s =
sure, und the uecessily ot surtiething being doye
iinmediately towards the establislunent of such o
fund, I take the lilicrty of troubling you with o
few suggestiona on the subject.

I feevently hope that auathier year will not be
allowed to pass withant meaanes being taken to

wipe off feuin the Presbyterian Chureh the stigmn
arising from the uiter nvglect ofaduty soimportant
and obvious as the one in question. i‘ndep-'nvlenlly
of the discredit to the Chucch, and the painlul
consequences to its Munisters, L know of no greater
evil that can heful u Church, or # country, than
that the Ministers of the Gaspel should beieft ex.
posed to undue and depressing anxicuesrespecting
tempural things s and [ appent to the intelligent

Presbytetians of the Province—thousandsof whom
with inferior talents, a far lees expensive educae
tion and training, and no greater labour, are surely,
and by no means slowly, making their way to in.
dependence and to wealth—whether they can
think, without ularmy, an the consequences which
must ensue to_their Chuieh, their children, and
their country, if sume adequate effort be not spee-
dily nade to remedy the enl whieh Phlud:dphas
hae so well pointed out,

The reason, 1 imazire, why your corre:piadent
tias taken the nmnber 90 us the basis of hes caleu-
Iation, ia, because it was the number of c.mgrega-
tions of the Preshyterran Chuich previons to the
Distuption, with some vagne hops, peihaps, that
for such a lauduble and henzvolent purpne the
two badies mghitunite.  Tknow aot what gronads
Philadelphivn may liave for suppotiag such a unisa
practicable, but § slinlt proceed on his supposition ;
and as the number mast now be, at leact, 100,
which is a convenient factor, 1 shall adopt 1t 1
the following calculations.  ‘T'here are two things,
however, which 1 wish to premise, viz: that the
paymeats by the AMlinisters should be diminished,
und that the accunmmlaung prriod should be shoet.
encd. Wi b regard to the furmer, I am no Cler-
gvinan, but I have bad & htde 10 do with church
matters gince T came to Canada ; and, knowiag
something of the circumstances of Preshyterian
Ministers, am quite sure that a payment of £5 ¥
aanui is nrore than they can generally afford. 1
trust alyo to be able to show you that the aceumu.
{nting period may be soinewhat <hortened.  Of the
plans furnished by Plalalelplivs, 1 would nn.
<oubtedly, an various accounts, prefer that, which,
by one simultaneous eifurt, woul § rais: a consider-
able sumn the first year, and dinaish the saeceed-
ing payments; thua, if it were practicable, 1
awauld st once raise, hy subseriptions aad collec.
tione, £2000; and whea one congregation issaid
to taise nearly as much in oac year, it sarely can-
not be & very mighty effurt for the whole collece
tively to doit.  Bot as a gaol deal of tndifference
seems 1o prevail i tegard 10113 important matter,
and as the oljzct appeals only 10 the very conmon
place principles of justice, benevolence, and cha-
nty, I ruppose I muss, however reluctantly, set it
down as un impossibility, and suggest an easier,
although, in ather recpects, less cligible, plan.

Assuunng, thea, that there are 100 congrega-
tions aad 100 Ministers, it is surely not ton much
10 expect that they should raise a sum, at leasr,
cqoal to that raised by the Eaglish Church—£ 100,
1 would fix the annual payments by Minisiers at
£2 lle., or £250 a-year: and the annuities to
widawsand superannnated ininisters might average
£50 a-year. 1 would shinrten the period of acea-
mulation to four years : and, making ne alluwance
for expenses of management during that perind,
coneetving that there will be found individuals
hoth able and willing to give the aecescmty
tabour and attention during that time, we find
that the £400 a-year of collections, £250 of min-
isters’ payments, and intcrest accruing, producea
capital of £3013. The succeeding four years of
activeoperations will then stand thus ¢

FIRST TEAR.
Capitalof the fand ceeevonciarecaseess £ 3013
Receipts.

Interest oncapital.ceeveeac s £18)
Annual congregational goliec-
ONE covccoasessrccccacs 400
Ministers® paymentse.ae.ee. 250 £830
Disbursements,
Annuities to six widows, at
Expenses of management ... (3—~£363
Bslance added to permznent fand...occc. 467

£3480
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SKCUND YEAR.
Capital of the fundeesserecsreseiiiied £3130

Recripte,
. ntereat on capital coeaeoess £
j Annaal coltectionseeee coee s AW
s Minsters’ paynientseeeccoss 23U £953
Dishursements,
+Annmties to six widows.o .. £300
Annuity to one mimster covee §)
Expenses coeeiiieiicaneanss 63=£113
Balunce added to fund ceoeevvennaneass 403

Amount funded ceeeiiceniennanes £3925

TINKD Yrat.
Receipts.
Annual collections and mine
isters® Paynients «oee eoes s £630
Interest on capatal.ceeevaaes 235 L8355
Dishurscinents.
Annniticsto seven wilows... 350
Anumties 1o two munsiers oo L)
LiSponses covaeaee coa soae Go=£315
Bilance added to tundeesecscevaniaanass 370

Amouat funded ceeeceeeenan ames £4:295

FOURTH TYAR.

Receipts.

Interest on capttaleese oo s s £258
Aanual collections and mia-

13103’ PAVINGLES cove ceees GI0—€INR

Disbussenents.

Annuities to eight widows., 100
Annuitics to two tninisters .. 100
EXPONnees covieccacs voveee  GI—£363
Balance added to funde.ceceressnensasss 343

Amount oftund at the cad of the four years £633
From this prospective canjretural estimate, it
may he seen what will be the probable resulig of
this scheme, and whether 1t s likely 10 be suffici
ent for its ohjrct, A larzer nuinber ofannuitants
are allowed than are Likely to occur, and yet the
fund permanently inveated will amount in eight
years to upwards of £3600, and as bhefore that
time the nutber of congremtions and mintsters
will have increased, so 1n.proportion witl the col-
lections and payments increase; and it may be
salely assumied that the full amount of the anuual
cullections may be addea ta the penmanent fund
till it amount to £ » when they may ecase
When the {fund has amaunted to this determincd
sum, the balanee, 1f ay, after paying annuitunta,
nught with great propriety be appropriated to the
education of the children of the Clergy.

Nothing, sir, has surpnised me more than the
very slight attention. which the convincing and
ably -written lettera of Phuladelphus, un a subject of
such paramannt importance, have obtained,  The
scheme would seem to be regarded rather as the
well-meant Quixotic dream of come benevolent old
Iady, than as » thung easy of execution, and of in-
stant, pressing urgency, Yet maay of our muns-
tare, though not stnctly speaking old men, are
well advanced in years; and the conststutions of
some, not the oldest, are broken dowq by labour,
anxiety, and privation; their families are unpro.
viued for ; and yeara muet clapse, even were the
work already begun, before & provision canbe re-
alized. 1s 1t sn, that tie claims ot justice and
bencvolence, ¢ doing justly and loving mercy,** are
of 20 htle weight in our eves?  We uze liberal
builiing and beautifying churches, and takiuyg care
of the outworks of the temple, and necessry, and
rizht, and commendable it 1s that we do s0; but
the well-being of the living ageney hy which the
spintual temple is to be bmiit up; the Ingh stand-
ingand efTicieney of ministers ; theirheins enabled
to give themselvea whally and without distmetion
to the work ; their being thovoughly furnished for
it: and the care of the widow and the fatherless :
these are things of infinitely greater importance,
as pertainiog to the inncr sancluary.

Perhaps the indiflference on this sahject may,
after all, be more apparent than real, and attribata.
ble mainly to our peculinr temperament, which is,
perhaps, less casily exciteable than that of ssme of
«or neighboors. would, thetefore, willingly
beliewe; that if onr clergy, and some influenunl
laymen, wonld bestir themselves in the mmtter,
and rouse us 10 the consideration of this important

ohjeet, we shonld yet soon be bmgh to set about

!t with the prudeace, enerpy, and perseverance for
wlich, 1 believe, we also get credit.
1 am, wr,
Your vbedient servane,
A PRESBYTERIAN.
May, 1846.
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Sovcign fMlissions.
CALCUTTA.

o D Duff s alle ta give us very deenng ace
ceonats of the sostaution. b he atieadancs of up-
wards of n Gerusand bona fide pupde, niter the
storms, which threatened the very existen.ce of the
establislutirl, 13 & ground ol uarpealable ene
contagement.

Oue great crisis in the Listory of our miceion,
 though of aditferent kind, at the wae of the Due
j Fitishaon, had, thteagh God's wercuul Providence,

been tuughanidy paseed.  Duniog dhe last year,
'anuxl.er. Wlhiciy tur & Laue, seemicd to threaten the

very existence of onur 1nsiitution, has, through the
mime divine blessng, heen fauly weath red.—
‘Thouzh nut without senous loss and dwieage, the
victory hiae ieea indisputably vn our side, while
out gai by vasily eacceded our lose,  We lLave
givined 1 oy waye Sonls have been awakened,
cunverted, and sued.  Qur procesdings have ace
quited the staasp of a higher moral mtlocuce, A
wtlutwry supression hias beea prodoced an siany &
Heathen muad of the invnclidity of our cause.
The claima of Chistinnty have been saunded in
the cars of tany who Liad presioasly been jnacees-
sible.  The intnnsic weahness of Hinduisi and
i3 votanes Las beea more sgaatly manifested.
‘I'he mindsof wavererr among the Futopeans, who
have questianed the stuccersluliucer and the stubility
of nutive Chnrtinn institntione, have been con-
g firmed. Fhe cause ot Bible education las te-
cenveda m ghty wnpulse.  The expenence of such
results has led many to rezaud as no lonzer visions
ary e feasithiluy of certun pluns of Chiistian
usefulness which heretolore have besn treated as
chitienieal, and the whole hus a tendeacy to 1s-
sue in the podification i existing &) sty 1n &
1™ wlich, thuagh gradual and amperceptible,

cannat fail U prove salutary.

Sull, while we would haable ourselves before
God on account of the shuricutings and sins of
the past, and while we would gamse han for hus
arcat and undes ived meicies towands us, we de-
sire to be more hubleld suil, aod to want sull
mote unteserved ¥ ou bum, without whose bless-
10gs 8ll out labours must come to nought.  And
wihile we would, wath adoning grautude, acknow.
tedge lus great and unspeakablc favour in encblng
us o pursuc out wvangehistical coutse i the intdst
of the ragings of the Heatlien, aud in saving ous
1nstitatien fro o threatencd destuction, we desire
10 have it daly impressed on our own munds, and
to sce it deeply wnpressed oa the minds of others,
that we are as yet ouly o the begunags of trou-
ble. Compured Wil what we iy yetanticipate,
ous warfare hae hitherto been rather an sffair of
sk.mislung amud outposis,  Unduly to appieciate
ar despire the forces of the enctuy, 18 just as great
2 tmistake a8 11 19 unduly to exaggerate the:r num-
ber aud equipment, and an the wrsue will be sute
to prove doubly as fatal. In the eyc of season,
and o puint of manly argumient, Hinduwisin s very
wenkness.  Bulit has overpowerning nuimmbers on
118 side, and host of subileties, and the overawing
prestige of an immemonial anuquty, and the he-
reditary pride of a fubulous wud currently credited
ancestral renown, and nauonal honour, and class
intereats integwoven with the nerves and mnews
of the entire social fabne, and invetcrie habuts,
prejudices, aud preposscasions, and the universally
suppored sanction of wighty kings sud revercd
aages, and gods and goddesses without number
and without name. However feeble, therefore,
such a systemn may be in itscif, yet, when it is
backed by such potent suxihary forces, it cannot
but be eadowed with certain Iateat, slumbering,
and hitherto undeveloped energics ; so that—af at
be lawful to use 30 very military an expreesion—
when the aystem is finally put to the issue of the
sword, 12 cannot bnt be that a desperate and re-
meadous struggle moust be expected. Such, at
least, is my own calm and sober impression. And
my prayer is, Whatall who may be privileged to
ghare in the great conflicts that  yet await us in
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