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is it 1" and Sarah cndcd lier laugh
with a showver of teurs.

But Mrs. Neal did flot weep;
bhe even brighiened up at the sight
of her homne. It was a place of rest,
and she strained her eyes to catch
a glimpse of 'ber dear boys. For
îiearly a year bad they been separ-
atcd frorn her ; and no mother will
wonder that the log-cabin wliere
they resided luoked like a very pal-
ace in lier sight.

As they ncarcd the bouse, An-
drew came out with a water-pail in
his hand, and, isecing thic wagon,
lie bounded up the rougli path te
meet thcm. - 1 kncw you would
be here to night," said hie, as hie
lcapcd into tic carrnage, and tore
awuy the veils of first hii rnother,
tund then Sarah, to kiss thcm.-
Walter met them nt the door, assist-
ed his mtot ber te alight, and led bier
gently ini.

"lHFave you become dignifi cd,
'4ister 11" suid Andrewv. offcning bis
arni ; but, before Sarah could take
it. lie had thrown it round lier waist
and wvas beariîîg lier alotig, stiug-
gfling and screaming, to f'hle bouse.

"4Corne, Andrev, none of your
pranks, aîy son,"1 said is mncthcr,
*.milling; but let us see some speci-
ments of your cokr.

"lNow for a nice supper," said
Andrew, as lie wLirled bis round
table into the iiiîjdoie cf the floor.
Liglit wheat louves, ivarm fnitters,
fried fishi, cauglit from a Iieiglibor-
ing pond, and a bcwl of maple s% rup
certainly formed a nicesupper, even
without the roll of rich yellow but-
ter which Aîîdrew mnystcriously
fvok from a cov'red basket.

-' Thut then %vas tic errand that
sent you across the woods s0 carly
this mýorning V" Said Walter.

",It %vas," replied the happy cook
"ÂîAid now, niothier, let me bu~t your

chair, aîîd let us sce you ut the head
of the table once more."

After the tea-table was removed,
and the little furniture arrungeà
neatly around the cottage, Mis.
Neal rcquested Walter to unlock
the chest, and take out the large
Bible.

.Andrew sprang up, with a glance
of' triumph at Sarah, and arr angei
the stand, and laid the fam-ily Bible

upnit.
I&"Husband,"1 said Mrs. Neal,

gently, Il let us begin our first
housckeeping in this country by
imploring the blessing of Gcd ;11 and
she drew a chair towurd the stand
for him.

Poor ma! bow easy it ivould
bave been then for him to have re-
turnied from tie patb from which lie
had èe widely struyed ! Long aftc r,
ivhen bis soul wasbowedwith afflic-
tion, did lie look back te that auspi-
cieuis evening, and wishlî e could
recaîl it. But a strange difidence
hiad tuken possesssion of hiim. It
had becu su Jong since bie bad pray-
cd he knew flot whut te say ; beside,
what riglit lîad bis wife-to, dictate te,
hini 1 And so bie just answered,
in a sullea mammer, thut he wus
tired to dcath, and walkied into thie
back-ruoi, and threwv himsclf upoa
the bied.

Andrew and Sarah again ex-
chari ged glatices, and~ then both cf
tbem looked ut thcir mother, wvon-
dering whîat slîe would do ncxt.
Walter sut down by bis rnotlier's
side as thoughi be would gludly assist
in bcuning the cross that seerned n Il
thrown uipon lier. Mrs. Neul openl-
cd the Bible, and, in a wcak, tre-
mulous voicc rend the clevcnth and
twelfth psalms. Slie then bowed,
with lier cbilur3u by hier side, and
comm-itted them aIl to the cure of
thîcir Heavenly futher ; piaying
that they miglit each be cîiublcd te


