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l'UINVGS lr OUGHT TO
KNOWV ABOUT THE

CHUR cir

THFI OR MNIS"0 HCHURCH.

What are the " ornaments " of
th-. church, 1 wonder. Are thcy the
stained glass windows, the oainting,
on the walIls, the beautifuily, cut
stone, or the carved wood ?

No; strange as it may semr, none'
of thiese things are meant wheri we
speak of the "ornatients" of the
church.

This is a name given to certain
special things used in the services;
and some of these things -iwe wi'l
consider in this paper. Thcy shall
be:

Tfhe altar, or the Lord's table.
The covcrings for the aitar.
The cross above the altar.
The candies.
The font.
Thýe Altary.-As soon as there wcre

Christian churches there werc aîtars.
S. Ignatius, who is said to be the

littie child" whom our Lord " set
in the midst," wrote, Il In every
church there is one altar."

They werc sometimes made of
stone, sometimes of wood. In these
days thcy are of wood.

T/te cozeyeiz,2s.-In most churches
the colour of the altar-choth changes
wvith the season. WVhitc is always
used for joy, and therefore at Eastcr,
Christmas, Whit Sunday, and great
dayJs you wvill sec a white altar-cloth.
Red is uscd for martyrs, so on S.
Stephen's Day, for instance, you will
sec the altar in rcd. Violet is for
times of inournmng, such as Lent,.
and green is usually the cohour for
other days.

TDie cross abozie t1ze altar..-Thc

the Son ofl Man," and wherevcr we
sec this sign, wvhether it is on the
gable of a church, or on, a grave, or
made by the priest on a baby's fore-
head, we know that Jesus Christ has
takun pobsession-just as one mnight
w'rite one's name on one's own book
or paper.

Therefore it is that in the r-nost
sacred spot in the church the cross
u>f Christ is placcd, alw~ays to remind
us that He is Lord and Ring. For
centuries His sign bas witncsscd
there for Hlm.

flic cand/es.-Why are there can-
candies, wvhen, in mnany churches
most likely, there is plenty of gas
giving- a better light?

Tfhe candles have another pur-
pose. They are set there and light-
cd at a celebration of the Holy
Communion to remind us that
Christ is the truc Light of thc Worhd.
Like the cro!ý over the altar, they
bear witness for Him to the eyc.

T/he font.-In the first days people
used to be baptiscd in a strcam, or
pool of water, an-d werc immcrsed
(that is, put under the water> thrce
times, in the Name of thc Father, of
the Son, aind of the Holy Ghost.
But in old countries there wvas great
risk in this way of baptising, for in-
fants and weakly people, and the
present way of poiiiiiig watcr wvas
adopted, and fonts wcrc placed in
the churL.hcs, and there the priest
christens the ittie ones in the Name
of the Trinity, with a thi-ice repeated
pouring of the watcr upon their fore-
heads.-MayBell.

An advcrtisemcnt had been i-un-
ning in a Bristol, Eng., paper for the
hast ý, car offering •,50o reward for any
wvel1 authenticated case of a child be-
iteg carried away by an cagle, no

cross has always been the IIsign of Imatter in what country.


