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CHAPTER XVIII,
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OR at Teast a hundred
years whatever pro-
posal was formulated
at the Court of Rome
had been opposed by
the family Visconti,
And now, the first
real obstacle which
arose came in the

person of Barnabo Visconti, more
formidable even than his ancestors,
A brief recital of his evil deeds will
prove the truth of this assertion,
Upon the death of his uncle, in order
to have sole possession of the title and
estates, Barnabo poisoned one brother
and forced another to abandon his in-
terests and rights, Enraged at the
odium he incurred, and the censure
pronounced against him, he vented his
wrath upon innocent persons, and
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especially upon those in religion, His
victims were cruelly tortured : a brazen
receptacle burned away the lives of
priests and monks, with a refinement
of wickedness which almost surpassed
belief. In absolute rebellion against
the Holy See, the schismatic duke
arrogated to himself spiritual power in
his own domain, The Archbishop of
Milan having one day acted in oppo-
sition to his will, he sent for him and
forced him to bend his knee before
him, saying with sacrilegious insolence,
‘““Knowest thou not, insignificant
creature, that in my own dominion I
am King and Pope? I am more than
emperor, nay more than God Himself "’
Excommunicated by Innocent VI., he
gloried in despising every menace
which, in the name of religion or
humanity, was addressed to him. His
insatiate ambition even dreamed of the
subjugation of all Italy, Already




