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. THE DUKE. OF CAMBRIDGE’ AND HIS \QIORK.-

. strategy, nor one with a fuller astery of

- his honors and pr';yileges, and ‘ﬂ‘l‘@‘)" Duke
. of Cambridge has ever bean ready to take

_natter Liow arduous or téon.tinuou_s_".'\ﬁ"cirl‘c'
“may be at the War Office,- he 11'1‘; "gejvéé
* shirked his proper share of it, "or thrown. |-
‘on ‘others' shoulders any of the burden
" that should - be his. Indeed, his fault, if
“any, is rather the other way, leaningin the
" direction of doing for himself what might,

~distracted with the imultitudinous. ealls of

'did not,-like his nephew, the Duke of

promotion neither merit nor hard work

‘not neglect to look back or to qualify him-
“self for still further advancemetit by mas-
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‘A ROYAL SOLDIER. -~ -

I H. Pearse in. London Graphic,

_The post of Commander-in-Chief of the
British army is a position which the great-
est soldier of this or-any other country or
age might have been proud to hold, The
Duke of Cambridge must not claim to take
rank with the greatest soldiers even of to-
day, but there is nono among them: who
has a quicker eye for mistakes in tactics or

all details pertaining to the scienco of war,
‘The Duke,” as he is always'called
throughout the army, owes his intimate
knowledge of these things to an infinito
eapacity for hard work, That is a quality
in which he resembles his uncle, Frederick
Duke. of York, and .is resembled by the
Duke of Connaught, of whom Lord Wolse-

ley once said, ‘There goes the hardest |
_working officer in the army.” The Com-

mander-in-Chief has his duties no less than

his share of -the one as of the other,” No

with = equal 'advantuge, be deputed to
others. - Seeing that the Duke’s fist
commission was that of. a lientenant-
colonel in the 8th Light Dragoons.(now
the 8th Tussars), and that he never-did.
regimental duty. in any rank lower than
that of field officer, his acquaintance with
the minutiac of drill is simply marvellous.
He has a sergeant-major’s quickness in de-
tecting the least thing wrong in a line of
many men, and any irregularity of accou-
trement he notes as certainly as he doesa
blunder in tactics. All this is in ordinary
men so much the result of training and
daily habit that’ one wonders how one

royal estate should have found either in-

clination, time, or opportunity to study |

and perfect himself in numberless swall
things that others only acquire with reluc-
tance and by some exercise of force,. He

Connaught, go through the various ranks
of cavalry and ‘infantry before reaching
high command. Tho Duke’s first com-
mission as a light dragoon was dated 1842,
though he had held the rank of brevet-
colonel unattached five years earlier. By
1845, at tho age of twenty-six, lie had
risen to be a major-general. . Such rapid

could have won, but ‘the D'ulie’s_ gréat

cliim to be considered a soldier by nature
is that while going forward so fast he did

tering the very elements and groundwork

less application he had td‘\acquire know-

ledge of duties that had never come within,

his practical experience. How hard that

is every officer worth his salt knows,
"and how perfectiy the Duke of Cumbridge

succeeded many a subaltern negligent in
minor details has found out to his cost. I
was once-especially struck ivihil_‘t'llié in the
case of & small cavalry patrol that:should
have  been watching the manceuvres by

which ‘dodgy Dan Lyson’ got round his

adversary's flank on the Fox Hills, some-
thing more than twenty years ago. The
cavalry officer had kept his few men too
much together, and had shown no enter-
prise in watching the wily euncmy’s move-

order'fo qualify himself for a command in

realized, and to make himgelf independent
of all'advisers, he put himself through a
course of training in military science the
‘result;of which is apparent in the shrewd
criticisms by which he sums up the achieve-
ments and blunders of all ranks ab peace
manosuvres. There are few who can do
this in terser or more forcible phrases.
Attaching great importance to discipline,
he is, perhaps, something of a martinet in
that respect ; but, at tho same time, he
has every possible consideration . for the
men, whom he will not have exposed to

unnecessary havdships for the sake of mere
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ments.- The Duke rode forward alone'to
soe - how the videttes were posted, then
rode -back to the subaltern and in round
terms told him that unless he kept a better
look-out, he would imperil a certain posi-
tion by leaving it open for an enemy to
penctrate. - No enemy was in sight, bub
the warning was given a little too Jate, for
whex{ the videttes did push for\\_':i.rd: they
found: Lyson's cavalry in force coming up
the very ravine indieated by the Duke,

with guns and infantry close behind theg.-|
“His Royal Highness has a réputation. for
excessive strategy:and tactics, but that is | s-he actes
' : ‘as o staff officer in the Ionian: Islands,|has’

not his weak point, and as a eritic of others |as . an: sl
which had not then' been handed ovet:to

he certainly hasno toleration for lack of|.

of military science, By patient and cease-
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initiative or of boldness in enterprise, -In,
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displays, Against.reviews in-hot weather
or gham fights that must necéssarily have.

exposed the rankand file to serious discom-
fartamif nothing worse, he has always set
Res b . Y .
histiface resolutely—and rightly. ~For

’t;lyzii;ﬂhho soldiers owe much to -their com--| illt

mander-in-chief. . s
CIbis not very generally known, except
_tﬁo goldiers, thut the Duke, among other

‘means of acquiring mastery of his prdfés-

sion,: attached himself to the. staff-in|
‘Gibraltar for six months before. taking |lon
o years |'this’

substantive rank, and:that f ;
after being a colonel of dragoons-he acted

Gigece. - He was. a° major-general:: :
W PR T
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the ﬁ’éld under conditions that were neyer’

. | respect;

manding troéh'glin the Dublin district and -
an inspector-general of cavalry at head- .
quarters previous to his term of active ser-
vice in the‘Gifi.men;“ On . returning from :
that campaig{_uihe was temporarily without
any specific appointment until hesucceeded, -

in 1856, Viscount Hardinge, as General

Commander-in-Chief of the military forces
of Great Butam But tll'e two years of com-:
parative fréédom from military duties had

not been wasted. - He came to headquar- -
ters equiplqea3,ivit11 fuller knowledge and a’
determinatigni to do. his best for the!
efficiency of the army. - All who have been
brought in ‘contact with him there know
something q)":f';-_i.’the means by which:he has "
been insf:iufniental in bringing about re-
forms of f@fﬁinistrafion and measures -
tending toimprove the condition of sol--
diers. H_e_'fhis'al,\vipys evin¢ed, however,:
a great difinclination to be personally.
identified \with changes in this direction.
Enquiries.dnstituted ‘by him have been -
conductéd Py his orders, but the results in
very: ‘case- were embodied in formal re-:
ports_that“gave no clue to the original,
i ‘probably HisRoyal Highness .
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dier's-proféssion
o yield ‘on- points that seemed, :
on, to affect: the morals'of the
oriously he was not an advocate :
‘of purchase, thinking that the’

_,dpaf'-h‘nxgl_lt;ﬂms be opened for theadvance-*

b en whose only ‘qualification was'
ability to master subjects set in examina--

| ton.. But leaders by birth and the _tr_adi-:
« | tions of their race have ;not suffered in the’

struggle”so far. Competition has been,
ouly .another incentive- for them to put.
forth t_hi}'ir} highest effurts, and the conse-’
quence’ is ‘that we have in the British
army of to-day a greater proportion of dis-.
tinguished officers descended from long.
lines of;fighting families than ab any:
previous period of England’s military his-'
tory. . Inold days the Napiers, Goughs,
and : Hardinges werc exceptional in this-
: cheut events, however, have
brought to the front not only such-con-

| spictous exarmples of hereditary fitness as’

Lord Wolseley and Lord Roberts, but the
Hardinges; Stewarts and Goughs are still-
with-0s; and numberless younger officérs '

‘dould’ b cited who have already shown'

themselves worthy to bear- the names of -
fous‘ancestors. The lists of ‘passed:
ith ‘honor! at  Woolwich and’ Sandhurst
every year furnish abundant proof that the’
old fightitig races are not likely. to die out’
or.to bé heaten in the struggle for distine- -
tiot The Duke, therefore, must have
 discovered that his fears on’
this ‘gore wers groundlesy, IHis opposi-:
‘tion‘to the shoTt service, on the contrary, :
engo fav justified that a partial re-

the, old systom finds advocates in“{} .
- imost able soldiers to-day. - It"{] -




