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he exolusive keeping of the lay guilds,
ana when the decay of faith and mor-
ais among the clergy w7as visited with
daring s3nroasm and contempt by the
people. That the Masons 'vere un-
punishgd for their aùdacions indis-
cretions may have been because the
dloctrines of the holy faith were not-im-
punged, whilet the hypocrisy and
vice exposed in thé ail-expressive ian-
guage of art, the priesthood coula
neither defend nor deny. It is not in
the least probable that thece. things
would have been tolerated by the dig-
nitaries 0f the church uniss the Iay
founders baillent their connivance. Mr.
Findel,a German writer on Freemason-
ry, whose worhs bave been translated
into Engliel, supposes that the Mas-
ons 'vers Laters of Popery at heart
ana believers in Evangelical truth, and
thaï they 'vers rotsctea from parse-
cution by the Guilde. in the opinion
that they held a omeed of apostolie
eimplicity, I think that the historian
shows that large faith of love, and that
lie je willng to accspt on behaif of its
object whatsver je of good report. It
je more lilrely that they were juet a
trifle irreverent, and relished a joke
more heartily than they enjoyed a
mass. For instance, in the large
Ohurch of Strasbumg, we are told that.
in one of the transepts opposite the
:Pulpit, a hog and a goat may be seen
carrying a slee-ping fox as a eacred
relie; a bitoh ie following the hog, in
avance of this protession is a bear

vith .a cross, and before the bear a
lvQlf holding a bximning wvax taper.
'When follows an ss, 'vhich is reading
mnae at the alter. A beautiful pre-
served, sitar piece in -the church
of Doberan, Itecklen.burg, exhibits
prists grindling dogtnas in a-il. lu
the Cathedral of Branden' burg a fox
in priestly robes je preaching ta a
fhock of gesse. In the minster at
Berna, in a picture (in that age archi-
tecture included painting) of the last
judIRmant, the Pope is amonget the
danined. Wa are ail faniiliar with the
imcouth faces of man and beast on
our medioeval. build~ings that do duty

for gargoyle and corbel. 'Probably
some of my readers have been in Te,' i
pie Ohurcli, London, and must hit ve
noticedl the heads in miniature whieh
form tho finial, of the pow*ends. Thora
is flot according to our modern no-
tions of sucli thinge, a becoming ex-
pression of csountenance i any of
them; they are ail grotesque with
grimace, auJý each seems to strive ta
outgrin the oCher.

M--. Findel, in bis work on Free-
masonry, says that the Maeonie
Guilds took their ise in the church-
building iniddle agfes, sadthat their
place of birth wore the frontiers of
France and Germany. Many of the
great cixurches were a long time ini
the building, ana the workmen tliuo
ernbodied acqujred the inevitable
esprit de corps from coznmunity of in-
terest and vocation. They were, in
fact, a regiment of indnstry; they
weme separatEid by their craft and its
symbolism from the civilians amongst
whom they had pitched their tents;
they were commanded by a master,.
and every fine men were under the
wardenship of the tenth. Wlhen the
Oathedmal was completed; when it rose
in tower and spire liIke a creation of
wondrous frost work, the tente were
struck and a new encampmnent foundt.
But the men who were in some cases.
scattered throughout the country still
belonged tg the army of opQrative
masone, ana conldi by the use of sign
or paes-word be ut once received into
the ranks of a new regiment. Sn
that, apamt from any secret raies of
art, the incorporation had its mani-
fest advantages. fndeed it had been
asserted that the architecte of the fin-
est chumohes, those 'which best exem-
plifled unity ana qrandeur of concep-
tion, were either Iaymen or ecclesias-
tics who were ruembers of the Guilds.
If this were so, the secrets of the
Crafts must have been thdse of mere
construction and manual skili; things
which could be best taught and se-
quired experimenfally. They have,
loft their marks, however, on tbe
atones of those m&gnificent, edifices.


