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ing of' Enigli-ýi pîblishersR t.o cttnsider what steps
8110111d ho Adopied.-Y'ours, &c.

W. ('IiAMBEIts."
F Iinlitîrgh, Deceniber M6"

The Edlitor of the Athena'umn and bis
correspondlent, NMc. NV. Chiambers, have
wasted a great dent aof îvhlesaine indigna-

tionî ipon the Cape aof (ood for legalizing
the import of foreigît reprints of Englisît
Books. Il Thtis African Colony," as it is
scoewhiit conteniptnîcly styleti, il; only
availing itseif of a priviiege sanctiotied by
law, ini the sanie ivay as Newv Brunswick.ý
Canada, and other colonies liad previotusly,
dune. Bath %rriters appeur to be ignorant
of' the legisiation whichi took place somie
years ago î'espectnng copyrights, and, indeed,
ivc know that feîv, if any, af the publishers
in E'ýnglandl---tlie parties înost interested in
the ruatter-are any better informed.

'Jihe iaw is not Il a siîar" of provinciali

manuifacture, as Mr. W. Chamubers sup-
poses, but enianates frorn a quarter for
ivlîich hie will doubtiess entertain more res-
pect. The Imperial Statute 10 & il Vic-
toria, Cap. 9.5, enacts as i'ollows :-Il That
in case the Legislature, or proper Legisla-

Stive Authorities, in any British possession,'
shail be (lisposed ta make due provision flor
st'cutringr or protectitig fle righitç of British
d4uflors in siici possession, and shall paes an
act, or make an ordinance for that purpase,
and shall transmit the saine in the proper

ruanner to tile 'Secretacy of 'State, iii orderi
that it may be submiitted ta Iler Majesly, and
in case Uer iVajesty shall be ai' opinion that
such act or ordinance is sufficient for the
purpose of senigta rto Autlhors
reasoîtabie protection within sncbi possession,
it sfial he lawfui for Iler IMajesty if 'She
shail think: fit so to do, ta express Uler Royal
approval otf suchl act or ordiriance, andj
thereupon ta issue an Order in Counciil, de-,
claring, that so long as the provisions ai' such
act or ordinance continuied in force ivithin
such colony, the prohibitions contained in the'
aforesaid acts, and hereinbefore recited, and
any prohibitions containcd ini the said acts,
or in any other acts against the importing,
seihing, letting-out ta hire, exposing for sale
or Itire, or possessing foreign reprints af
books first cornposed, written, printed or~
published in th-.- Uinited Kingdom, and euti-
tled ta copyright therein, shaîl be suspended,
sa fac as regards suitl colony ; and there-
upon snch act or ordinance shail corne into
opei'ation, except so far as inay be otlicrwise
provided therein, or ;ls înay be otherwise

prescribed by suchi Order in Ccunc il, it'iî.,capy fioîin B-i tali. oltesitvg
tiîing in thte said last rer ited art. or ini ani tho lle ia a s II n as c ivail v lit ososi he to
other act ta lthe contrary notivitlistandtbtt- oit ti ôtt1atîîs pttt iloilo. so îai a cvtin-

l'le Canadlin Parliantent, as iveil as l]i h IiY il ivotîlî 'iV (vî ;1 gtotlnd îoh itt~

of New Brcunswvick, Nova 'Scotia itud outlie t~ (11( ýiilotit iiii-iîî bn of, sie bciwit11 ic tile

provinces, availed titemiselvesout Ilte t iileII c'ilo o i1lt 't'ie nta(,xtituiol nu1-
sions in fle linperiai Statuite. Iii C în.i(l t cd ut thu' (pnîinA t-'0îer ccit

tlhe Act 13 & 14 Victoria, Cap. 6. ivssoti e i ltilk 1li. e ci adîîrc . «uld.
passed, hy wbîicl the Governor in ouint'il tas il itîcet bte a illtt t tof aigrcat tliic'tilty fot
t'as entpoiwered ta lay a îiuty. not e1etoi Ioî a t't tti is l'Or >t) la t'J pai>tLt ir'-

tiventy pier cent, on i'oceign r'eprinits ufi' ies inlterosi cd, ii, %,t tamiddr betit prfr
l31îtislî wvoîks irnported into tlho coloi.'aleitetttiaott adbc dvtd

rhis Sta(ute ivas confirnie d by thtte ~Ceeti.1 o a fotnd. fot, tile scpîîhtrt oi' ';uî'It attifliors;
dîiiy publishiet ini the London Gazette.' aitd Publist.eis as iioilit front aiiiani in-
copies laid ou the tables aof bath ilotises oaillikieîit circwnstances, or Ille îtsfc, luners
Paîli tînent, and ail the terrns pre.scribed ini of trade reqtiire tissir. We suspect
(lie Enlish Stalute sti'ictly coniplied witb. tliat thte ccit cof cllectiîtg will pretty iieaiiy-
The Gavernar Gexieral being tîtus iin a p( si- balance the aiîtint of dtity, but we ili

(ion ta put the la' iin force, Ilis Excellenî'yjinake inqttiîy on Ilte !sub cet iii lie lîropet'
%viîh the advice ai' lis Crîtîncil, fixed an ad- quartcr, antI reptort ia oiii itoxt.
valorpm dîîty ai' 12, pet' cent to be paid on -

the importation into Canada ai' foî'eigtî re- 'Flic Iliuse of Lords havirg latî'ly dîlor-

prints of suchi copyright waorks--tbe aiiaotntý,îîîîce1 tbat Focg oscaituot pictvcI tîtrîr
cf the duty, iess lh cost ai' advertising.,1 topviil-ts in Eîîgland. a great deal o ailt.

postage, &c., ivas ta ee remit ted yearii', ait able litera iv pr(ileil' b Ias beecu ituade a va ;la-
tlie bthi of Jantiary, ta lthe Colonial Ser rela- bic ta tile tttlisiers oi' c'lîeap editions.
ry, for payment ta lthe parties beni'iiclitllî- A11110WY, otllPt s. 1ti1îs. 11itleîilgi' c
interested in tile copyrights ai' thte ivot ks ýste in ricat fori tile 1voîks of' I'ciluttorc«
importeil. /*< ttNo'it.iriiatlan rit

It ils qtîiteceair that if thle Il Ai'ican Colo- tie i istorians, at prices cccii itîloi' those
ny" inakes lthe saine provision for a diîv toicliarge d li. tlltiiislc' ini Ilie ntc
be paid on reprinîts as tlie Auîeîii'an Colonics'States. S o titu as 13iitisIi autius wec
have done, lthe Law' will bc entitled ta ce-' t cnittccld in Aiconiict flie q(iuitMc ai' nu
ceive tlhe sanction ai' the Qîteen. he w ~ uttiaiî-lcopyrighit hîv wvas ine excced-
tiani and juistice ai' lthe legislation 've have y ilst-efîtl Io cîr îieiglibcuts, but non' file
described cannot be dei'ended. i t ivas bad'tiit'r cýii n clizenis are sitttilaî'ly tî'cated ini

enougi for thie Ptiblishiers iin the U~nitedl jlritaiti, it iuay plritpls ite mor e farourably
States ta avait theiseli'es ai' thte richi pie-leîtortaiiîcd. Fortineî'ly the suin s paiti hy tlie
ducîs afi' te Engii pi'esç. lu titeir case.1Itntlon jiiiblislicrs to atl lons of Ilte saine
haîvever, il %vas '' a spoi ing of lthe Egyp- !standingç as Iluose ive have naîuled altoîe wc
tians,'' but as respects lthe colonists, by- Ilueir: vry la'g-id outtro, ive bî'lievîe, Iltait
impocting, anid tising such foreigu reprnts.:whîat 1licu' net'cived frtin IhIeir on couintry-

they %were taiig advantagc ai' ltbeit' cvîtntou r. It is ftill titie finat titis diattîitid eit
brethteren and feilot' stiljeets. We siptdnonlstyle oi' itilg flie ptrotductions ci' tito-
thant the iteculiai' position ai' Canada both aieoîlttiiuciint mnt of bcit) count ries slinuîd ho
regards lier iitte'ccui'se ii t hlie Ltt'it'îglto a close. Al nl ml eiîtatliîal lIa' ni'
Sta tei and Britaiti ltad soitîn tlîift ei i iiirii ott ttoîyote'ttts tî i

f'orcing legisiation on fle lînltetitl I 'îr!*u away tivitt tile cotupiaints agaiins.t flie ohen-
tment. oiut(ut for fiî'e itiontts (of lthe eut P-S, luttirced eiscu% liote, foi' pict'îttittittg- Ile
train the means ai' dir'ect imupor'tationî fiL)I i i nttlof foreligît repints.
Engiand, and boutnded on a it extensive

frontier by lthe i Titled States, îvlîcîe b)oks 'ItIe Lite atnt t Cosponîenee of CHARLEvS

îveîe praduccd ut ver>' Ioi' pt'u'es, it nos' Lordi laECti ie t .01 ct'not'

nat ta be ivondeî'ed at, ltat a large ilhiciti eral cf' Caal, 1b1 .lhit M . 1k ave,
tcaffic sitould htave sprting up. Bofore Ilt, 2 î'IS.-Ltt;îIoa, Vt' nley. Mlon-
traite was iegalized lucre v"ere at bleanc frend. .John _A;îouî.

Iîundred Ameî'ican volumes inipontod foi' one' Tlhis is a iltsl m sriet ive wttnk. and siiold


