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THEWEATHERAND OTHER MATTERS

HE prospect at present for an average
crop of light honey in this locality is very
slim. 'Ve are passing through a very
severe drought, having had no rain of any

account for six weeks or more. As a honey
season the spring and summer so far has been
a pecuhar one. It has been both favorable and
unfavorable-favorable during the whole period
from early spring for the development of bees
and building up, and unfavorable for surplus
honey. There has been a steady but noderate
flow of honey ever since the soft maple bloom,
but not one single day I would catl first-rate
for in-gathering. The clover season opened
about June lth during the dry weather and is
closing prematurely in the continued drought.
The fail crop may be abundant but my No. 1
honey will be a light crop this season.

COMB HCNEY.

In answer to the question, "which is the
mcre profitable, the production of comb or ex-
tracted honey ?" I have always contended that
the production of both conjointly is more profit-
able than the production of either exclusively-
i.e. in ail cases where the crop is sold wholly or
largely in the home market. Where the whole
crop is shipped in bulk to a foreign market the
case is different, and the exclusive production
of the one or the othe- may then possibly be-
come more profitable under certain other cir-
cumstances than the joint production. As I
have always sold mny hoiey in the home market
I have always produced both kinds.

For the successful production of comb honey
about four primary conditions are requisite,
viz. : Strong colonies at the commencement of
the honey yield, proper hives and manipulation,
high general temperature, and abundant yield
of nectar. These four conditions will secure
the comb honey in beauty and abundauce. Not
having had proportionally enough last season
for my trade I lad laid myself out for the pro-
duction of relatively more this season, but the
apiarist proposes and the weather disposes.
The three first named conditions were and are
present with me, but the fourth being lacking
the resul t will to that extent be affected. It
occasionally happens during the swarming sea-
son that two swarms persist in going together,
anid I frequently let them remain together
(taking away one queen, of course,) give them a
suitable hive, and then run them for comb honey
for all they are worth. But what is a suitable
hive you u-k. . smlO1 brood chaixber (to whicl
confine the queen) and plenty of room above for
sections. To-day I overhauled a joint colony of

this kind which had been put in about 15 day#
ago and removed 61 flnished sections f roo
above and about ten p>unds of extracted hone'
from below. This would be nothing extra in

abundant flow, but it is really excellent W
considering the present circumstances.

"AMATEUR EXPERT.'

I hope he las not put by his lively quili
he is-

Expert in wit, and war, and wisdom's
I fearlessly assert ;

Weil-skilled in fence, and fair in field,
Is "Amateur Expert."

Polemic, playful, placid, plumb,
Let no one controvert ;

A Britisher of brim bee-lore
Is " Amateur Expert."

A coat-tail longing for a lark,
With guarlian on th'alert,

To bounce 300 lbs. or so
Of Mlason-work inert.

But I must cut this rhyming short or brotbS
Clarke's laureate laurels would be place

jeopardy. f0
Now seriously 1, for one, confess to a co

erable hking for our unknown trans-A
cousin, and would be pleased to see his ¢ ed.
butions to the CANADIAN BER JOURNAL coutlOn

ALLEN Pe'
Selby, Ont., July 8th, 1887.

Mr. Pettit Called Upon to EXPI"'*

. N page 172, C. B. J., Mr. McKnight
"hie Board decided that it was no
petent for chem to expend the graO i
Mr. Pettit desired," to which Mr. *'

plies with great emphasis on page 214 "th a
Board did nothing of the kind whatever. rj5y
not even discuss the propriety or inproP
of so using the grant. * * That is onee 0:

Again on page 132, C. B. J., Mr. Pettit %
"The Guelph, the Parkhill and the Brontly
B. K. As. have all passed resolutions rec
expressing their desire to have the grant ab
in opening a market," and referring to dU
resolutions on page 56 Canadian IoneY
he says : "I note with a good deal of io
the resolutions passed by a number of tlie
keepers' conventions lately, relating to
ting of our honey upon the British marfe ,
would respectfully remind these manYfr
that it is no easy matter to run agalus ef
cision of Our representative men, the dtfeto
the O. B. K. A .." "t

From these contradictions by Mr. e à.
eau only infer that a decision was reache ,,ê
verse tu the association's using its amIn 1
in opening a market. .Will Mr. Fettit Plo
explain? Many cf us have lootied in 0il»
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