nations—her
| vast resources and widely extended commerce—
Thier tong enjoyment of temporal blessings—and,
|nhovc all, her possession, through tho Divine
merey, of the Gospel in its purity, are privileges
which carry with them the gravest responsibihty.
Possesang, ae we humbly trust we do, the bless-
ing of evangehical truth and apostolical order,
and ample weans for the fultilment of the com-
mand, (o ye mto all the world,” &e., we are
solemnly accountable for the recommending of
that blessing throughout Christendom, and for
the extending of it throughout the world.

The cmigration from this country at one time
during the last few years was averaging nearly
1000 persons a day. It must bo remembered,
too, that our emigrants are, for the most part, in
humble circumstauce, and t_ : they are, there-
fore, least able or willing to make an effort to
nu{»ply themselves with spiritual ordinances.  Our
colonial possessions cover about one-seventh part
of tho eartl’s surface; and they comprehend a
population of more than 3,000,000 of colonists,
and nearly 200,000,000 of heathens and Muho-
metans. Al these have a national claun upon us
for a participation in our spiritunl privileges ; and
to them mnust be added the untold millions, beyond
our own himits, still Iying in darkness. While we
desire to express our thankfulness to Almighty
God for what has already been done through the
agenoy of varivus sucicties, in the sending furth
of devoted men into these wade fields of labour,
and of late years iu the rapid development of the
Colonial Episcopate, and the consequent rapidin-
crease, both in number and cficiency, of our
missionary clergy—wo feel how very far our

very small a number, cumparatively, of the pro-
fessing Christians of this land aro taking aoy part
in the fulfilment of their Lord's command.

We have had occasivn already to allude to the
valuo of the parochial system; and it is to this
organization that we must look, under God's
blessing, as the only cffectual means of bringing
this acknowledged duty home to the hearts and
counsciences of the people. No parish in the land
ought to be without ity missionary association].
It1s possible that under present circumstances,
our missionary cfforts are best promoted through
the ageacy of differcnt socicties. But wo are of
opimicn thas whule the choice of the instrument
ulity is left with cach scveral parish, efforts ought
to be used systematically and vigorously to bring

;homc to each individual member of Christ's

Church the sense of his own responsibility in this
matter.

i The experience of the lust few years has
, abundaatly shown the iwportance of combined
, effort and harmonicus action, under u superia-
"tendinghead.  Wo therefore earnestly recommend
the further exte. vion of tho Episcopate abroad,
-with a ~iew to strengthen and incrcase the
forcign m'wsions of the English Church, and to
afford incr-ased fucilities for admitting native
converts to the pastornl office. Bearing in wind
that a supp y of missionaries is at present pain-
fully inadequate to the dmly increasing demands
in foreign lands, we would suggest that this mat-
ter be commended to the scrious consideration of
vur Universities; in order to the affurding of
incrensed fucilities and encouragements to those
who may be willing to give themsclves to this
laborivus und self-denying service.

We would also suggest whether somo assist-
auce might not be given to our missionary efforts
L, employing some of the funds of the various
diocesan nnd archidiaconal and other charities
for the sons und orphans of tho clergy, in provid-
ing exhibitions fur our missionary colleges, hoth
at howe and abroad, The famnilies of the English
clergy might thus not only derive benefit from
these charitics, but they might also, in theiwr turn
requite the benefit by sending out some mission-
arics to our colonies, and amongst the heathen,

I11. Finance.—In touching the financial part of
this inquiry, we consider that our principal
dependence, under God's blessiug, must be upon
the free-will offerings of the faithful throughout
the land. There can be no question as to the
duty winch is Inid upon each individual Christian
to devoto systeinatically a portion of bis goods to
the service of God, according as the Lord has
prospered him.,

We are of npinion that for tho calling forth of
these a better organization is needed, by means of
Diocesan and Parocbial Assaciaticns throughout
the country*. This is a work '3 which lay co-
operation would be of the greatest value.

We bave bad under our consideration the
subject of the revival of the Weckly Offertory.
While we would deprecate any hasty or inconsid-
crate return to this practice, we would suggest
the desirableness, wherever practicable, of using
the Offertory Sentences whenever collections are
made in our churches.

We are futher of opinion, that it would be
desirable that thero should be at least two collee-
tions in cach year, uuder episcopal authority, in
every church or chapel—esnc for Home Missions
and the other fur Foreign Mis:ions: and that, in
making these collectiuns, the principle already
1nid down he uvbserved, of keeping the object in
view rather than the suciety through which the
ohject is carried out.

We think that, 1n order to the greater effiviency
of the«Clurch, a larger and more detailed body
of statistics is greatly nceded. It is hardly

efforts fall short of vur opportunities, and how { necessary to dweil upon the importanco of this,

as bearing upon the present and future well-being
of tho Church of England. Such information, if
fully and systematically supplied, would be of the
greatest service, as poiuting out both our strength
aud our weakness : and would enable us to employ
our resources to greater advantage. We would
therefore suggest, whether there might not be
added to the bishop's aunual questions, inquiries
us to tho general stato of each parish ; the aum-

¢ At the present time there are about 3000 Parochial Asso-
ciaticoy in connexion with the Soclety fur the Propagation
of the Gospel The Church Missienary Society has aboat
1000 Branch Associations, each branch cowprebending
generally scveral parfshes But it would be too much
10 assume that more than half of the parishes in England
!’x'n‘mu yet in & district ixation for p ting Church

ons.
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