THE CATHOLIC.

» were so near akin to lunacy, that a Ba-
- bylonian and a Bedlamite were hastening fast to
“become synonimous terms.  "This system of trum~
“\"porv was almost worn vut, sl itrequired the ad-
>Qition of new springs to set their cracked and de-
sigay ed machinery again in motion.  Sul A
".say, that several doctors of the Babylonish s.clnoo],l
“bo Iess cminent in their day than Faber, Whitaker,
Zouch, Valpy, Kett, King, and Hales, their suc-
eessors in our timc, irom visionary interpreters,
‘had become enthusiastic prophets.  'With unbal-
Jowed rashiness they attempled to pencirate into,
ihe scerets of futurity ; and with the degraded!
jiblc in their hand, pretended to demonstrate the
exact time of Autichrist’s fall.  The years 1620,
,/:14650, 1690, were pointed out as the precise period,
“"Fhis was however putting the truth of their inter-
:\,‘mmtiuns to the test.  But, Omnost lame and im-|
potent conclusion ! each period successively ar-
¥ived, and antichrist still kept bis seat. Mede was
‘more artful, at least, if not more inspired than these
imprudent seers, He cunningly fixed upon the
vear 1716, near a century later than he could ex-
pect tolive ; unless, as he was fully authorized to

. Poprery,

f

Suflice it to y

“arch, aswell as the inspiration of tbe prophet.—
Juricu and Whiston were less prudent.  Instead of
shily shifting the period of the Papal downfal a
century later, in which case the fall of Babylon and
the destruction of the beast would have oddly syn-
chronised with the restoration of the vencrable
Pius VI1. to histhione and territorics, they were
silly enough to fotlow the dclusive autnority of their
patriarch Mede. The former fixed upon the period
between the vears 1710 and 1717, and as he died,
in 1713, he just saved his prophetic credit.  Wlhas-!
ton was less fortunate. 'With all the whimsical
parade of mathematical demonstration, he ascer-
tained that the year 1716 was the epoch of papal
destruction, but he had the mortification to outlive |
that period above thirty years, an object of scorn or;
pity, Hedi 4in1752, lcaving the virtnous and
learned Pope Bencdict X1V. in firm possession:
of the Papal throne. These and similar hallucin-s
ations, not only of their obscure, but aleo most
distinguished and able writers, in which the ab-
surdity of their tenets was surpassed only by the
credulity and confidence with which they were

* The Reverend George Sianly Faber not only shows the
sagacity of s discernmcnt, the soundness of his judgment,

city; that {s to say, the French morarchy, the only one of
the ten original regal horns then in extstence.  ‘Lhis cir-

and the delicacy of his taste, but gives a fuir & n of the

o,added to the chronological e to which the

conclusive logic, and elegant lanﬁuage whuch are carrent in
the Babylonish school, in the following extracts from _his
Dissertation on the Prophecies: ¢ ‘There is a most curious
freatise by Mr. Potter on the number 666, jn which he goes
on the principle of extracting the square root, and of apply-
ingit when so extracted toa wonderful variety of matters
cannceted with popery. I can promise the reader cnter-
fainment of x singular sort froro this worlt, 1t is onc of the
most ingenious productions I evermet with, but too clabo-
rate and far-fetched.”” ( Vol. Ik p.810.) ¢ Latnus, and
nothing but Latinus, is the name of theBeast.” (p. §16..)
» With regard to the mark of the Beast, I think with Sir
Isaac Newtoy, that itisthe Cross., Protestants are the
spiritually wise children of the symbolical woman, who pro-
tess the same principles as those who perished at the eta of
the reformation, in tryins. in purging, and making whitc |
their apostate  brethren.” (p. 463) Wy freely allow. that,
the papists are members of the Catholic Beast; but I can-|
not bring mysclf to style them Catholics, as if they were|
the only memnbers of the true Church.”” (Vol. I1. p. 261)
* ‘Fho spintual kingdom of the Pape sprung up alter the|
cmpire had become Christian, or during the period of what |

carthquake isassigned, aamely, the close of the second woe,
or a period subsequent to the permitted season of Ottoman
conquest, might aitself be sufficient o teach usthat the
Freach revolution can be alone intended in this prediction.
But_the prophet adds even nf'ct more decisive .ark: in the
carthquake, says he, were slaio 7000 names of men. The '
expression is remarkable and full of . In !
earthquakes, or political revolutions, menalone dre ordim-|
nly slaia; butin the present carthquake their very names
are to be shin; and the number of the namesis dto be
7000, or 7 multiplied by 1000, the usual apocnlnf:txc method
of describinga great multitude. Thenumber of names or
titles is seven, and this uumber is multipled by a thousand
to describe how great a multitude the ancient French nobi-
lity were. Now it is a remarkable circumstance that not
merely aaracs or titles of nobility should be slan a. abolish-
cd, by the carthquake of the French revolutson, but that
qr!cisdy seven such names or titles should beabolished.

Princes. 2. Duke. 3. Marquis. 4 Count 5. Viscount.
G Bishop. 7. Baron.” (1f Mr. F. had necded tywo or three
more titles tomake out his nnmber, he might kave found

kings, archibishops, cardinals and chevaliers.)  * Al these||

<t John styles its non-existence asa beast. In the course
ofthe Jatter part of this intermediate period, the ancicnt,
pagan beast, that had been wounded to death by the {;rcach-
ing of the Gospel, was gr.\duallr cotneto life aguin by the H
apostasy of numcrous indsviduals.  But when he perleetly !
revived, resumed all his bestial functions, and set up an
rdolatrous spiritual tyrant in the Chureh, by constituting

names were slin in the course of the earthquake, which
overthrew the only remaiming tenth part of the Roman city,
or the monarchy of France. For the first shock of the
earthquake took place in the year 1789, and the last on the
memorsble tew.h of August 1792, Thus are we alike di-
rected by chronelogical and circumstantial evidence to ap-
pl?' this prediction to the Frenchrevolution, 1t was to be
fulfilled after the Ottomau cnpire had ceased to be victo-

,do, he had Jaid clajin to the longevity of the patri-

Boniface the third Universal Bishop, ther were the sainis fu
deliveredinto the hands of the Zittle horn; then did the/ riouse It wwas to be fulfilled in one of the ten original horps
attle horn begin to have a look more stout than his fellows; | of the Deast. It was to he fulfilled inthe downfal of the
then did the universal spiritual empict of the Pope com- , monarchy symbolized by that tenth humi: and an the aboh-
menee ‘This happened in the year606- conscquently I es- ' tion of precisely seven names or titles of nobalsty.  No event
teem this year the most probable date of the 1260 days.”)jevcept the French revolution answers to all these partica-
¢ Vol 1. p.60.) ¢ 'The campaizn of 1905 hias mnade Bonz- jlars; and it does cxactly ansiser 10 them ALL. Conse-
varte the undoubted representative of Charlemagne, and; t‘:lcntl) wehaveas much  certanty as can be attained in
vonscqucnllg the head of the beast.” (Vol. I1. p 372) dt ese matters that the French revolution is here foretold by
Mr Faber then pnrsues the head of the beastand_the little | St. John. 1 have explained this propheey much better in
Liorn of the beast, till he sces Bonaparte aad the Pope 1er- || the frcccnt edition (1507) than T didinthe first (1805).”
tectly sceured, by both being castalive into a cestam  lake || (Vol. 11, p. 93.)

espoused and maintained, blasted for & while the
credit of Babylonish prophets ; and if they did not
wholly deter succecding adventurers from the van
pursuit, they taught ther atleast a lesson of pru-
dence and patience.  Accordingly the catastrophe
of Papal ruin has been suhsequently assigned by
Mosely, Woodhouscand YFaber, to the year 1866 ;
by Bishop Newton and others to the year 1987;
and by Lowman, whoallowiug the greatest Iatitude.
comes in our opinion nearest to the truth, to the
distant year 2016. Opinionum commenta delect
dies. ‘Time, whichhas already refuted -the pro-
phetic fictions of Medu and Whiston, will not be
more merciful fo the jarring systems of their mod-
ern competitors ; and willin due season class the
prophetic romances of Whitaker and Faber with
the obsolete fables of Medo and Whiston,

Of the two circumstancesbefore indicated, which
gave a short lived popularity to the whimsics ot
the sect, we shall irst dismiss the more Yecent in
point of time.  As the pseudo prophets, whose in-
spiration was derived from the French revolution,
form a distirct class, we shall make few observa-
tions on them at present.  Our readers ave aware
that the tremendous volcano of the French revolu-
tion exploded in 1789, In 1796 the republican
armies invaded HNaly ; Rome was unable to resist
the torrent, and the vencrable and good pontift
Pius Y1, robbed and insulted, but not disgraced ;

was dragged into France hy the victorious revolu-
tionists, and there died in captivity. T'o the eye
lunblinded by prejudice, the conduct of His lio*i-
.ness displayed, in his humiliation, all the bright
and sclid virtues that can adorn and sanctify sut-
ffcting innocence ; as his public and private virtues
lad, in prosperity, reflected honour on his exalted
Station, and rendered him a benefactor to his coun-
[

llgy and to fhe world. Mr. Pitt addressing the
ouse of Commons on the subject, could not with-
+hold the tribute of his pity and admiraticn, and that
1distinguished orator and ‘statesman, in ore of his
best specches, (Feb, 3, 1800) describes it in these
beautiful terms, as *“a transaction accompanied by
;outrages and insults towards the pious and venera-
thle Pontiff (in spite of the sanctity of his age and
the unsullied purity ofbis character,) which even
(10 a_protestant scemed hardly short ofthe guilt of
,sacrilege.”  But the dcluded Babylonian, wiro
could “discover nothing in this holy Pope, this
'worthy Vicar of Jesus Christ, but marks of the
Beast, and featuies of the Babylonian harlot and ot
. Antichrist; and who devoutly expected, and as
 vainly wished, that every cxpiring Pope was to be
 the Inst, viewed these events in a differcnt light.—
I With his bible in one band, and the newspaper in
ithe other, making the gazette his expositior of holy
writ, he discovered in evctf batle, and in cvery
succceding event, especially in the spoliation oy

1

of fire buming with Lrimstone.” (Vol. 1L p. 4§1.) Little
i this ¢ spiritually wise child of the symbolical woman” || What can our disciple of Mr. Mcore the almanae-maker
“Aveam, tiat in less than eight years afterhe had told their |/ say now, when he bas lived to sce * Fallen Rome” again
tortunes and settled their fate, the head of the beast would ' risen; to see most of thie ten ongnal regal horns of the Ro-,
be shipped to St. Helear, and that thelittic horn would ¥ miish beast, Austria. France, Spain, Naples, S amin Jife!
agam have aluok more stout than hus fellowrs, in the Vatican, | up the terrors of their Popish antlers; again to seohis pre-
But whether our moedern scers Q!tcmEt to proplecy from, ciscly seven sl titles of French nobiity come to hife |
uc:mmnf the futore or considering the past, thy appear ’again’! Qui Baviam non adit amet tua carmina Mavi '
destined to beunsuccessful, and are eventually )m\'c& to !} Among the numerous concetti of this agthior, in Revel.
bero wiser than their noinspired neighbours ~Tha follmv-i Aiv, the firstangel is the chaste Luther, the sccond the meck
|

Aut insamit aut vorsus facit.

RS R canous speaimen of his ex-post.facto-prophesying. || Calviu, the third  the unporsceuting * insnlar Church of !
‘b , B lais it down as an axiom, that Rerv. xi. 13, and )| England.” The foarth angel, who says;put in thy siwckle !
the same hour ewas there a great eerthquake, and  the tenth and reap he tuight .. oreater propriety have stationed
purt of the Cll.'htdl. and in the carthquakewere slain of men Jfin tythed and exhausted I-sland.” Fhe bBattle of Dresden ,
. rven thousand, denotes the French Revolution.  In the |{created excessive demands on the credit of Messts. Faber’s ;
","“k and Latin Vulgate, thou§h not in his own Bible, the i & Co’s. prophetic bank ; the battle of Waterloo has shat up

cxpression is scven thousand mames of roen. e then Jitheir warchiouse of mongrel propliecy, ifithas not yet g
zives this iterpretation- “ Inthe year 1530 the carthqualte  zetted the firu ayong zi-:mkru‘pt. prophets.—W bat solemn {

commenced. andin it fella tenth'part of the great Roman 'hriﬂing!
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the temporalties of tho Holy See, a fulfilment ot
rophecy, and a confirmation of his dreams.—-

i)
ﬁ’ius Vi.is dcad! Tho Jast of the Popes has

i perished!

]

The Popedem is extinet!  Babylon the
_great is fallen, is fallen : Babylonis swept with the
"besom of destruction, and shall Le found no more
(At all 1 (Signs of the Times, by Edward King, Esq.
VI, R, S, & A, 8. X795 Such was the anty

|| christian rant and fanatical rancour which resound -

'c_d from the pulpit of many churches and conven-
ficles in this kingdom, ,on occasion of this virfucus
{ Pentiff®s death ; and which forcibly reminded us of
.that spirit, which once cried outagainst his Divino
;Master: dway with him, Crucify kim. Such
morcover is the drift and substance of the mosnshino
isormons and visitation charges on ¢ the Fali of Ba-



