Selec?ons.

rob in its own part of the country, and
then exchange the booty with one
another, to prevent detection.

When Atkinson had made this confes-
sion, his previvus hardaess disappeared.
He was completely broken down, and
wept bitterly, T prayed with him again,
and was aboutleaving when he requested
me to come and stay with him thag night,
as 1t would be his Jast. I accordingly
returned in the evening, in company
with the Rev, Mr. Lrwin and two of our
class-leaders.  Atkinson was in deep
distress of mind, erying to God for merey.
About 12 o'clock that night God an-
swered prayer, and set the guiliy sonl at
liberty. The transformation was glovious.
The condemned man started to his feet,
and praised God so loudly that the jailer
heard him, and fearing something was
wrong, came down and opened the cell.
The jail was bailt in the civeular form,
the cells opening on a larue hall in the
centre.  The jailer now opened the outer
doors of these cells. <o that, through the
inner grating, the jni-oners could see and
heavall that was goingon. Theguardswere
then brought in, also the families of the
juilerandiwrnkeys,and Mre.Tewin preached
a most powerful sermoun.  We continued
continued in praisé snd prayer till the

In the morring the Rev. Willinm
Finlay, (father of Mr. Swmuel Finlay,
now of Montreal]. who was stationed on
an adjoining cireuit, mrrived in town, and
to him I related the whole affair. ¥le
kindly consented to stay with Atkinson,
as the rest of us were worn out. M.
Finlay told me aferwards that the part.
ing scene between Atkinson and his wife
was unspeakablyaftecting. e exhortel
her to forsake her sins and seck pardon
from God, telling her, at the same time,
what God had done for his soul. The
Sheriff was present all the time, and
scemed astonished. e said— How
can you be so sure of what God has
done ?”  Atkinson veplied—* Were not
my feet chuined of late, so that I could
not walk?”  “Yes,” said the Sheriff.
“Well,” continued the prisoner, you
orderved the chains to he taken off, and
now [ can walk; and Tam just as sure
that God for Christ’s sake, has tuken off
the chains of sin from my soul and st
me at liberty.,” On the scaffold he
exhorted the people to keep from bad
compeny and gaabling, declaring that
these had been his destruction.
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The next day T made out a list of the
stolen property, from whom taken, and
where to be found, which I took to the
Mayor, informing him of the whole affaiv.
A day ortwo after, T called again, to see
what he had done.  He said hie had ealled
a meeting of the magistrates for consul-
tation. aud that they hal come to the
conclusion not to do anything, as it wonld
ouly cause trouble and disturbanee in the
conntry, and perhaps not result in the
vecovery of the property after all.  Ce -
ting no satistaction from the Mavor, |
coneluded to try what I could do myselt.
I aceordingly wrote to & man who lived
about nine miles from Londonderry, from
whom Atkinson had stolen a horse, sa, -
ing T wished to see him.  When he
came, T detailed the matter, telling him
the horse could be found wta place about
60 miles distant and that I would eive
him a letter to a gendeman in that
neighborhood with whom [ was acquaint-
ed. e went accordingly. and delivered
my letter. The gentleman went with
him to the place, and there they found
the horse plowing. They spoke to the
man, who said he had bought the horse
from a neighbor, who, in turn had bought
it from the man to whom it had heen
sent by Atkinson. He gladly gave up
the horse to save further trouble.

The affair soon got abroad, and eveated
no smali séir in the city. When the
owner of the horse came to thank we for
the aid I had given, T said to himn,—
“ You have now seen what the grace of
God did for poor Atkingon; and the
proof of b’ sincerity is seen in his anxiety
that all vae stolen property should be
vestored to its rightful owners. Would
you have any objection to Mr. rwin
going out and preaching to your neigh-
hors?’  IMe replied, “Not the least,
provided you will come with him.” This
1 consented to do, aud an appointment
was arranged for the following Sunday
afternoon.  Theve were no Methodists
within 9 miles of that neighbornoad at
the time, and we expected only u few of
the neighbors to preach to; but hefore
we arvived the affair had been cirenlated
through the country, and the people
tarned out in such numbers that no house
could hold them, so Mr. Trwin had to
preach in a field. The people seemed
deeply impressed, and invited him to
preach the next Sunday, which he did.
This led to regular preaching in the



