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THE PARSIMONIOUS SUNDAY.
SCHOOL.

BY REV. A. TAYLOR, M.A.

VERY little money is spent on it. The people of the
chorch to which it belungs think that it is not worth
spending much for. They are vot far from right, for it is a
poor affair of a Sunday-school, and if it is to be made no better,
time, money, and brains are wasted in keeping up its shabby
existence. Thinking it is worthless, they put their theory
into practice by withholding the funds necessary to its pros-
perity. Expensive thearies often fail of being put into prac-
tice; but when the theory is one involving the savingof
money, it is likely to go into operation.

The prodigal people who carry on the church over yonder,
spend two or three hundred pounds a vear on their Sunday-
school. The narrow-minded persons who run this school
reason therefrom that they are wantouly throwiog away
money ; that they ought not to lavish on their schoul an
amount cqual to what many congregations pay for the susr
port of pastor, pastor's wife, pastoral horse, and six litt
pastoral children ; and thatthey willset an example of praise-

worthy economy by running their Sunday-school for as little !

money as possible. They will even try to have it cost nothing
at all. They rejoicc over the fact, as they count up the
yeatly expenses of the wholo establishment, that they have
saved something. i

The idea of economy is a right and useful idea in its proper
place and bounds. Instances are on record of its having been
carried too far. A man may save considerable money by not
cducating his children at all ; but he will fiud it expensive in
the end tolet them grow up dunces, The supplies for the
family may be cut down, soas to materially lessen sumspaid
to butcher, grocer, and milkman ; but tho head of the family
will some day wake to the fact that the style of domestic
economy produces great leanness of flesh in the family. The
shopkeeper may turn down the lights in his windows till the
gas burns biue ; he reduces his gas bill, but drives away his
customers. You may go almost without clothes, and save
coal by filling your grate half full of brick-bats; but your
aching joints and shicering flesh will painfully tell you that it
would bave been-wiser oconomy to procure good and reason.
able fael and raiment, and plenty of them. The traditional
person who fed his horse on shavings and shoe-pegs, instead
of on hay and oats, saved in the amount of his feed bill, bat is

| said to have suffered the loss of the animal on which he tried
! the econom’cal experiment.

| We knock at the doorof the parsimonioas Sunday-school.
' It opens of its own accord, for the latch is broken, and to
mend it would have cost a chilling, which amount it
| was thought best to save. These little expenses, says the
financial man of the school, do amount up so ; at the end of
' the year they make quite a bill. We pause to wipe the mud
! from oar feet, but therc isno door-mat. Somo thievish per-
' son carried it away six months ago, and another bas not been
'procured. A mat would cost six shillings, which had
! better go to the Leathen. We would sit down. Some boya
! in the class necar to the door crowd together to make room for
'us ; for thereare no beoches provided for visitors; it would
ceast ton much. The superintendent stands behind an old
thing whicii used to be a church puipit. When he raps on is
with a stick, which he does to call the echool to order,
! hie raises a cloud of dust from the old straw and dry-goods
composing the cushion. Part of the Gospel according to
Matthew is torn out of the large Bible, which was used in the
church till it wore ont, whenit was generously glven to the
Sunday-school, with the kind regards of the church. A new
Bible was then provided for the church, and a mew
whitc.and-gilt pulpit was ecrected. The congregation
upstairs sit on hair cushions, with morcen covers; the
children in the uncomfortable basement into which we
have entered, sit on be~~hes about as lnxarionsas saw-horses.
The rays of the sun find their way into the grown people’s
sanctuary through coloured glass; the colonring on these base-
ment windows is from the dust that has collected, and the
mud that has been splashed on the seven-by-nine pancs which
were thought good cnough for the Sunday-school. There is
an absenco of cheerful warmth and comfort. The chimney is
out of order; and the stove, a second-hand one purchascd for
a sovercign Jess than a new one could have been bought for,
docs not draw well. There are no boxes, drawers, shelves,
or closets for the reception of the books; conscquently each
class leaves its books in a pile on the floor, under the end of
the bench. The books are a little soiled and dog-carew ; bat
that is no matter, they are only children’s books. No money
has been wasted i tinscl decoration of the walls of thisschool,
nor have any pictures been provided to call off the attention
of the young people from their lessons. The zolitary adorn-
ment of the walls is a dismal map of Falestioe, and this helg
to the understanding of the sacred Scripturc has been auffered
to remain, speckled by the flics of summer, darkened by the
smoke of winter, and browned by the dustall the year round,




