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great failings of our farmers that they nee-
loct this matter to such an oxtent, that
when seod time eomes much of their land
i3 uot in a stite it to be worked to auy
advaotage.  Land that has been propaly
prepared in the fall, for spring sceding, is
cortainto yield much better eropsth «
that which is left to o over winter un' .-
led,  There aro now go many implements
of tillazo and so many improvements con-
stantly mado towards economizing the la-
b e of tilhne the soil, that a farm ean be
well worked at a less expense than form-
erly, and it is a very puor ec)nomy indeed
to dovoto land to crops unless the farmer
issatisfied that he can get it into such a
stato of tillago, that a profitable crop can
be @ peaded upon.

It is better to hiwvo no more acreate in
crops than can bo so tdled a3 to tusure a
full return, than try to obtain the sane
amount, or butlittle more, from double the
number of acres under indflorent caltiva-
tion,

Land that has heen properiy prepired
in autumn, and left in auch a state of for-
wardneas as reaards draivage, that noe
stagaant water can ramain on it from the
late fail or carly winter rains to be frozen
up in & svlid mass with the seil, ia likdd,y
to be much more benefited by the amel-
inrating etfects of the frosts of winter, and
be ready early in spring to be prepared
for tha reception of seed, than that which
has been left neglected  Thorough work-
inz of tho s, alss mewns having theland
clean, and free frun any rank growth of
weeds to contend for mastery with the
crop the farmer desires to snccessfully
raise,

Guod ploughing is an all imporiant mat-
tor, that bas geuerally been greatly neglee-
ted.  Great improvements have been
made in the construction of the plough,
and that implement has been brought to
ahigh state of perfection, so much soas to
now he neariy independent of manual skill
in tho hinds of the ploughman.

But this fact is greatly overloched by
moys farmers, and we too goverally find
that they are content to work withold-
fashioned models and forms of the plough,
suchas thay have been accustomed to, and
from a mistaken economy, seek rather for
cheapness than good yuality 1a selecting
ths most unvortanc inplement  Ploughs
either entirely of steel, or with the share
and mould-board of hardened steel, and
with guide wheels in front that keep thean.
ploughing ataumform depth, and lesaen
the draught on tha tcam as well as the
Iabour of the ploughman, are now made,
and althoughthey may costdouble ortroble
tho price of an old-fashioned plough, they
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not ouly Last much longer, bat d) exough
uore work, anl of a better quality, to
mahke them gave more than the eatra cost
twice over 1 a singlo year. Inventive
talend has been eet to work, and the re-
sull is the ¢ Volleman Plongh Guide,”
which aczedhns to the Maine Farmer has
o a recent trial worked satisfactorily. It
is thus described -

“A plouxh fitted withthe guide lookslike
acrozs batween alow-wheeled truck and a
half-finished plough.  The plough has no
handles or stilts, but terminates anruptly
with the rear end of the ordinary boam .

The forward end of the beam (which is
somewhat shorter th n usi.l), is attached
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Soine unfortunate impressions seem to
have got into the heads of some readers,
, that these articles are penned for the pur-
pose of advoceating tile drainage altogother,
to tho exclusion of other kimnds of drains
or material.  They were intended to give
some practical idea of tho method of lay-
ing in dramng, entting the grips the pro-
, perdepth, distance apart ete. If from the
habit of using tiles constantly, that mater-
x.ll has been brought tvo prominontly
forward, it i3 to be regretted. Bach
farmer should select for himself that

by aningenious ¢rmbination of links and | material which is best adapted to his cir-

thumb screws toan upright rod of iron
about two feet lony,
to the mould-board side of the beam, and
i3 so firmly attached toit that it cannot be
turned over to the right or left without
taking the iron rod with iz, although the
attachment may boenaily loozened to allow
the beam to be raised or lowered. The
Iayer end of tho rod is sceurely bolted to
a horizontal axle of about threo feet long.
The furrow end of this axlecirries a wheel
abont twenty inches in diameter, aud the
otlier end one of about half its sizo. A
chain passing from about the centro of the
beam to the rear of the axle is attached
to 2 hook on the end of tho draft-vad, to
which the whitll-trees are made fast This
deseribes the esential coustructi m of the
plongh.  In going to the ficld, the beamis
raised and ecrewed fast ty the upper part
ofthe vertical ironyod. The team is ajtach-
ed, and the plough isdrawn aleng with its
point raised about three inches above the
ground, Arrived on the ground, the end
of the bcam is lowered according to the
depth of cutting desired. The large wheel
is set in thefurrow and the teamis started.
The plough takes care of itself, aund any
boy able to keep the off-horse in the fur-
row Js competent to do a man’s work.”
Tha ficld where the trial was made was
a heavy clay soil, full of stones, somo of
them preity large ones, and onc that
would test ceverely the best ploughman’s
skill to get over with any degree of credit;
yot the work done ig the trial of the above
attachment is aaid to have been better
than could have been done by a plough-
man m anordiary way. The implement
was thrown out several times by stunes,
yet as soon a3 the obstruction was passed
over, it again entered the soil, and kept
steadily at the same uniform depth, as
set by the guide wheels, untal 1t met the

next obstructwn, when the same procees
was repeated.

Wo believe the uae of guide wheeis in
ploughs. as gonerally adopted in Britain,
would ensure better and faster work being
done than we are vet accustomed to.

! cumstances and purse, bo it stones, wood
Taiy irom lics elose

ortdes. In so large a country as this,
whero a geeat deal of work has to be dune
in improving lands, tho circumstances
under which he happens to be placed
must, to a large cxtent, influenco the
farmer. In a nowly settled country he
can't expect to build his house and barns
of stone or brick, when neither is in the
locality, although in thoe better settled
parts, orinToronto, houses are built with
both.

Decauso hie can't get stune or brick will
2 man sit down saying he can’c have Larns
and houses 2nd stablea ! Will he not at
once build them of wood? So, if he happens
to Lein a country where wood is plentiful,
and other material cannot be got, what is
to hinder him from making wouden drains,
when he knows by so dving he is hhely
unprove the velue of his lands and in-
crease and Lwprove the qualisy of lis
crops ¢

On no accoznt should the want of tiles
be allowed to doter a man from draining.
Wooden drains will dry the land, and if
they doso, all he wants is accomplished;
therefore, use wood, or stones, whichever
is most convenient. These kinds of drains
unfortunately have some drawbacks, but
for one drain that will not work Lundreds
will, aud are daily so doiog.

Tho material for the drain, though of
ereat conzequence, isnot the ouly and im-
portant pwint to bo considered, depih
must not be lugt sight of, and in this, sv
far as six monthy’ experiches amonyg
farmers has enabled me to judge, there
18 a great deficiency.  Drains are put in
tou shallow, or in other words, too near
the surface.

In general classes of clay soil, a drain
at two feet or twofeet six inches, is of lit-
tle or no use, to properly repay the cost
of laying itin; as hasalready been explain-
ed, at such a shallow depth, the water
runs discolorcd from the pipes, showing



