
TRE COAÙDL4N CRAFI'SMAN.

If ever we are to have a Temple in To-
ronto flow is the timie to ruakee a move,
and secure a site before prices take
another advanee, or the best locations
are secured for other ohjects. Already
theusands of dollars have been spent
upen the hall, and yet it is se def'ective
as far as ventilation is concerned that ai,
times the air is simply poisonous. Deck
it out with a new carpet and some
paint! Whoever sawv a scarecrow dress-
ed up in new clothingI

BLACKBALLING CANDIDATES.

The following was received quite
recently from a brother who takes a
deep interest in Freernasonry, and al-
though it was doubtless intended as a
suggestion, we take the liberty of pub-.
lishing ut in full, as it furnishes a suit-
able text for somie timely rexnarks:.

"DEÂR. BReTHÉIt HAMýBLY,-l think an
artile on the obligations of a Mason, if it
i8 possible to deal gwith themn, would have
a beneficial effect.. 1 find tliat young
Mauons are toe proue to blackball a mnan
for trivial personal ressens. A little plain
advice on this subject might do geod. "

As our brother anticipates it weuld
be difflouit to, deal, even in a purely
Masonic journal, with the obligations.
Under peculiar circumstances, certain
specific portions niight be referred to,
but there is nething in them that ap-
plies te indiscriminatn blackballing, and
we think the omission a very preper
one. Freemasenry is a peculiar system,
of rnorality, the moralitv net being of
au ettatic character, but confined, we
might say sokily, te our institution. In
this respect it is peculiar, and in this
alone. Noue but mxien possessing the
'keenest instincts of merality are elig-
ible for admission inte Freemasonry,
and consequently ut is unnecessary te

define in the obligations wà t', i rglt
xninded man should not d<> Once amnan
crosses the threshold of a Masunie ludge
he enters upon a new life, and such ap-
peals .re mnade te 1îis reason that, none
but an imbecile or a bad-hearted maxi
weuld ignore. There are very few

imbeciles in Freempsonry, but it must
be admitted that t>here are scores, yea
thousands of narrow-minded men, who
are sr, blinded by piejudice, envy, hat-
red or jealousy that the commission of
a fair action is performed enly when
somne selfish objeot is to be gained; this
class can neyer rise beyond their nat-
ural level. They are heartless, with-
out one spark of manhood or honeur,
and their knowledge of right, and
wrong i.s regulated solely by pandering
to, or gratifying their pcrsonal feelings,,.
These are the bretliren who resort tu.

blackballing when their low passioni
are aroused, and tney carry it on with
a bîtterness bora of Satan.

The question that the unthînking
brother will probably ask is, how did
such men secure admission into Free-
masonry 1 There is but one truthful
anàwer te this question, nrnely: the
desire to increase, the strength of the
lodges numerically. Retribution in-
variably overtakes the evil-doer, and
those lodges who have sinned. in this,
respect are now reaping their reward.
In most cases where lodges havelargely
added to, their xnembership improper
material bas been received, and that
rnaterial invariably c tuses trouble. This
is no random, statement, but is basedt
oit close observation duringr a period
covering a score of years.

Freemasons are given the use of
ballots to, determnine, who shall become
members, but it was neyer ixitende,1
that they should abuce that power. Nu


