
Just sucli were the Pharisees. Tlieir outward goodness
made them to jippear holy in the eyes of men: but in
the siglit of God they wvere unclean, and their prayers hie
put away. Why? Because their hiearts were full of
wickedness. God looks within the cup - and prayers
from a heart that loves sin are an abomination te him.

There are niany littie Pharisees. Whien a child reads
the Scriptures daily, and commits portions to memory,
and prays morning and evening, and ail this to have
people say, "4Wlîat a good child that is P" what is hie but
a Pharisçe? Wlien hie is pleased wvith his own good-
,ness, and thinks himself better than others, what is lie
but a Pharisee? When children love the praise of
man more than the praise of God, what are they but
Phiarisees? Though God says, "My child, give me
thine heart,"1 they give him the lip, and no more:
they give him words only; but lie will accept of no
prayer untili the heart is given to him.

In the Bible we read of a Pliarisee, who became a
good man. His name was Nicodemus. H1e wanted to
get to heaven, and lie carne to Jesus to inquire the way,
for he knew that Jesus was a teacher sent from God, and
able to tell him. What was the Lord's answer? ccEx-
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God."1 Nicodemus marvelled, and ask-ed how a man
coul become a child, and be born of his ni -ither a second
time. But Jesus told him that the newv birth is flot of
oriels parents, but of wvater and the Spirit. lIt was as if
lie had said, IlThe cup-that is the heart-must be
cleansed as with water; and it is flot of man to, do this,
but the Holy Ghost."

Children, what Jesus said to Nicodemus lie says to
you. lExcept your hieart is thus cleansed by the Holy
Spirit, you cannot see the kingdom of God.


