
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

PROVIDENCE IN LITTLE TINOS.
s uinDE-, shower in tise streots et London drives

a number of persons under a covered gate-
-iay fer sheltor. The thing is commen;

but on ono occasion, among tho porsons taking
sholter wore twe men, one resolved by the grace of
God te try te do good iii oery situation; tho other,
ptopared by previeus exorcises of mind te recoivo
instruction on niatters involving his overlasting
interests. Tho two mon ivero strangers te cadi other.

Tho shielter which al. wiIl xeed Il in tho great and
terrible day ef tho Lord," but ivihel raany wilI seek
in vain, prcsented a tepic on which one mighit appro-
priately speak and the otlior listen. Ire dia listn-
wvas imipressod-sawv in tho sholter spoken of exactly
what lie wantcd-betook Iisoif fri that timo te
thc Rodeonier, and onjoyed a censcieusncss of safcty
and pence. Seon afterwards hoe ivas called te tho
ininistry, and newv very
usefully 1)reachIes the truth
which lie had been \\
breughit in that eeveredz
gateway te reoivo. Màlay
net this usofulncss ho
traeed te the littie un-4
notoworthy circunistanco
ef a suddon shower on a
sunammr's day?7

Se again, a valued
minister ef the Gospel-
-%vas rotlurning from a
nîissionary tour in tho
wcst ef England by the
railway. During the
first hait et tho journoy -

lie had eccupied a seat
among gyentlemen -%vhom
lis did net know, and
iwhe did net seein lu- >

clined te converse.
Wien the train stopped Caught in

for rofresismont, ho matb a fricnd upon tho plat-
fon whlo ivas travelling by thc tame train> and
wheli had eccupied a seat alono in anothor carrnage.
They joined each otier for the remainder et the
journoy. Ail this involved nothing spocially ivorthy
et note.

Within a few minutes of starting, howover, an
accident eccurred te the train, dasbin- in piecos the
carniage which the ministor had loft, and wves fatal te
a gentleman who liad taken lis vacatcd sent. Trivial
as it may seem for friends te mneet in sucis a mariner,
and henceforward travol together> in that smail thlng
thero was evidontly that Hand undor whose direction
the spheres roll and the sparrnws fly.

The doctrine> il established and believod, that
God's providence guides and controls tho emali as 'well
as the great events et eut history, is fraught -,vith
practical tcaching. It places us at aIl timos and ini ail
circunistances lu direct contact with God. Wo shal
fool Hlma witlh us> and shall have comparatively littlo
difficulty in obeying a precept like that which was

givon to tho patriarchi: Il The Lord appeared to Abram,
and said unto himn, I amn the Alznighty God: ivalk
bofore Ilo, and bo thou perfect.>'

God ivili bc at our ri," lt hand ; -%vo shial net bc
înoved. We shal bo wvenod froin self-confidence, and
shali commit our wvorks and ways unto the Lord.
Dilliculties and s9traits will not hindor our trust in
Him. *Wc shall prosocuto our duty in the various
departments of lif o noe the less vigorously berause
the resuit is witli the Lord ; and in that dluty 'vo shall
mingle mucli of carnest supplication. Diligence and
forethouglit will bo rcgarded as putting us in the way
of Godls blessing, -%vithout whichi nothing is strong and
nothinig good.

Jacob, on the oeo of his victorieus wrestling wvith the
ang-el, la an oxample of the truth we are now incul-
cating. Anxieus when lio heard the report of Esau àud
his four hiundrcd mon, hoe betook himself to prayer;
but hoe aiso adoptod the likeliest mneans of appeasing

________________________ is brother's anger.
In like nianner, David

go os 'gainsth on y
oflsrael ini the nome of

cihovali, thus expecting
a victory ; but lis sling

\\\ .~and stones were regarded
as indispensable. "To

*~\ use means without re-
~ \ speet te, Ged is proudly to

cotmaRm ; to depend,
Qed 'dwithout the use

- of nicans is irroligieusly
\ te tenipt Him. In both

weo abuse is providence.
In the one -%o disobey
Ilini in net uii h

mans Hie ha th uspingte
in the ether wvo pro.

smptueusly repose upon
- -- Q'. Hinii fer the encourage-

a shwer.ment of eur laziness.»
a shwor.A great happinessa it

is thus te trust tho Lord in relation te the overy-
day engagements of life. It wilI lessen anxiety.
It will stimulate te riglit action. It vill induce
contentuient. It will encourage prayer. \Vo $hall
feel that distance nover puts us eut of Goals
reach; darkness nover hidos us fromn His sight.
ŽoTotlîing is toe great f-r lm te control; nothing
tee small for M'm te, guide. We shall have a
friend noar 'whom. we eau always consut-on whose
wisdom and kindness wo may place unlimited depen-
dence; and we shall lie under a protection iii ail
scenes of temptation, effectually shielding us fromn
mischiof. Some such trust is indicated in the resolve
of thse Psalmist : Il I will. go in thse strength of thse
Lord God; ' and te this trust thse author of the
Epistle te the Hebrows refers : IlBe content with
sucis things os ye have : for Ife bath said, I wMl nover
Icave thee, net forsake thce. Se that wo may boldly
say, The Lord is my helper, and I will net fear what
man shall do unto me.>

Ana this realisin- of Goals hand in littie thinge


