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it would appear quite as impossible
to say that a District Deputy Grand
Master coula be deprived of bis of-
ficial powers, as that lie coula be
deprived of the rights of membership.
Hoe may not exercise bis officiai
powers, unlebs lie cho, to, do so.
11e may keep them in abeyance, but if
the occasion arises. the powers are
there, and can be brouglit into action
at pleasure.

If the District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter uses bis powers in a barsh or
arbitrary manner, bis actions can be
revisedl. An appeal in ail cases lies
to the Grand Mfaster or the Grand
Lodge. Obedience to our superiors
is one of the first duties inculcatedl
to a Mason. The order shQuld. be
obeyed, and if thouglit unjust, an
appeal should be made to the Grand
Master or Grand Lodge by wbom
justice will be done.

An exception to, this rulu, nowever,
is clearly allowable in cases whore
the act commauded to be done 18 one
which, if performed, cannot be un-
done; such as the conferring of a
degree. An illegal stispension may
be removed, an improper restoration
may be set asicte; but a degree once
conferred cannot be withdrawu. An
act is tbereby done which cannot be
undone. An injustice may be per-
petrated whidb it is imposs&ble to
rectify, as the status quo cannot be re-
gained. A Master, therefore, would
be perfectly justified in refusing to
comply with an order of the District
Deputy Grand Master to confer a de-
gree; and he would be upheld in bis
refusai by the Grand Lodge.

The only constitutional provision
relating to the District Deputy Grand
Master which now remains to be
noticed, provides that if lie neglecta
to proceed on auy case or business
which may be sent for bis decision,
'witbxn a reasouable time, the matter
may be transmitted, to the Grand
Secretary. IL ii tu ba hopedl that
there xnay be very few cases, where
this alternative course shall be neces-
.sary. Brethren -who accept this higl

and bonorable position should par-
form ail its duties faithfully.

We bave now touched upon ai the
important points relating to the office
of Dit;triet Dueputy Grand 'Master.
Mucb more dloubtless remains wbich,
could bave been said, as we do not
pretend, that this 18 by any means an
exhaustive treatise on the subject.
'We bope, however, that these remarks
will be of some service to our co-
laborers in the Lfasonic vineyard.

The Bretbren who accept this im-
portant office by no means acquire
bonor witbout labor. Their duties;
are often arduous, and require no
small amount of patience and ability,
together with a knowledgye of the
laws and customs of the frateruity.
The new Lodges ehould. be their par-
ticular care. These are often situated,
in remote parts of the country, andl
their visitation sometimes entails real
bardships.

In tbe settiement of disputes, and
in preserving the barmony of the
Lodges, the services of a District
Deputy Grand, M'aster are very valu-
able. With wise aud prudent counsel,
aided, if necessary, by the strong
baud of authority, the strife between
Brethreu is often bealed, and unity
and concord restored.

The benefits to the Oraft from the
existence of this office are unques-
tionable. The experience of these
officers and their knowledgye of the
state and condlition of the Lodges,
forai a valuabino aid in Grand Lodge,
when legislatiug for the great body
of the Craft. We cann.ot, however,
pursue this branch of the subject any
farther at present.

Iu conclusion, we would bespeak a
larger measure of appreciation of our
District Deputy Grand Masters; and
more frequent and substantial recog-
nition of their services by the Bretly
ren. We are happy iu being able to
submit our contribution to the proper
understanding of this honorable office,
to the favorable consideration of our
readers.
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